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A Qur'anic Analysis Concerning the Conflict between "Content
with Preordainment” and "Prayer for Change of Preordainment”
with the Approach of the Ethics of Servitude
(in Accordance with Ibn ‘Arabi's Theory and the Rival's Theory)

MahdiyehSadat Mostaqimi’
NasimSadat Mortazavi?
Abstract

The issue of praying to God to change the preordainment (gadé) and the issue
of being content with God's preordainment and predestination may from a
certain perspective be considered incompatible and conflicting; because
praying to God is either to change the existing conditions and remove
difficulties or to reach desired and missing conditions, and this apparently
involves dissatisfaction with the existing situation. For this reason, two rival
views have been formed among the people of knowledge. The first point of
view, which belongs to "Ibn ‘Arabi", maintains that absolute submission to
divine predestinations and not complaining about calamities before God is a
form of rudeness in the manners of servitude, and it contains the slave's secret
conflict with God's lordship. In contrast, another rival theory has been
proposed which considers refraining from asking for specific needs and
avoiding insisting on one's desires as a requirement of pure submission to
divine preordainment and considers it more compatible with the ethics of
servitude. This article, in a descriptive-analytical way, with the aim of
introducing a more comprehensive theory, has identified and expressed the
main components and axes of these two theories separately and evaluated each
of them in the scales of the Qur'anic verses. One of the findings of the
discussion is that paying attention to the levels and types of prayer can
reconcile and resolve the conflict between these two theories in some aspects.
Another outcome of the discussion is that by comparative analysis of these
two theories, it tried to prove with several reasons the superiority of Ibn
Arabi's view from the perspective of the ethics of servitude.

Keywords: prayer (duZ), Prophets, Ibn ‘Arabi, contentment (rida),

preordainment and predestination (a/-gada wa al-gadar).
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