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critical moments during which the issue of marja‘iyat became
a prominent religious and political concern in Iran. The main
question of this research is as follows: How did the clerics
of Mashhad, particularly Ayatollah Milani, react to Ayatollah
Khomeini’'s marja‘iyat? The necessary data for this research
were collected from books, archival documents, memoirs and
other relevant sources, and, were analyzed through documental
method. The findings of the study show that during the migration
of the clerics to Tehran following the June 5, 1963 Uprising and
the arrest of Imam Khomeini, one of the most significant actions
taken by the clerics who migrated to Tehran, including Ayatollah
Milani, was the endorsement of Imam Khomeini's marja‘iyat.
This endorsement, based on the constitutional law of the Qajar
era, which granted judicial immunity to mar ji‘(sources of
emulation), prevented attempts on Khomeini's life and gradually
facilitated his release.

migration.
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Introduction

Marja‘iyat (religious authority) has been one of the most significant concepts in
Shi‘a history, playing a crucial role in addressing political and social challenges,
particularly in modern times. A brief overview of the past century reveals that
Shi‘a marja‘iyat has maintained a continuous and dynamic presence in critical
historical moments, leveraging its material and spiritual influence to guide society
both religiously and politically. From the Tobacco Protest and the Constitutional
Revolution to the Nationalization of the Oil Movement and, most notably, the
clerical movement between 1961 and 1979, Shi‘a marja‘iyat has consistently
played a fundamental role.

Throughout these historical periods, marja‘iyat was sometimes held collectively
by multiple scholars and, at other times, concentrated in the hands of a
single authority. After the passing of Ayatollah Ha‘eri in February 1937, the
administration of the Qom Seminary was jointly managed for eight years by
Grand Ayatollahs Seyyed Mohammad Hojjat, Seyyed Sadr al-Din Sadr, and
Seyyed Mohammad-Taqgi Khansari. Although efforts to establish a single marja“
remained ongoing, this goal was only realized after Reza Shah’s downfall
with the emergence of Ayatollah Boroujerdi as the supreme marja‘. Due to his
scholarly and jurisprudential stature, Ayatollah Boroujerdi was widely accepted
as Ayatollah Ha“eri’s successor. Notably, Ayatollah Khomeini—who was already
recognized as a distinguished mujtahid and instructor in the Qom Seminary—
played an active role in advocating for Boroujerdi’s marja‘iyat.

Following Ayatollah Boroujerdi’s passing in early 1961, the issue of marja‘iyat
resurfaced as a major concern within seminaries. Among the figures proposed as
religious authorities at the time was Ayatollah Khomeini. His scholarly reputation
and status led to his recognition as a marja‘, at least among his students, although
some figures opposed his marja‘iyat. Alongside Ayatollah Khomeini, other prom-
inent clergies were also considered maraji‘, including Ayatollah Hakim in Na-
jaf and Ayatollahs Golpayegani and Shariatmadari in Qom.However, as political
events unfolded, revolutionary and activist forces increasingly gravitated toward
Ayatollah Khomeini. Despite the support of seminaries and his close disciples,
he refrained from making any claims to marja‘iyat and even resisted the encour-
agement of his supporters. Nevertheless, from an academic and jurisprudential
standpoint, he was fully qualified. His compilation of fatawa covering all sections
of ‘Urwat al-Wuthqa five years before Ayatollah Boroujerdi’s passing, as well as
his annotations on Wasilat al-Najat (which constituted his Risalah ‘Amaliyyah),
had already been completed.

A critical point to consider is that the issue of marja‘iyat was not solely a concern
for religious circles and seminaries. Due to its social significance and its historical
political role, ruling authorities also closely monitored it. Following Ayatollah
Boroujerdi’s death, the Pahlavi government sought to shift marja‘iyat outside
Iran. Ayatollah Khomeini insightfully analyzed this strategy, stating: “Since the
time of the late Ayatollah Boroujerdi—if not for forty years prior—this plan was
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in motion. However, as long as he was present, they saw that any action in this
regard would be detrimental. Once he departed for the mercy of the Almighty,
they immediately began, under the guise of respecting one center, to undermine
that center. Not out of love for that center, for they harbor no affection for any
religious center; nor out of devotion to Najaf, but rather because they wanted to
weaken Qom. Qom was a thorn in their side, too close to them, too quick to detect
their corruption, and too efficient at exposing their plans. They could not openly
say ‘not Qom,’ so instead, they would say ‘Yes to Najaf, yes to Mashhad.’

The issue of marja‘iyat resurfaced again after Ayatollah Hakim’s passing in 1970.
However, this time, the government did not attempt to transfer marja‘iyat abroad
but instead sought to maintain it within Iran. This study examines the support and
advocacy of the Mashhad clergy—particularly the role of Ayatollah Milani—in
endorsing Ayatollah Khomeini’s marja‘iyat during three key historical phases,
culminating in the events following the June 5, 1963 (15 Khordad) uprising and
the migration of clergy to Tehran, especially Ayatollah Milani’s pivotal journey.

Research Background

Several studies have examined the support of Mashhad’s clerics, particularly Aya-
tollah Milani, for the marja‘iyat of Imam Khomeini. Some of these works focus
on Ayatollah Milani’s political and social life, with brief references to his support
for Imam Khomeini’s religious leadership. One of the most significant sourc-
es in this regard is the three-volume collection Asnad Hazrat Ayatollah al-Uzma
Seyyed Mohammad-Hadi Milani be Revayat-e Asnad, which compiles SAVAK
documents related to his religious and political activities. Some of these docu-
ments detail his migration to Tehran, his influence among the migrating clergies,
and his efforts in affirming Imam Khomeini’s marja‘iyat. Another important work
is Rahim Rouhbaksh’s Ayatollah al-Uzma Seyyed Mohammad-Hadi Milani be
Revayat-e Asnad, which selects and presents valuable archival materials along
with an introductory research section. Seyyed Mohammad Ali Milani, Ayatollah
Milani’s son, also explores his father’s political and social life in the two-volume
book Marja‘ Aghah. In 2016. a conference was held in Qom to commemorate
Ayatollah Milani, and its proceedings were published in three sections—corre-
spondence, articles, and interviews—edited by Seyyed Mohammad Ali Ayazi and
Hassan Pouya, with support from the Khorasan Cultural Heritage Office and Sahl
Publications. Additionally, Shenakhtnameh Ayatollah Milani, compiled by Mehdi
Mehryzi and Hadi Rabani, primarily discusses his jurisprudential contributions.
Another notable work is Mostafa Ghavidel’s Mamuriyat-e Mashhad: Negahi be
Zendegi va Sireh-ye Marhum Ayatollah al-Uzma Milani, published in 2019 by
Cultrual & Art Organization of Tehran, which examines his life and character.
Several books on Mashhad’s role in the Islamic Revolution, including Enghelab-e
Eslami dar Mashhad by Gholamreza Jalali, Nagsh-e Mashhad dar Enghelab-e
Eslami by Gholamhossein Noei, and Nagsh-e Olama-ye Mashhad dar Enghelab-e
Eslami by the present author, also discuss Ayatollah Milani’s contributions.
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Since his migration to Tehran was a key aspect of his political life, these works
mention it, albeit briefly and sometimes repetitively. Among earlier works, Saeed
Abbaszadeh’s Ayatollah Milani, Marja‘-e Bidar, published in 1995 by The Islamic
Development Organization, merely reiterates biographical details without offering
new insights. More scholarly attention to the migration of clerics in 1963 can be
found in Ismail Hassanzadeh’s article, Tahlil-e Raftar-e Siasi-ye Olama-ye Shi‘a:
Motale‘eh-ye Mordadi, Padideh-ye Mohajerat-e Chehel-Roozeh 1342, which
examines the circumstances, objectives, and political differences among migrating
clergies, concluding that government intervention fundamentally altered clerical
political behavior. Gholamreza Soleimani’s article, Mohajerat-¢ Sale 1342-ye
Olama be Tehran va Talash baraye Azadi-ye Hazrat Imam Khomeini, published
in issues 26 and 27 of Majalleh-ye 15 Khordad, focuses on the migration’s
connection to Imam Khomeini’s release. Similarly, Abolfath Momen’s Dar An
Havay-e Gorg-o-Mish: Dastgiri-ye Imam Khomeini va Mohajerat-e Olama be
Tehran dar Sale 1342, in issue 9 of Zamaneh, discusses the broader context of the
migration, including the attack on Feyziyeh School and the events of Muharram
1963. Notably, much of the content in these two articles appears to be nearly
identical. The present author’s article, Mohajerat-e Ayatollah Milani be Tehran:
Fasli-ye No dar Hayat-e Siasi-ye Ishan, examines his migration’s background
and its impact, including his support for Imam Khomeini’s marja‘iyat, albeit in
general terms. Overall, what distinguishes the present research from previous
works is its in-depth analysis of Ayatollah Milani’s political, social, and religious
actions, particularly his migration to Tehran. Unlike past studies, which primarily
discuss the general migration of clerics, this research provides a detailed account
of Ayatollah Milani’s political and religious stance during this period, emphasizing
his efforts to defend Imam Khomeini’s marja‘iyat as part of a strategy to secure
his release.

Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to comprehensively
examine the issue of Imam Khomeini’s marja‘iyat. The research is based on the
analysis of archival documents, including some unpublished materials and the
SAVAK records from Khorasan province. The focus is on the status of marja‘iyat
in Khorasan and the role of Mashhad’s clerics, particularly Ayatollah Milani, in
this matter between 1961 and 1970.

Conclusion

The political migration of scholars as a strategic action has its roots in the
Constitutional era, particularly the two migrations known as Hijrat Sughra and
Hijrat Kubra. The migration of clerics to Tehran in 1963 had significant outcomes,
including fostering unity among religious clerics, breaking the atmosphere of
repression following the June 5 (15 Khordad 1342) uprising, converting Imam
Khomeini’s imprisonment into house arrest, and ultimately paving the way for
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his release. Most importantly, it contributed to the consolidation of his marja‘iyat
and political leadership. Ayatollah Milani played a crucial role in establishing
Imam Khomeini’s religious authority. While the issue of his marja‘iyat was
not unanimously accepted—some senior clerics opposed it—it became the
most effective means of securing his release. The government’s insistence on
exiling Imam Khomeini, and even the possibility of executing detained leaders,
prompted Ayatollah Milani and other prominent clerics to intensify their efforts
in supporting his religious leadership.In response to inquiries from merchants and
the general public regarding Imam Khomeini’s status, Ayatollah Milani described
him as one of the great figures of the Islamic world and a recognized marja*
whose scholarly and religious stature was well established. He even expressed
surprise that such a question was raised. Similarly, in a declaration issued by
the migrating clerics before leaving Tehran, they reaffirmed the principle of
the niyabat ‘ammah (general deputyship) of high-ranking clerics during the
occultation of the Imam of the Age. This statement, co-signed by Ayatollah
Milani, explicitly recognized Imam Khomeini as a legitimate marja‘, equating
his authority to that of Ayatollah Boroujerdi and other grand ayatollahs of the
Shi‘a world. The efforts of the migrating clerics, particularly Ayatollah Milani’s
advocacy in Tehran, transformed the discussion of Imam Khomeini’s marja‘iyat
into a widely accepted discourse, at least among his students and followers. This
public debate ultimately compelled the government to abandon the idea of his
execution or exile, leading to his release—along with other detainees—in April
1964.
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