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Abstract

Madhyamika is one of the Mahayana schools that has created a new epistemological and
ontological horizon in Indian and Buddhist thought by proposing the theory of "Emptiness"
(Shunyata). "The phenomenon of Mind" is one of the practical components that the
philosophers of the school have included in their fundamental concerns, the analysis of
issues related to it; however, independent study of this issue has been neglected to some
extent from the perspective of researchers. Therefore, the present research is based on the
question: first, what is the meaning of the Emptiness of Mind? And second, based on what
evidence and on which meaning does Madhyamika insist on the illusion of the Mind and
its intentionality? Research findings indicate that the Madhyamika tries, in one respect, to
demonstrate the unreality of the Mind and its signifiers through various arguments,
including the negation of the source of knowledge (object), the demonstrating of the
unreality of the Mind (subject), and the inexplicability of what is called mental knowledge;
although, based on their claim to the dual aspects of reality, a). Samvrti-satya (relative
reality) and b). Paramartha-satya (absolute reality), one can also conclude that its thinkers
accept the relative reality of the Mind. Furthermore, from the perspective of this school,
according to the dual assumption of reality, one can speak of two types of knowledge. The
highest kind of knowledge in this school is Prajna, which is assumed to be another title for
Shuniyata, and its actualization is possible only by going beyond mental knowledge and
relative reality.
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Introduction

Like many other schools of thought, Buddhist schools have faced the problem of the Mind
in various ways, and this confrontation includes a wide range of patterns, from complete
acceptance to absolute denial. Madhyamika, literally meaning "follower of the middle
way", is one of the Mahayana Buddhist philosophical schools that tries to show, in one
respect, the unreality of the Mind and its intentionality through various proofs.
Denomination of this school as "the middle way" is because it does not entirely agree with
the Upanishads' Essentialism, nor does it fully accept the theory of Sutrantika's
Representationism, and beyond that, it tries to prove Emptiness (Shunyata), and basically
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"Suchness" (Tattahgata), as the middle way and the only negative concept that expresses
the fundamental reality. Therefore, the present research is formed based on this issue.
Madhyamika is based on what evidence and according to which credibility speak of the
illusory of the Mind and the unreality of the empirical world? What are Madhyamika's
epistemological foundations in this claim?

Research Findings

Madhyamike has always refrained from issuing definitive and unilateral rulings, and in a
position of reasoning and expression, it is more in favour of relativism. However, some
proofs implicitly say that the reality of the empirical world, as shown by the Mind and its
perception of its nature, is purely based on illusion, ignorance, and negligence. In addition,
the relations subjectively established between objects have no factual basis and are only
the results of thoughts caused by the Mind.

The research findings also indicate that Madhyamika, through various opposing arguments,
such as the denial of the source of knowledge, the denial of the law of causality, the
inexplicability of the tools of knowledge, and the soteriological invalidity of what is called
mental knowledge, tries somehow to show the unreality of the Mind and its significances.
Although, according to their beliefs in the dual areas of reality, a). Samvarti-satya (relative
reality) and b). Paramartha-satya (absolute truth), it can be concluded that the Mind's
relative reality is accepted by its thinkers.

From the Madhyamika point of view, the best ontological description of the Mind is based
on the idea of Emptiness. Emptiness can be called non-thing, derived from the Buddhist
doctrine of No-Self or Anatman. Although the sharp blade of this theory strikes at the root
of conventional human perceptions of reality, which itself is created by the Mind,
Madhyamika also concludes the relative reality of the Mind and the object based on the
invention of the ontological principle of pretty-samut-pade (mutual dependence of things).
The philosophers of this school present the illusory, relative, subjective and fictitious reality
of the world under the title of Samsara. Still, in another way, they infer the Emptiness and
illusion of the real world and call it Nirvana. At the same time, they claim that Samsara
(phenomenal world) is the same as Nirvana (absolute silence) and that the two form the
main dialectical foundation and provide the opportunity for the emergence and presentation
of truth.

Conclusion

Even though, at first glance, Madhyamika may seem like a mere philosophical system,
from an analytical and critical point of view, it becomes clear that this school is essentially
a soteriological faith and relies on the distinction of "illusion of consciousness" from "true
awareness", relative reality (samvarti-satya) from actual reality (paramartha-satya) and also
by showing the illusion of the Mind and what the Mind shows in a veiled way, it seeks to
clarify the foggy cognitive space of man as much as possible, and also it wants to bring the
audiences back from the painful exile of the Mind (cheetah) to its true home, which is called
"Shunyata", "Nirvana" and "Tathagata" in this school. In addition, this school's statements
about Shunyata can be seen as a description of what the Buddha briefly stated in the form



of the Four Noble Truths under the title of "suffering and the ways to transcend it"
(salvation).

The term "Shunyata" when it is used in the case of "Mind" more than implies that the Mind
is an illusion or a lie; it signifies that the Mind is devoid of a stable substance (anatman/non-
self), the indescribability of the essence of the Mind, its lack of absolute determination, the
unreality of what the Mind is focused on (the brain, the body, and the physical world), that
the Mind as we know it is only subject to causes. It also implies the Emptiness of the logical
system and human mental arguments that are based on immediate perception (pratyaksha),
inference (anumana), and testimony (agama).
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6, samvrti-satya

7. paramartha-satya
8, apara-jnana

%, para-jnana
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10, Atoms in void or vacuum’ of Democritus
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11, conceptual phenomenon
12, pratityasamutpada
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