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Abstract

Some believe that the verse "That bitter one whom the Sufi called the mother of all evils /
Is more delicious to us than the kiss of the maidens" contains a jab and disrespect from
Hafez towards the Prophet of Islam, as it refers to the phrase "wine is the mother of all
evils," attributed to him, being spoken by a Sufi, who has a negative portrayal in Hafez's
poetry. Furthermore, in the second hemistich, contrary to the Prophet's words, drinking it
is deemed a commendable act. An interpretation of the ghazal, aimed at uncovering the
poet's intent, relying on Dilthey's author-centred hermeneutics and a descriptive-analytical
method, indicates the playful nature of the ghazal, particularly the mentioned verse. The
vertical axis of the ghazal suggests a dialogue between Hafez and a group of religious
scholars of his time. Hafez's advice for tolerance and kindness, along with the notion that
his lack of good reputation is God's will, amidst signs indicating the poet's poverty during
the time of composing the poem and his request for the audience's attention with phrases
like kindness and tolerance, strengthens the possibility that the poem belongs to a period in
Hafez's life when he was accused of being an outcast. On the other hand, considering
Hafez's religious character, it seems unlikely that he intended to insult the Prophet; instead,
his aim was likely to critique those who rejected him, who were the powerful elite
associated with asceticism and Sufism and unjustly considered him to be of ill repute and
tainted.

Keywords: Mystical literature, Hafez of Shiraz, Divan-e-Hafez, allusion to the Prophet,
literary hermeneutics.

Introduction

This article examines Hafez's verse "That bitter-faced one who is a Sufi..." and seeks to
clarify its precise meaning through a descriptive-analytical method and Dilthey's literary
hermeneutics by analyzing the contextual semantic fields. With a critical perspective on
previous interpretations, the authors aim to investigate whether Hafez mocks the Prophet
of Islam in this verse without common preconceptions. To achieve an accurate
interpretation, we have followed four stages, including historical analysis, intertextual and
intertextual comparison, and linguistic examination, to reconstruct the past and empathize
with Hafez to uncover his intent.


mailto:ma.sheikh@ut.ac.ir
mailto:ma.sheikh@ut.ac.ir
mailto:ma.sheikh@ut.ac.ir
mailto:mohammadzad.m@ut.ac.ir
mailto:mohammadzad.m@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4360-9994
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4334-6912

Research Findings

Previous research on this couplet can be divided into three categories: commentaries on the
Divan of Hafez, often incomplete or influenced by mystical perspectives; general writings
about Hafez's life and thoughts; and articles that focus solely on various interpretations of
the couplet. Most of these interpretations have attempted to exonerate Hafez from
disrespecting the Prophet or to justify the couplet in a specific manner. Some researchers
have also considered this couplet witty, interpreting it as directed towards hypocritical
ascetics or Sufis. Overall, the research to date has concentrated on reflecting the personal
views of the commentators, and a comprehensive and impartial analysis of the meaning
and significance of the couplet has not been provided.

The interpretive assumptions of the authors in this analysis are as follows: (1)
Understanding Hafez's historical contexts and multifaceted personality: Hafez was
involved with the courts of kings and was also engaged with his time's social and religious
issues. Some regard him merely as an uncommitted artist, but his works demonstrate
mastery of philosophy, mysticism, and religious knowledge. (2) Diversity of themes:
Hafez's poetry should also be considered influential in understanding his poetry. His poetry
encompasses romantic, mystical, and witty themes. The witty themes combine humour,
social critique, and mysticism, complicating their understanding. Hafez has consciously
composed multilayered poems to allow for different interpretations. For instance, the word
"wine" in his Divan can be interpreted romantically, mystically, or wittily. Additionally,
drawing inspiration from the Qalandari and Malamati traditions, Hafez critiques
hypocritical asceticism and presents a different spirituality that pays attention to the
beauties of the world and tolerance. (3) Internal coherence of Hafez: Contrary to the
common perception that his ghazals are disjointed, a closer examination reveals that
Hafez's poetry possesses a rhizomatic structure and profound meanings hidden in the
verses' vertical connections.

In this verse, "wine" can refer to actual wine, metaphorical love, divine love, or freedom,
while the "Sufi" may represent a hypocritical ascetic, a mystic, or even a prophet. Based
on these meanings, various interpretations of the verse can be offered, ranging from a
critique of ascetics' hypocrisy and social constraints to an emphasis on determinism and a
blame-oriented perspective.

Conclusion

Hafez was likely aware of the hadith "al-khamr umm al-khaba'ith" attributed to the Prophet,
as this phrase appears in sources two centuries before him and in the texts he studied. Given
the content of the ghazal, it is plausible that this verse was composed during the time of
Amir Mobarez al-Din and within the framework of Hafez's witty poetry, serving more as a
jab at hypocrites and zealous Sufis than at the Prophet. In this ghazal, Hafez, through
humour and social critique, views wine as a symbol of liberation from hypocrisy and deceit,
thereby alluding to strict religious adherents. The vertical connection of the verses and the
content of the preceding and following verses indicate the playful nature of this ghazal. The
vertical axis of the ghazal reflects Hafez's dialogue with an individual or group of religious
adherents, symbolized by Amir Mobarez al-Din. Hafez's advice for tolerance and kindness
and the notion that his lack of a good reputation is God's will suggests that the poem may



have emerged during a time of hardship, poverty, and possibly slander and infamy. Scholars
believe that considering Hafez's religious character, it is unlikely that he intended to mock
the Prophet; instead, he aimed to critique the religious scholars, Sufis, and ascetics of his
time, who, based on the verses of this very ghazal, unjustly regarded him as morally tainted
and infamous.
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