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Abstract: The triliteral root "Wali" is one of the most

frequently used lexical roots in the Holy Quran. Various nominal
and verbal structures have been derived from this root, and some of
the words and concepts formed from it, such as "Wali," have been
the subject of much debate in Quranic literature. One reason for this
is that although Muslim lexicographers and exegetes have
enumerated various semantic components for this root, they have
been unable to identify a core meaning and establish a connection
among all the meanings of this root. This research, using
etymological and historical semantic methods, attempts to examine
the equivalents of the root "Wali" in Semitic languages, identify its
ancient Afro-Asiatic origin, and trace the lexical and semantic
evolution of this root from its inception to the present. The results
of this study show that the word in question originates from the
biconsonantal root "L-Y," which appears as "L-W-Y" in Semitic
languages and continues as "Wali" in Arabic. This root in Arabic
means "to accompany with affection and love," where the primary
semantic emphasis is on companionship and following, with
friendship added as a secondary semantic component. Attention to
these semantic components, which can be traced in various uses of
the root "Wali" in different levels of familial, social, political, and
Human-God relationships in the Quran, is key to resolve many
scholarly disputes surrounding this root.
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2 Extinct
" Besieged, to surround, wrap up in cloth
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1 Join, be joined

2 Borrow, delay payment of debt

3 Turn, twist, wind

4 To join, be connected

5 To assume an obligation, to borrow
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1 To go or come with, accompany, follow

2 To go with, accompany, conduct, escort, to add, join

3 Twist, wind, warp around

4 Something that is wrapped around

5 turban

6 Wrap around, twist o= « be evil or impudent, be of threatening appearance
7 Protected persons, clients of a clan



P il YT o F o)led ¥V Jlo i 5 )8 pole Cliios ; pole aslilad VY

) pgo Ay, b oo € og 6,15 plosl o ;o0 (slire 0 a5 ol TLW g0

COAAY o)l VP o i) Casls e b 5 B Joles o)lgs 0

wobe slagls 5 o () s ploliss Y-F
dan o 1z a8 Cend T dnyge 580 4 b (glmosls 5l a5 ges Cyutans
(o) By leis g 4Bl 3925 ((J9) 4l ( Slow 5 (22 52 & (ol sl
335 Dlrelogi )3 Alias al €919 3925 (551 e s 9 I og)) wsle lacygo L
lady) Leiies a5 gl 095 0 canline 525 Buie e (Fu)b Asliogly SLS oty
(F Aoy &5 A5 (oo gupal (Zal 00,55 Gl s e 0L ln (J9) IS8 @
(9 5) S9b 485 a5 55 (6 pae TP oy (sl 65k lsie s (Sl (J9)
ol ol b e e S8 LS o Cllas en L(OF o401 ATA
ol o )l 40 (AAY o oV z BITOV () g8ine) ol oals a0l 50 Sl g
2l )3 (Blre g g sl 4) (o) ol | (050 50 (J9) o3y (lulid
Sbl i plaear 1) (o0 (6o 4ty ples g wlanusls oalo lagly
3979 (59 9 (J9) ada)y 99 12 (250 by )0 &5 Cenl (Jb> 0 (ol cslos S

25l

(5D Sl Ol OlarsiSin b a5 ol T cdlae ol s w0 S5 &
Ol 1) (line Colino a8k tbad oo (plime Selio lagly oo b (00 5o
285 ssbolen ailes ;S sanlie slu slagly 5s 50 (5D b 2 (J9)
(3 Shol sl ol slagly (B8 5 (28 A5LE 50 (s (ol slagils
Slas b (e (G b o O 5l G Sl (09 (o8l p0m 535 Jaon
58 slixe ;o (050 (J9) sline bl adls cgplie (s 20 (55900
el ¢ g3 aile Lol solos b o o alice ol 20,1 bl (S5
S99 ¢ oy (nl £ 89 e ol (J9) (050 8315 1) (ool slagsls yo (5D
Sl 0l 53 Ol |y W cr crl ol (Js 9 o) Oloe Syie 25
313,13 (297 0 9590 (el

! Continue to do some thing



olidads) 3)509) b« J» (SH B3ke 3 (pline slaaddie (5olSly i odghy (ole Al =
e [l [ o J33 (ol o)l 3

Olly 2lenly B 5 58 (o) S Lt ks Y-
anld elel  (J9) 83ls Al b ogdioe 3 ighy 5l i ool o
oLl (alols 3T L5 05 Jlio il (alely 3T )l po 190 (oulidiaiiy,
5 Sl o0 Oy el sl el 00y @IS 5550 3 JLuo Ve e v e g0 0 a8
Oligs & @laie by cpl o ls (Slwl by ! 5o ade; oo Oy slaosly Buee
O byl 092y (T 51 (gload axilSs 1S b (e 9,00 5l g el )b J3 Lo
(il Olsie s g, 5l ealizal b wlond s olulispl; Jbr
S8 4 szl o b oS DLk 1) T (Slee g 03 5T s | L 0l ool
Sl by ol GB5lg 4 bgaye a5 (bl B (sols — ol as-litrass,
e oo alg0 () Sad (BB > ooy lias 4 lawVy ady b cel
w g lwy IS8 oy by )0 Sll ads) (pl GeSde LS by pLy
(OVFOA olads FO 1380 dedsinl o Jysh ol osilo Bl Slae olon
Oz 3 ol slxe (3 500S 9005 LWY osle (! &y (3 pieaad ol ol
ol (S >

Al (line OY9o0 jre 130 ldS S o5 (elo ool slaosls 5l 5
b g 00,5 Agel B 1) €iazmey Sline (B3 9 (28 (ol slagl; ()
2 (89 SB5lg Dygo b olewly BT at, 51 1) (ol om0 Jaton Slae
Olizme (15 Slime (2l (G 9) (250 b yo Lol wslansls a6 595 slayL;
aS Cewl J> jo ol il oaile BL 953k Ay, sl p (5o)) SB5ls &ygo b
39 39 ses 0 (59)) Ak sl (28 0Ly ,0 (Cmlie g (Bl emn (Slins
Jdo az g Lls 4SS Ll 00,51 cuss |y olixe cpiz ((Jg) B, oo
el (Cnlio g (ool pea Sline ;0 ((J9) 831y 6525 518 5 olg, ool €689

Obj oo dle By ol &y el 0¥ s (59D b (Jg bl e 1
S slosy @by ol CB85799) (25 lagn s 5o O (i 5 el BT

! Long range etymology
2 Reconstruction
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