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Abstract

The Holy Quran, as the most significant sacred text in Islam, has always been the central
focus of Quranic and religious studies. Since the revelation of this divine book to the
present day, numerous copies of it have been transcribed and documented in various
regions of the Islamic world. These manuscripts, which form part of our cultural and
religious heritage, are not only significant in terms of content but are also considered
valuable as artistic and historical artifacts. A meticulous examination of these manuscripts
can provide deeper insights into the history of Quran compilation, transcription, and
reading (qira’at), as well as the evolution of these processes over time. In other words,
physical and material evidence from the early Islamic centuries—especially Quranic
manuscripts—provides valuable information for researchers in areas such as the history of
Quranic transcription and reading (qira’at). Such evidence plays a crucial role in critiquing
or reinforcing theories in this field and resolving contradictions in certain Islamic historical
accounts. In this context, this research analyzes the manuscript of Arabe 1572a-328c, held
in the National Library of France and the University of Birmingham Library. This
manuscript is considered one of the oldest Quranic manuscripts written in the Hijazi script
and contains passages from several Quranic surahs. By examining various codicological
aspects such as script, orthography, the readings, and verse numbering (Adal-ay), this
research aims to determine the time and place of transcription of the manuscript by
analyzing different codicological features, such as script, orthography, readings, and verse
numbering, and to identify the canonical reading close to the era of revelation. The findings,
along with carbon-14 dating, indicate that the transcription of this Quranic manuscript dates
back to the 1st century AH. While its verse numbering system aligns most closely with the
Medinan and Meccan systems, its reading shows the highest similarity to Medinan readers'.
Therefore, it can be concluded that this manuscript originally is Medinan, meaning that the
features of Medinan codices are more prominently observed in it.

Keywords: Orthography, Verse Numbering (Adal-Ay), Readings (Qira’at), Codices,
Manuscript Arab 328c-1572a.
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