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Abstract

The present article examines the indicators of forbidden love in the behavioral traits of the main
characters of the novel "I Turn off the Lights" by Zoya Pirzad (born in 1952). Forbidden love is
having a romantic relationship with a married person, which is associated with breaking the
commitment. When a married person loves another person outside of their marital relationship, they
are experiencing forbidden love. The narrator and the main character of the mentioned novel is an
educated woman and a housewife named Claris Aivazian, who lives in Abadan in the 1340s with her
husband Artoosh and her three children Arman, Armineh, and Arsineh. Her concern is repetition and
everyday life. With the arrival of a neighbor named Emil Simonian, this smooth flow changes, and
Claris enters the stage of forbidden love towards the new neighbor. In the final chapter, self-discovery
dawns on Claris and, going through various stages of self-discovery, she is glad that Emil and his
family have changed neighborhoods and put an end to her illusion of love.
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