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abstract

The use of allegory and anecdotes in the literature of nations is one of the ways
of conveying concepts, the impact and durability of which is far greater on the
audience than other types of speech. It is so important to take advantage of
allegory that most of the verses of the Quran are allegory and the great God has
used this kind of expression to present deep educational content. Allegory in
Persian literary texts also has a long history. It is one of the means of conveying
educational concepts, especially among the preachers and Majlis Goyans and
mystics. Maulana Jalaluddin has used anecdotes and similes in order to have
more impact, so much so that his spiritual masnavi is a collection of occasional
anecdotes that he has been able to make good use of. One of these stories is the
story of the castle of Zat al-Soor, which is part of the parables of Masnavi, and
Jalil has connected the end of this book to its beginning. In this article, the
author decodes this story and answers the question whether the story of Dej
Hosh Raba is over or not. The research was written in a descriptive-analytical
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method using library sources and the results indicate that the story of Kahl at
the end of the Masnavi is actually the continuation of the story of Dej Hosh
Raba.
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Extended Abstract

In world literature, using Stories and Allegories, is one of the ways of
addressing concepts that has a longer lasting effect on the audience, compared
to other methods.

Theosophists, Mystics, and Preachers use Allegories as a tool to address
concepts related to human upbringing. Jalal al-Din Muhammad Rumi, has
extensively utilized Allegories and Stories in his work for greater impact.A
great example of such utilization is the story of Zaatal-Sovar Castle that
translates to ' The story of the Enchanting Castle' which is one of the most
exquisite Allegories in Rumi's Masnavi, linking the end of the book to its
beginning.This article has attempted to answer the question of whether the story
of Zaatal-Sovar Castle has come to an end or not with a descriptive analytical
approach.

There are a lot of compositions about Masnavi and the story of Zaatal-Sovar
Castle, almost all of which allude to its symbolic nature.

Tafseer-e Masnavi-ye Mowlavi, Dastan-e Dez-e Hushroba ( An interpretation
of Rumi's Masnavi, the story of the Enchanting Castle) by Jalaluddin Homaei,
is one of the books approaching this story.

Various articles have been published by authors like Jalil Moshiri, Sonya Nouri,
Ashraf Muhmmadi, Suheyla Namazalizadeh, and Zeynab Haj Abukahaki.
This story has been psychoanalyzed based on a theory by Bruno Bettelheim in
an article written by Najmeh Vaezi Dehnavi.

The story is around the three smart descent sons of a King, who wished to
explore their father's Kingdom and gain experience.

While their father approved of their expedition, he advised them against visiting
the Zaatal-Sovar Castle, while his true intention was to persuade his sons to
visit the Castle.
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The sons visited the Castle against their father's advice and saw a picture of a
gorgeous woman that enchanted them and put them in a trance that made them
yearn to find the woman they had seen.In their quest to find that Woman, they
traveled to China but their sorrow increased with every minute that passed.The
older of the three, visited the King of China, captivated by the King's Grace and
Kindness, he died with his secret buried with him.The second brother also
remained at the King's service, but his rebellious and disobedient nature
eventually made the king unsympathetic towards him and he died filled with
remorse.

Only The third brother, who was the laziest of all and had nothing but the King's
trust, fulfilled his dream. A question is now being posed:

Has the story of Zaatal-Sovar Castle come to and end or not?

Some people believe that neither the story of Zaatal-Sovar Castle nor the
Masnavi is concluded; on the contrary, some believe that they have both come
to an end.

Este'lami, a Masnavi expositor, believes the story of Zaatal-Sovar Castle is
concluded.

He justifies his opinion as follows:Rumi starts the Masnavi with Shekayat-e
Ney ( Ney means Sugarcane, Rumi uses Sugarcane as a metaphor for Mystics,
the Ney yearns to go back to the Canebrake where it grows and belongs, just
like the Mystics yearn to go back to god and find the true light which is another
metaphor used to describe God. Shekayat-e Ney is the Cane's complaint of
being separated from the Canebrake, alluding to the Mystic's complaints of
being separated from God).Rumi concludes all of the Allegories and Stories in
the Masnavi in line with Ney's complaints and it's return to its origin which is
God.

The first eighteen verses or bits of the Masnavi (The Ney's complaints) are
believed to be the abstract of the entire book and the entirety of Masnavi to be
an exposition of these verses.Rumi divides those in search of the light (God)
into three groups:Those who are in a rush and reckless at times will fail. Those
who become self-centered will be humbled by partiality. Those who will prosper
without a grimace, find the light in their hearts and unveil the secrets.The three
Princes in this story, each represent one of those three groups in search of God,
therefore, the story has come to an end and Rumi's message is concluded
accordingly.Kareem Zamani, another Masnavi expositor, believes Masnavi and
the story to be concluded as well.He believes that even though there is only one
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verse describing the third brother's destiny, the audience can easily guess the
sequence of events and understand Rumi's intentions.

"It is easily interpreted that the Third brother who was a Mystic, following the
King's guidance, conquered high Mystical levels, and also reached the King's
daughter whom he had seen in the Zaatal-Sovar Castle.”

Zarrin Koub on the other hand, has a different opinion.

He believes the story to be incomplete but also states that one can not reach
what they desire unless they let go of their fraud and deception and submit
themselves to their Guide.Forouzanfar believes the Masnavi to be incomplete
based on the same principle.

He states:"The sixth book is contentwise cut and incomplete.The story of the
three Princes is inconclusive and is cut as though the composer has not
completed the work due to physical incompetency or has chosen to remain
silent. "

Masnavi expositors have deciphered the story of Zaatal-Sovar Castle in various
ways.

"This story can be interpreted in many ways and the difference in interpretations
stems from the difference in taste and belief systems of the interpreters"

Rumi ends Masnavi with the engaging story of Zaatal-Sovar Castle.

The writer of this article believes Jalaluddin Homaei's take to be closer to
Rumi's intended message.
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