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Abstract

Sense of place and social relations are key elements in understanding human interactions and the
functions of public spaces. The historic Bazaar of Tabriz, as one of the most prominent architectural
and cultural symbols of Iran, serves as a setting where sense of place and social interactions play an
unparalleled role. This study aims to examine the interconnection between sense of place and social
relations in this historical space using a human-centered approach.The research employs a
descriptive-analytical method, utilizing both quantitative and qualitative tools. In the quantitative
section, the study population consists of shopkeepers and visitors of the historic Bazaar of Tabriz.
Data were collected through a random sampling method by distributing questionnaires among 400
individuals, based on Cochran’s formula. In the qualitative section, semi-structured interviews were
conducted with experts in relevant fields. The collected data were processed using the SPSS statistical
software, Pearson correlation coefficient, and path analysis in AMOS software.The findings indicate
a significant and reciprocal relationship between sense of place and the quality of social relations in
the bazaar. The physical space, cultural elements, and daily activities, as influential components in
strengthening the sense of place, play a crucial role in the formation and continuity of social
relationships. Emphasizing a human-centered approach, this study proposes strategies to enhance
social interactions and preserve the sense of place in historic bazaars, contributing to the improvement
of urban life quality and cultural sustainability in such spaces.

Keywords: Sense of place, Social relations, Human interactions, Historic Bazaar of Tabriz, Human-
centered.
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