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Gestasp's deeds in Iranian mythological sources (Avesta, Pahlavi texts and
historical texts)
Rouhollah Jafarzadeh?, Dr. Hamid Reza Ardestani Rostami?, Dr. Farzin Ghafouri®

Abstract

In the legends and national epics of Iran, the construction and innovation of many
civil aspects of human life have been attributed to kings and elders. Gestasp Kiani,
as a king who has a dual personality, was not removed from this issue and some
aspects of human innovation have been attributed to him. In this research, which
was done with analytical-descriptive method, by examining various Avesta, Pahlavi
and historical texts, examples of innovations and customs of Iranian human life that
emerged during the Gstasp era were extracted. The obtained results indicate that in
the Avesta and Pahlavi texts, there is rarely a sign of Gestasp's civil actions, and the
only thing these sources have in common in the subject of the current research is the
construction of fire temples, which according to the emergence of Zoroaster. It is
justified to attribute it to Gestasp. In explaining the reason for the difference in the
narrations in this regard in the Pahlavi and historical texts, it can be said that it is
possible that what is mentioned in the historical texts of the Islamic era was created
during this era. Therefore, it seems that the historians and the authors of the texts
have attributed some historical innovations to him in order to remove the
mythological face and present a historical image of Gestasp.

Keywords: civil actions, Pahlavi texts, historical texts, Shahnameh, Gestasp.
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