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The main goal of this article is to investigate the impact of knowledge-
based companies and innovative start-ups on the growth of the regional
economy in Iran. Knowledge-based companies and start-ups provide the
basis for the creation of added economic value through the technology and
innovation channel. Therefore, moving from a resource-based economy
to a knowledge-based economy requires strengthening startup
foundations and designing an entrepreneurial ecosystem based on
innovation and technology. In this article, to investigate the impact of the
knowledge-based ecosystem on regional economic growth, the evaluation
of the activity level of knowledge-based companies in science and
technology parks has been used as an institutional reference for the
development of this ecosystem. The institutional mission of science and
technology parks is to support knowledge and technology companies and
institutions in order to develop existing technologies and knowledge and
commercialize it. The total number of knowledge-based companies in the
country in 2016 was 3380, of which the total number of manufacturing
knowledge-based companies was 780, industrial knowledge-based
companies were 692, and startups were 1685. Based on the findings of
this research, knowledge-based companies have had a positive and
significant impact on regional economic growth in Iran, and the number
of sales of technology units in Tehran, Isfahan and Razavi Khorasan
provinces has had a positive and significant impact on regional spatial
growth in the country.
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