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harnessing the power of visual media to attract travelers to destinations featured
in popular films and television shows. This phenomenon creates a compelling
narrative for these locations, often transforming ordinary places into iconic
tourist attractions. However, like all forms of tourism, film tourism presents a
double-edged sword. While it can generate substantial economic benefits and
enhance global recognition for the destination, neglecting its adverse impacts
can undermine sustainable development efforts. This research aims to prioritize
the negative effects of film tourism, employing Friedman's method to assess the
views of 2,070 residents from the cities of Langroud and Lahijan. The findings
reveal that environmental concerns, such as pollution, landscape degradation,
and resource depletion, are the most pressing issues for residents. Furthermore,
locals emphasize the importance of equitably distributing the economic benefits
of tourism to ensure the overall well-being of community. The study highlights
the necessity for policymakers and tourism managers to incorporate the
viewpoint of local residents into film tourism development strategies. Aligning
tourism initiatives with community concerns is crucial for achieving sustainable
development. For film tourism to serve as a positive force, it must be managed
in a way that minimizes environmental harm and promotes equitable fair
economic growth. Future research should focus on strategies to mitigate these
negative impacts and investigate the long-term effects of film tourism on local
communities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Film tourism is a rapidly growing area of
research. However, most studies have focused
on the impact of films on tourists, with less
emphasis placed on to the effects of film
tourism on local communities and residents'
perspectives. Like other forms of tourism,
film tourism can yield both positive and
negative consequences for residents. Positive
effects  include  stimulating  tourism,
generating economic benefits for the region,
raising awareness of the destination, creating
new attractions, improving or establishing a
favorable image of the destination, and
generating jobs in the area. conversely, the
negative effects of film tourism encompass
overcrowding, the creation of unrealistic
image of destinations, the commodification of
culture, damage to natural resources, the
transient nature of economic benefits, over-
tourism, and a lack of public participation in
tourism  development processes. While
numerous studies have examined the positive
effects of film tourism, the negative impacts
have received comparatively less attention.

Methodology

To address the research question, a
quantitative approach was employed in this
study. The research involved distributing
structured questionnaires among residents of
Langroud and Lahijan from April 7 to June
21. Three researchers assisted in the
distribution by, randomly selecting every
tenth house to receive a questionnaire.
Respondents were asked to complete the
questionnaire in front of their homes, with a
researcher present to answer any questions. A
total of 2,070 completed questionnaires were
collected. The questionnaire consisted of 21
items, including six demographic questions
and additional questions related to negative
social impacts (six items, adapted from
Meimand et al.,, 2017), negative economic
impacts (three items, adapted from Alrwajfah
et al., 2019), and negative environmental
impacts (six items, adapted from Adongo et
al., 2017). The questions were translated into
Farsi using a one-way translation technique
(McGorry, 2000) for its cost-effectiveness

and quick turnaround. The questions were
designed using a five-point Likert scale.

Results

To assess the validity of the constructs, a
confirmatory factor analysis was conducted.
This method evaluates the model’s fit against
empirical or simulated data. Due to the large
dataset, the Chi-square test was not used. As
illustrated in Table 2 and Figure 1, all factor
loadings exceeded 0.3 and were statistically
significant. According to Hair et al. (2009),
the model fit indices presented in Table 3
indicate a good fit. Furthermore, the
correlation coefficients among the constructs
were below 0.9, which further supports the
model's adequacy. The reliability and validity
of the data, as shown in Table 2, were also
deemed satisfactory. This method is used to
prioritize  multiple  samples  without
considering distribution type. In this study, it
was employed to evaluate the significance of
each factor to residents by analyzing their
responses.

The hypothesis that economic, cultural, and
environmental impacts hold equal important
to the community was rejected, indicating that
residents prioritize these factors differently.
Environmental issues were identified as the
most significant concern residents. Similarly,
the hypothesis asserting that social impacts
are equally important was also rejected, with
economic concerns- particularly property
prices- emerging as the most critical factor,
additionally, the hypothesis regarding the
equal importance of negative environmental
impacts was rejected, as residents expressed
the most concern over overcrowding.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study explored the importance of
negative impacts of film tourism on local
residents. While previous research has
acknowledged these adverse effects, none
have prioritized which impacts are most
critical to residents. Our findings revealed that
environmental issues are of paramount
concern for residents in these counties
studied. Social issues, particularly the
growing social gap, are also significant,
alongside economic concerns related to rising
property prices. Within the environmental
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context, overcrowding caused by tourists
emerged as the primary concern. By
highlighting the importance of these negative
factors, our research contributes to the
existing literature on tourism, addressing a
notable gap in the research. Additionally, the
findings can be applied to the broader context
of sustainable tourism development.

Despite offering valuable insights into
residents’ concerns about film tourism, our
study has several limitations. First, because
our research was not exploratory, we may
have overlooked many potential issues related
to film. Second, we did not distinguish
between tourism-related and non-tourism-
related occupations, which could have yielded
deeper insights. Third, the sample was
restricted to two counties and conducted over
a short period.

Therefore, further research is needed in this
area. First, we recommend conducting an
exploratory study on the positive and negative
impacts of film tourism. Second, future
studies should cover a broader geographical
scope to facilitate cross-national analysis and
to understand how different cultures influence
the prioritization of various concerns.
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