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July 30, 2024 : This research was conducted with the overall goal of developing change
. strategies in the higher education system in accounting in Iran.
August 23, 2024 : This research identified the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities,

and threats of the subject using the SWOT matrix and prioritized them using the AHP
technique. The statistical population of the research were knowledgeable and

: subject matter experts in relevant organizations. The SWOT-AHP technique was
May 9, 2024 used to process the information using the Expert Choice software.

The research findings showed that the weaknesses, threats,
opportunities and strengths in the subject under study were assigned the first to
fourth priorities, which indicates the dominance of the risky space over the useful
space. In addition, in prioritizing strategic areas, the results showed that,
respectively, the WT area means defensive strategy (minimum - minimum), the WO
area means adaptive strategy (minimum - maximum strategy), the ST area means
contingency strategy (maximum - minimum), and finally the last strategy is based on

. the SO axis, which means offensive strategy (maximum - maximum). In addition,
SWOT-AHP, based on the TOWS matrix, 12 necessary strategies were designed in the field of

strategic model, change in the higher education system in the field of accounting.
accounting field, : Accounting higher education system in the

higher education, ?st .de.cade due to market changes and innovation system more than any other
. iscipline needs to change and adapt more to the labor market, therefore, they need
educational a model that guides the education system in reaching to these goals. The strategies
system Change designed in this research can be helpful.
: So far, no research with this title has been done
in the country, and due to the existing vacuum, this research was designed and
compiled .

“Corresponding Author: Farshid Kheirollahi
Address: Assistant Professor, Department of Email: F.kheirollahi@razi.ac.ir
Accounting, Faculty of Economics and Accounting, Tel: Click or tap here to enter text.
Razi University, Kermanshah, Iran

Developing strategies for changing the higher education system in Iran: accounting field



10.22080/eps.2025.27818.2283

Volume 13. Issue 25. Spring. 2024. Pages 191 to 215. Journal Educational Planning Studies

The role of accounting in the economic development of countries is not hidden from anyone. In order to
achieve economic development goals, our country should pay more attention to university accounting
education. Training capable accountants who meet the needs of organizations is one of the most important
concerns of today's managers, and in the meantime, the role of universities as a center for training capable
and expert human resources is of great importance. Considering that accounting education in Iran has not
changed significantly in the past fifty years, and on the other hand, with the independence of the accounting
field in the past years, there should be changes in the field of structure and education in this field. So that
according to the latest changes in this field, its students can learn the latest skills. In line with this
importance, the current research seeks to provide the necessary strategies for change in the accounting
higher education system based on strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.

The combined SWOT-AHP method is one of the analytical descriptive methods and is consideredcross-
sectional in terms of time. In order to identify the internal environment (strength, weakness) and external
environment (opportunity and threat), the subject literature was used and the points influencing the change
of the accounting system in the higher education system were identified. The statistical population of the
research was knowledgeable and expert experts in the relevant organizations who were purposefully
selected for the study. SWOT-AHP technique was used to process information using Expert Choice
software.

The findings of the research showed that in evaluating the criteria, weaknesses, threats, opportunities, and
strengths were assigned the first to fourth priorities, which indicates the predominance of the risky
environment over the useful environment. In addition, in the prioritization of strategic areas, the results
showed that WT strategy means defense strategy (minimum-minimum), WO means adaptive strategy
(minimum-maximum strategy), ST strategy means contingency strategy (maximum-minimum), and finally,
the last strategy is The axis of SO means offensive strategy (maximum - maximum). In addition, based on
the TOWS matrix, 12 necessary strategies were designed in the field of change in the higher education
system in the field of accounting, two of which are "updating accounting education systems based on social
and environmental needs and developments in order to coordinate the number of accounting graduates
according to The need of the country™ and "Development of efficient human resources through the exchange
and study opportunity of students and professors to the world's top universities through the government's
special attention to the place of science and technology and especially scientific and international
cooperation in Sind Cheshm Anaz" were one of the most important strategies in this field.

Accounting higher education system in the last decade due to market changes and
innovation system more than any other discipline needs to change and adapt more to the
labor market, therefore, they need a model that guides the education system in reaching to
these goals. The strategies designed in this research can be helpful..

So far, no research with this title has been done in the country, and due to the existing
vacuum, this research was designed and compiled.
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