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Abstract

Employing a qualitative phenomenological approach, this study aimed to
explore teachers’ and parents’ perceptions of the challenges in teaching the
Quran to first-grade elementary students during the 20222023 academic
year. The target group included parents and teachers from Yazd, selected
through criterion-based purposeful sampling, with 17 teachers and 4
parents participating. Sampling continued until theoretical saturation was
achieved. Data were collected using semi-structured interviews and
analyzed via Colaizzi’s seven-step technique. During initial coding, 212
open codes were generated, which were reduced to 103 codes through
condensation. The identified challenges were categorized into 4 main
themes and 19 sub-themes. Challenges related to the design and
development of the Quran textbook with 8 sub-themes, shortcomings in the
implementation of the Quran curriculum with 5 sub-themes, challenges
arising from the inherent nature of Quran as a subject with 3 sub-themes,
and sociocultural and belief-related challenges with 3 sub-themes. The
findings suggest that addressing challenges related to promoting Quranic
culture in society requires collaboration with cultural institutions and
synergy among governmental bodies.
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