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Abstract

Although documentation in the field of cultural heritage plays a pivotal role
in the preservation, management, and transmission of knowledge related to
tangible and intangible assets, such processes, as a key tool for identifying,
evaluating, and recording vatious cultural and historical features and values,
have received limited attention in various international instruments (such
as charters, conventions, regulations, and recommendations). The lack of
systematic documentation and recording of cultural heritage and the loss of
data not only lead to irreparable damage to cultural heritage knowledge but
also create challenges for conservation, restoration, and education processes.
Therefore, this article seeks to clarify the position of cultural heritage
documentation in the aforementioned instruments and to examine its tools
and methods. However, the utilization of these frameworks at the national and
local levels often faces challenges, including the absence of localized execution
standards, a shortage of expertise in employing advanced technologies, and
insufficient financial and educational resources. Methodologically, this article is
based on a systematic analysis of international instruments related to cultural
heritage. By employing a qualitative content analysis approach, it examines the
position and emphasis of documentation within these instruments, along with
its methods and tools. For greater accuracy, a correlation between key concepts
and theoretical frameworks associated with cultural heritage conservation
was established. The research findings indicate that, in general, international
instruments emphasize the importance and necessity of documentation as a
fundamental pillar for the proper preservation and management of cultural
heritage. Such efforts enhance transparency in conservation activities and
facilitate international cooperation, particularly in cases where cultural
properties are threatened by natural or human factors. Some of these
instruments highlight documentation as an integral part of education and
research in the field of cultural heritage, considering it a means to transfer
knowledge and experiences to future generations. This process, by providing
comprehensive and accurate information, plays a vital role in preserving the
authenticity, values, and sustainability of cultural properties at a global level and
contributes to decision-making and policymaking related to cultural heritage.
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Table 1. Summary of guidelines for preparing nomination dossiers for inscription on the World Heritage List,
Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the 1972 Convention, (UNESCO, 2011, pp.122-102).
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SIR HENRY RAWLINSON ON THE ROCK OF BEHISTUN
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Figure 1. Sir Henry Creswicke Rawlinson (1810-1895)
on the Rock of Bisotun (www.bridgemanimages.com).
By copying the trilingual inscriptions (Elamite, Persian,
and Babylonian) carved into the bas-relief of Darius
the Great in Bisotun, Rawlinson paved the way for
the complete discovery and reading of ancient Persian

script. Illustration (lithograph) for Arthur Mee's Story
Book by English School (Mee, 1900).
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Table 3. Factors affecting the selection of a suitable documentation system (Taher Tolou Del & Kamal Tabrizi,
1998, p. 133).
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Figure 3. The Sennedjem Lintel from the Phoebe A.
Hearst Museum of Anthropology at the University
of California, Berkeley. RTT representation showing
color information (bottom portion) and “specular

enhancement” mode showing surface shape and

enhanced reflectance (top portion) (Mudge et al., 2010).
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Figure 2. Top: Infrared thermography (IRT) images
of the walls of the Buonconsiglio Castle in Italy,
revealing older layers. The color spectrum illustrates
the temperature variations of the walls (Rizzi et al.,
2007); Bottom: Thermograms of a Roman terracotta.
Thermogram a show that, 0.02 s after the light pulse,
the two shells indicated by the arrows have the same
temperature (same colour). In the thermogram b
obtained 2 s after the pulse, the shell at the top appears
warmer revealing a concretion interlayer between the
shell and the earthenware (Mercuri et al., 2014).
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Figure 4. Relationship between object size and accuracy for different measurement technique
(Boehler, et al., 2001, Rodrsguez-Gonzdlveza et al., 2017, p. 611).
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