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Chromium Geothermal, solar, 36% South Africa
wind
Bauxite Wind, solar 24% Guinea
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Zirconium (ores Green hydrogen 15% South Africa, Senegal, Mozambique
and concentrates)

Vanadium Steel, batteries 13% South Africa

Copper EVs, wind, solar 6% DRC, Zambia

Lithium Batteries 4% DRC, Zimbabwe, Mali

Nickel EVs, wind 4% Madagascar, South Africa

Tellurium Solar 3% South Africa

Rare earth Wind 1% Tanzania, South Africa, Madagascar,
Burundi

Sources: UNCTAD, Critical Minerals and Routes to Diversification in Africa, 2023; USGS, Mineral
Commodity Summaries, 2023; UNEP, Environmental aspects of critical minerals in Africa in the clean
energy transition, 2023; IRENA, Geopolitics of the Energy Transition: Critical Materials, 2023.
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Investigating of the role played by Africa in the
geopolitical relations of the contemporary world
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Absact

In recent decades, Africa is increasingly recognized as an important geopolitical
player in the national and international arena. Therefore, the traditional and emerging
powers pay a lot of attention to this continent. Many of them are revising their
strategies in dealing with this continent. The importance of Africa in the third
millennium is known to world powers. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to
investigate and analyze the role played by Africa in the geopolitical relations of the
contemporary and future world. In order to achieve this goal, a descriptive-analytical
method has been used. The findings of the research showed that Africa's relations
with peripheral and core governments in the economic dimension include
(agricultural institutions, digital economy, rapid economic growth, energy security,
oil and gas resources, minerals) and in the political dimension including
(immigration) South to North, drug trafficking, wildlife, great power competition,
democracy and increasing violent extremism and Islamist terrorism. Finally, it
should be stated that the growing global importance of Africa has been largely
interpreted through geopolitical competition in the international arena.
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