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The Presence of Nahid Goddess in Iranian Stories Like

the Chinese Story of Ye Xian
(Based on Historical and Geographical Approach)

Azadeh Pashootanizadeh*!

Abstract

"Ye Xian" is the name of the protagonist of one of the most prominent
Chinese stories based on hostility of the stepmother and her daughter
with "Ye Xian". Receiving a blue dress with golden shoes to
participate in the festival by a metaphysical force that leads to Ye
Xian’s marriage to the king is the most important similarity to the
story of "Cinderella". In addition to the previous commonalities, the
protagonist’s ability to relate to clothes and the presence of
metaphysical power in creature bones (fish or cow) is the similarity of
"Ye Xian" with different versions of Iranian stories. The story "
Zoroastrians’ BiBi Se-Sanbeh" is a logical continuation of various
examples of the same story with similar or dissimilar names such as
"Ma hpisa ni" in different regions of Iran. The feminine dimension
and the names of the protagonists of the stories, the importance of
textiles and clothing, the presence of various symbols of water and the
Nahid goddess, solving problems by magical power are common
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aspects in all stories. Matching historical periods and events with the
geography of Iran’s holy shrines and tombs has led to the formation of
similar stories in Sistan, Shahre Ray and Khorasan. In addition to the
blue color, cows and fish can be considered as other symbols of water
and Nahid goddess. "Pa rs-ba na " is one of the series of stories of
"Zoroastrian’s Pira n" and it is like the story of the tomb of "BiBi
Sahr-ba na " in Shahre Ray, which led to the connection of Islamic
and pre-Islamic stories and symbols. This is because it declares
"Pars-ba ni" and the widow of Imam Hossein, "Sahr-ba na" as
sisters. The names of the protagonists are "Sahr-ba ni /Fateme/BiBi",
which originally refers to a character. The motifs of the silk fabrics
uncovered from the tomb of BiBi Sahr-ba ni , Sassanid era bull busts
in the Nahid Bishapur temple with a mosaic porch provide pictorial
and symbolic information related to these stories.

Keywords: Water and Nahid goddess; Iranian and Zoroastrian "BiBi
Se-8anbeh" stories; Chinese story "Ye Xian"; Iranian story
"Ma hpisa ni*; blue dress and golden shoes.

Introduction

Nahid goddess and her symbols are present in all stories of
Khorasan/Sistan’s BiBi Se-Sanbeh, "Zoroastrians’ BiBi Se-Sanbeh ",
"Ma hpisa ni" and Chinese story "Ye Xian". The magical force that
gives the female protagonist the luxurious blue dress and golden shoes
to provide the conditions for her marriage with the king/prince
through water is the same Nahid goddess who supports girls in getting
married. The Sassanid era mosaics near the temple of Nahid goddess
and the exposed silk cloths from the tomb of "BiBi Sahr-ba nii " have
similar symbols of a man with the ears and horns of a cow. The
importance of the cow and its relationship with water in the Nahid
temple can be seen in the form of cow-shaped Capitals, and the image
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of the lady in blue with a golden shoe in the mosaic porch is the
embodiment of the protagonist of these stories and the story of
Cinderella.

Research Background

Most of the research that have been done on Iranian stories and
Chinese story, "Ye Xian" which is like "Cinderella™ have been in the
field of comparative literature or the literature of nations, and the
traces of Nahid goddess in the oral literature and folklore culture of
Iran and Zoroastrians have not been identified.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The Goals of this research is to find the symbols of the Nahid goddess
in the various layers of the stories that guide and support the female
protagonist. In this regard, the following research question was raised:

How did the Nahid goddess become important in the folklore
culture and oral literature of Iran and the world?

The cultural diplomacy formed between China and Iran, which
came about through the Silk Road and the Zoroastrian migration after
the destruction of the Sassanid dynasty, led to the sharing of the
symbols of Nahid goddess in the story of "Ye Xian™ and Iranian
stories.

Research method

By using the historical and geographical method and combining it
with cultural linguistic and symbology, this research has achieved an
interdisciplinary way to analyze symbols in stories. The overlapping
of historical events and their connection with geographical areas and
in addition, the presence of Sassanid period mosaic porches or blessed
tombs that have oral literature along with silk fabrics have led to the
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identification of the symbol of Nahid goddess in Iranian and Chinese
stories.

Main Discussion

The generality of all stories is like "Cinderella”; but they have
diversity in components. The helping magical force in "Ye Xian" is a
red fish, which is replaced by a red cow in the story of
"Khorasan/Sistan’s BiBi Se-Sanbeh" and a yellow cow in the story
"Ma hpisa ni". Cows and fish are the symbols of Nahid goddess, the
pond full of fish in "Pir-e Estir" and the tombs of Sasanian princesses
and sisters "BiBi Sahr-ba nii" and "Pa rs-ba nii " have made these
shrines a place for the Nahid goddess. The different names of the
protagonists refer to a certain character who is supported by Nahid
goddess.

Conclusion

The evolution of "Khorasan/Sistan’s BiBi Se-Sanbeh" stories can be
traced based on the last Sassanid cities and the place of migration of
Zoroastrians. Because Sistan is the place where the son of Yazdgerd
Il founded the second Sassanid government with the help of the
Chinese, and Khorasan is the burial ground of Yazdgerd Il from
where the Zoroastrians migrated to China. Therefore, Sistan and
Khorasan are the last Zoroastrian cities that relate to China. For this
reason, the story of " Zoroastrians’ BiBi Se-Sanbeh" is a logical
continuation of "Khorasan/Sistan’s BiBi Se-Sanbeh" and is considered
its second part. "Ma hpisa ni" is another version of the same story,
which introduces native cotton as a symbol of ugliness and contrasts it
with silk as a symbol of beauty.
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Image 1, A) Golden cup of Hassanloo, around the 12th century BC, source:
(Pakbaz, 2002, p. 765).

() e A 5S 05 m Sl s oS50 5l S e ol b () el
(Y o ATa4

Image 1, B) Silk fabric discovered from the shrine of Bibi Shahrbanu,
Cleveland Museum, source: (Zare Khalili, 2020, p. 103).
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Image 1, C) "Xain" next to a lacquer coffin in the tomb of Marquis Yi.

Archaeological discovery of Zhonguo zhongda Source: (ancient tombs, p.
62) Site: https: //depts. washington. edu/chinaciv/tg/tarchae. Pdf
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Image 2, A) Sasanian tray, Venus goddess, Hermitage Museum, Leningrad
Source: (Pashootanizadeh, 2017, p. 99)
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Images 2, B) Silk cloth discovered from the shrine of Bibi Shahrbanu, Venus
goddess, Cleveland Museum, source: (Zare Khalili, 2020, p. 103)
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Image 2, C) Silk fabric, 10th and 11th centuries AD, source: (Khazaei, 2002, p. 137)
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Image 3, A) Mosaic porch of Bishapur, an aristocratic lady in a blue dress
and a golden shoe.
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Image 3, B) Mosaic porch of Bishapur, an aristocratic lady with her legs
covered by a skirt.
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Image 3, C) Mosaic porch of Bishapur, a lady playing the harp with bare feet.
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Image 4, A) Stone inscription from the Anahita Temple, Bishapur, which
identifies the cow as the animal symbol of the Venus goddess.
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Image 4, B) Mosaic porch of Bishapur, a man with the horns and ears of a cow.
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Image 4, C) Silk fabric motif discovered from the shrine of Bibi Shahrbanu,

a man riding a bull with horns and ears of a bull, Cleveland Museum, source:
(Zare Khalili, 2020, p. 102)
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(o,
Image 5, A): The Pars Banu stone inscription, which mentions two things
related to other hypertexts. First: The Parsi lady is introduced as the aunt of
Imam Sajjad (AS). Therefore, Bibi Shahr Banu and Pars Banu are sisters,

and second: The slaughter of cattle continued at the Pars Banu shrine until
1858. (Source: Author)
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Image 5, B): The presence of a water basin in the Pars Banu shrine, which is
the counterpart of the water basin in the tomb of Bibi Shahr Banu. (Source:
Author)

\ias



VEF il s onaoss ) 5ylad Y L wle Olusl 5 Ko 5 dalials g
ST R R A

Lolwls LM\ ¥

Xian stsls 510A isens N\ V¥

GEOL i o) 4 aS sl Jome A3 oa, s wYe Xiany casews pl o

L::J‘)‘ w)%)‘ﬂﬁ&))u‘)mﬁ)) ‘Lf"j} ?K&j‘).& .J‘)‘b Q).@-\:J

9 VJU; LS)JLAL.’L.J) el Lol LSJ.J“\K} ul;\_:p- d},_e YIS RGN 4_:_79)

s e lde Al SOw Sl O soa Ye Xiany LS e S5 5 s
Yer U sl o °t§TJ;>~>£,~| B 63l Lol sl s S abs
Ye ) (S5, 830 .JSM‘)OT}%;"J. Ly 2k U wds |, Xian
S o a2 la0) g sl Gy 5 ol OAs axiS Sl 1, Xian
03 s 5 6kl &S (658, 5 S e 8 1) ale sladl el (Ye Xiany

'J"«’)}Lf LS)L.’. L&adb}r_lw\ )‘ °)‘_}:‘*j“’.' BE )jﬁ.é}- LS‘)" cJJ)‘J )‘9—.,5_7- 0)‘_9.1.5,.?-

R S 5 s u‘fT AL sl aYe Xian gl 50 sl sladl el

B S bt 4 iS5 a5 Alome s Ye Xian) Lol £5 5] o wal 3

O cmlo s a5 b b 0T alios b eliol A8 0 (S 1) 28

9 'J"SLSA C\jb)'\ )\ L’ Ye Xianm u,:.el.i )\ o g LY C\_}Jj\ )\ L’ G '>‘>J§L5‘

2 g<~w U‘;’J.’.) o M/mb;c b U‘;J:>" E) vj& 6)3[.0[.; ;oJ.SJ.i. 6@@\&

OYAF (o) Ly e 4238 OLE

\ai



6303 55 g 0303 Shalie Sl eaolials 53 aal gl o

Colul B 5 Olis) aiditns o 0 Oliwls F-V-Y
R R TS S E e N e P S8 K crlo abls

o 3 8 et Odedion L Oles Ly U sl e aabl & ey B £ 5 4y

S 03 Akl oS alSis 5 as (5 bl 58 Gy Sy 4y 58 OS>
aabl 5l 0Lyl ddls il OF 53 dle Sk am oS Ay (1 4y 5SS
O s 4kl a5l S 5 sl w0 1) 2 U Wlso Sl ol b a5 sl
‘)mﬁ&béﬂmw‘j“%ﬁwﬁ‘@ﬂf&ﬁ(KAAL@UJ#S@
Ll o 05 sbdiodom s 5 58 Glagls 51 (S5 51 (25003 5 o b oy S8 4

.hwj: U‘LS‘)JLALJ RLEBLY Lol 4.:...,:;' uﬂjj?/dlij CJ.A 9 040 U"”Jf'l; CL..Z )‘ E)

S8 ladlpaal wl 5 ol .28 dalg S8 5 a5 e e 55l 5l B
Lol L odday (oL Waglssanl 51 28l SaS 4 5l OLA)'JA;L;;S&:)_}'JJL;S B
xS 53 (GG pbs win o didan S Sl ol 5 BS1, ole By
(ebl) ol 22505 B2 0 07 A Bl 4 b St 4 Gl Sl
Ere 98 a0l e bl 5 LT o s OF Sl Ol oK . 5S odi,
St 5 6oll 4l B s, S Lol 5 a8 a8 o Jigel b Ll (S e i
slbezul 518 a0l sl 3 anbl (g, e olisl 255 ey e i 4 anbl O
4 iS5k o8 Ll gt g (I S5 5 et ) o U o 5 b

ouzgﬁ‘\s@".)w)\wJf&‘)d]i)ﬁffi)édmm&iujﬂ

LU b o b O el 5558 00 s LS 4520 3,08 o ¢ Sl ol ol sun

j‘ 4.>-jlﬂ oLi.ng}mg. UJSLSA dL@-“i)ijJ)J b 4.0.19‘.9 ‘6)JL°L; Lol kS C‘jb)\ S

(B35 J55 om Gl &) S35 S8 500 S8 VL Sl s 255

Y#0



VEF il s onaoss ) 5ylad Y L wle Olusl 5 Ko 5 dalials g

e b bl ol S e S osbel BB s 18 el wopt Aebl
Ll S b 3 ol 3l3 poin (65 a0 45 1 I 5 S e 2l nl olal,
LS szﬂc»z Lot loan 511 aidan g0 6w L3, psls) 480 Wil o
S 1y e phu o3l 5 LS o 28 b K1) b 53 s e 3l s (5500l
Gends (o e D3 b o0 sl ol 1L S e 5 s e Sl Al s
3ph arlye wies Glass b e Oz 5 i 3 0 S Rl 4 sl L O
Shas dends oo oS Jl s 1) aebl 5 A e anxl e deads ol ene
Ll ooir DS 4 Dl 3 b e e o ) el 00 5 555
055 3 ki ) (Alalan OBk 0387 1S3 51 ey slisly ey 5358 0 QUL
w3503 4 3558 3l 5 X e gl S L Kl i3 gy S e 2S5l
S5 B e sl e e sy e s
s S 65 A 3 e OIS 4 dends 6l 28 3l e Sy, S

A e

dogls U ogyn OMG5 a and iy oo 2 e S el ena pole e LSS

ax g LS e nd ulels Llie s rbd; B Ll ol 18 a5l a8
o i O1 Sl aabls 31 358 0 (G0 3k 4 oy el il o s (G KaLS
iS5l ot g ok L3 SIS Lol s oS Wl e Sled 1L 5 358 e b
st o3 D QIS 2SS Sl e e elisl ey DUl s
rlpe o3l Blsdis IS ek 2 Sl 4 LS s | elpald Sus e

P8 Sazt samme) 23,5 o on 15 ol 51 ealpals cmals el 51 a5 o

\f44



6303 55 g 0303 Shalie Sl eaolials 53 aal gl o

) A g g Okwls F-V-¥
Lol s g Ol s g 0Ll b S5 gal il & Ol sbel Wb ) S
23 HKgdge Obly Sl OLLA L (S0L5 sae Bl & 5 (B0 5 (S5 ae s
OLSL Lol S o BlT 5 aniliy plge o 1 0T & Aty o SSUT e Sl
53 05,0 Blg 4 Ld el 3o ok BT csu bl &S K pd e 4 s
oy 4 ey e Sl S e L ) Ol 5 8 sl A 4 4kl
L LI ool 8L sl s p 5SS 00 plasl 5, 8551 533 8 sl
b aidan pp GOl ke 53 b had 68 35k e ol en SlpL L5 LS 0 S5
St 5 06 w3l b s S or mar o 538 6l b ol sladsy Olal 0
S aidan o g Sl 5 LS 0 SWS 5 sl pl b s sl B 1 (o 6
ST 4y Al (gl S e Sl 5l e Aibed o b 5 251 alp 5 5
b Olsen 3l 2SS 1y (6o 6w didowy 310 4y S| oS das o U8 ST
S ey e Oty SBUT 4 35 8 il SIS Sl S slisl ey olil o8
B S s S e @\j}ﬁg shsleslals 5 L e 05w U1l 5 58
b e SHle (s 0k b eslials s e slials sl O il
OLL oS (355 S o 23l Shos 5315 O b s sl Ol sl S e 2l
Ol ol o 63 4y 5 5,5 s 3 oS 5l 5l S sk o8 s Ll o
Ll a8 48 B | 22358 5 diK 1 586 55050 55 ml & ol
S5 o bl pean 335 (0 LSy 5 5 350 gn arlge Dl Sl hes ity
6 spd e W on 503 5558 deads (B35 WS L Olses 5 35l e Lisa

05 Ssd o deads &l JM;TM G P I IR SR U ﬂﬂwﬂ Jags

\ta%



VEF il s onaoss ) 5ylad Y L wle Olusl 5 Ko 5 dalials g

Sy ok Gl Ol - 5 Wsgr ol Ll s 5 5 Sl ol aw o ol 5
e 1 S e enl3als S gy 0 JKE @l 8l S e ealials 4 s
5 Sup WSS w Sl 5 U (,..Sda e |y v_',\].alj} :,\dea D (S g

fﬁ\.&« 4 s Bl 5 Ll S o@)&i 459 Oldle L oosliall .Jﬂ..L“IL;a o3l al

el ol b 3 jalet 4w 081 S S Bl piT 4 b das e s 3
5 3phe Wbyl syl D By sl wlskia 5 e 5 s Wng s
Lol Slasli) ol 5 i 5S (0 5 35 o S i o 1 Al a ins
555 G 1 Ll O S e S Sl als el eslpald 4| Lot
53 dsmn ) ks e s s an 5 LS ad sl SE Ll o35 e Ly Sl oS
LS o 05558 Olas 07 5 Leoe dends B3 4 aS pan S TR
4 s b axls ol L e Ay Al e OS50 L e
Mosa 05 5 2 by o dor koS 02588 Gamess 5 a5 S0
38 or 550 e S I e DI e 5 ) O el b 35
S o she ol g3 D 5 T e R R
slizel adam g 4 Ll BL Ol Sh S e s Ll e 4 s Us
diixe 45 dad o I8 NS ey by w4 LS e sl kb Ll 5l s Lol
O 4 IG5 Sz plKis 5 LIS e cur s (Gas s S a3
O P RSE ST IS VR N VLAY OLOIG) 4 oS sl 51 3y S o0
35 GLolT (@M ) il b (S (sl ] ss@j,\ﬁ,:; o dans 335 g0 e 9 KS
Blots 5 on 2 an bcomns JWS 3 5 wliS o |y s 5 > S o ke 1

3 asie Sl e ALS b e ST B8 (g g e s o0

YFA



6303 55 g 0303 Shalie Sl eaolials 53 aal gl o

b b ol 5L epman ool S, 5 Lo B alb e i w0 |y oo wlialy
Lo 1 ohml ol 51 Al e ) dgads e s o Ol o 511y 58 0 pDE
g0 e ol o8 dad e )t oldoly S o i ) rle b s sl e
s Js 3 il 5 e (oS A B aS Sl andan ap Okl Sl
Ol ¢ 5D Slige 3L2il,) dwy Shaaisl & B S 1) andaw o0 (Solse b

(Yvav

Slimels Oluls f\-¥
OF 53 6ol psle 1y o 158 o 5 s o 5l g 4 anlS SO gl g e
oot 0355 U ody MBS F o Bl L e sle (B g 550 oS
Plgd ool Gy ez Sl dn A8 o ) LI e OB Lol L5 S s ity oS e
bl oae 35 1wl o8 Sa) pa Sled 5 ssd e 53,5 S8 oS
sl 25 bl Bloed belan oS 1) Jho s Sy s 5 s e sl el

B das o aiy 5 omnm S5 sl @ Ja) o2 5 LS e Ol SLed b sl

S byl ey 535500 GRAS 3L (G A 05 S8 0l ;’L<'-°
Sl (b ol 5w Ols 5 by :-'Lijgg" Sled « S8 SN e el (g5 KL
323 b ks s Ut o plil dig)ls S 0 dldb s a5 500 00 ol 5l
S dms e gl a8 sl 5 deus e Silaan o s 3pd e S

ool S5 dpie ST OTL I (25550 b ol Ols, OF 51t O b (lanir

((@Lif:eu))@jxs@ ‘)JS@\}‘ .b/,:f)\} UZ\M[}: XD °JL~:‘“&}U;‘L5;L::€:

Ol et Ol sl g ‘Jsjfyébéj&jlasﬁd):ulj Sgh o s

v54



VEF il s onaoss ) 5ylad Y L wle Olusl 5 Ko 5 dalials g

uT Caewdy b )\r.cbﬁb v\.ssdﬁ"}&“ﬁﬁ L;LA‘C..G; L;;Ua.c}‘ L;b c.).l,wj.edcﬁb,ab;

E) LSJJLAU cbj,.i‘_;c oLirbLi. ),25-5 I .b‘yfv J.?CMZ) G "\"S;f v.iwb al?w

LS)U.ZA 6).>LAU JMSL;G L};\Ju) e BE b v.;l..f;.:..s:au_j JJ)J& IS u.::jl;—.)
al}:«.rdu.ﬂauJ.S‘j,wv.h)\uMJ&J%&AM)&S&QCS;VAL‘JM

‘}wvﬁj“)u&wuJ\Aédawjji-&i)‘d.gﬁb}JJSL;)Lij‘)"UJ_j)daﬁb

bee o L AS 5 Ly U Lol gl pwsye 53 s> Gl 5 &S

BES) ..l:."a\dn uI S )J&.&S@Q@f}b (alf.& Lol cJ})L;a&i;.-A.g)\ ..,\;Su.a
@wudlﬁ}.}M}M&‘Jﬁ,‘)ﬂ&s‘ﬁgj&ﬂﬁmﬂ)JobbliﬂM
oliole sle 555 FILgPty LS o S (5 0kl S C\j.s)‘\ oL L »Jfg;a oS
‘M\)jlfésj_f&MM.M&&«S@%OL»«{@L!&\)\)@\
oolen b1y a5 o8 i sy e s el 4 BB L Slinele (ol Oles Ll
9 b)j}d b )K C;.J:}f J'§J,A)) v\i‘;@ Juﬁau o 92 .LSL;a U'.’.Ji.'.b'
o LS o ol o Gligele(S 3 e 3 LMT@? L o8 lad) sl
Sliele (b ool 51 S g ) S S (Lo Bl e sl g A 5)

oA ULl s | o&;kiﬂbsfi&ﬁ)ijﬁdj)s ookl law g
6\.@4}:.«4 ..LSL;a U‘:ﬂ B &Llﬁol.a ‘oLZJLi. e B e u.)l.wﬁol.» g 3l P

Olen L gloylsd 5 5laS ol (g obb a5d o s ol b S am b ¢ Sliels

O e gl sl 31 elisl ey B LS e Sligele 4 5 3553 0 ol LS

J»Sda C)b- 3) ij CM»‘% )‘ b &L"Mwau )Juj;‘& b j‘ m;.ii FLR Y

(T8 g VFY O 8IS ST 5 o)



6303 55 g 0303 Shalie Sl eaolials 53 aal gl o

o Ko gl hls el s bl ccd Ve wlin bolkuls s oS
Adaw () A 53 &S Cal e sl uYe Xian) s skass,l ool
S sl 355 58 L Sligele Bl 53 5 w5 L Ol 5 Ol
s el Gl B b oalie Bids 8 aidan Sl @S B 5o )l
el 0l S8 Kl ale ls &gl (Ol g Andian o o
u_ijf_,l;- (33 S 3,5 g3 ol w S sl 5 obe =y Sligele) Olisls
Ldde o0 o3 o il S0s glaokials o b/ 58 Ol gl sl (g 0
rlden SUrdlosms o st oo Dloalir e 4 L eddaniS I 50kt
5L s bl (Slig a by e Jolie Olils U5 Cypsme daOkals
2 gl b 23 b sl Ol (al/ 8 QBT L 0 Ol sl
38 el oS a4 bgpaS G3lse 5 S Gl oS WSLLS Lol i (e
35080 al U zlsasl s olisly s 2 gn 355 L1y S SIS o 0L
S 105 oS 5 (LS e Bl ediS el ol b ol ol e ) e ol
U5 sl Olsiets e sde ol (S n e Ol Ole gd ey SAyliS Ol ey
S E 5T 0 03550 1 31 e dg 4 B G5 s sl b Ol e
Ol g g0 Jodd Ols o 5 QU5 8 5y (Sla jw 4 a8 (Glo o = 5 &l gin G/ pBle

JJ‘OM)‘JD/\S Lf.\f‘ 6[.&4.!}».! gﬁlﬁ‘)éjyl-@.’ﬂ;/ﬂj

VA



wle Olusl 5 Ko 5 dalials g

VECE Cigunsl s onsas B Eyles Y L

(06, 1p20) Oliuls Ko ;3 S ks polie 1) Jgr

Table 1: Common elements in all stories (Source: Author)
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Table 2: Common elements in Iranian stories (Source: Author)
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Table 3: Commonalities between stories and the Tang Dynasty (Source:

Author)
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