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The Lived Experience of the Lak People Immigrants

from Kinship and Ethnic Connections
(Case Study of Kouhdasht Immigrants Residing in Tehran)

Mojtaba Hemayatkhah * !, Akram Bagheri?, Rahman Bagheri?

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the situation of kinship and
ethnic connections of Lak immigrants living in Nezam-Abad
neighborhood of Tehran using an interpretive phenomenology
method. Data were collected through in-depth interviews with 21
participants and analyzed using Colaizzi seven-step method, resulting
in nine sub-categories and one core category. The subcategories
included a predominance of endogamy, generational difference, sense
of social and place belonging, continuity of relationships with the
birthplace, continuity of relationships with neighbors, simplification
of communication, limited interactions, adherence to local ethnic
customs, and maintenance of solidarity. The core category was "effort
to maintain neighborhood and hometown connections”. First-
generation migrants, in particular, expressed a strong desire and
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emphasis on maintaining interactions and relationships with Laks
residing in Nezamabad neighborhood and with relatives in Kuhdasht
county. They demonstrated their sense of belonging to their birthplace
in various ways. Given the tangible difference in the socialization
experiences of first-generation and subsequent generations of
migrants, traditional sources of identification may be subject to
rethinking. Consequently, their connections and relationships with
each other and with their homeland may change, and perhaps the
actions and behaviors of subsequent generations will align more
homogeny with the dominant culture of the host society. Their sense
of belonging and commitment to the components of their ethnic origin
culture may take on a more symbolic form.

Keywords: Culture; lived experience; Immigrants; Lak People;
kinship and ethnic Connections.

Research Background

The extensive migration to Tehran has led to an increase in cultural
and ethnic diversity and mixing within the city, highlighting the
importance of researching the cultural identity of migrant groups.

Among the migrants in Tehran, a significant number belong to the Lak
ethnic group. In Iran, limited studies have been conducted on kinship
networks and hometown associations in recent years. For instance,
Ghasemi and Mahmoudian (2013) demonstrated that most migrants,
prior to migration, had pre-existing social networks, particularly
kinship, family, friendship, and neighborhood networks in their
potential destinations. Rostamalizadeh (2015) also identified the main
functions of hometown associations as maintaining connections
among members, maintaining cultural identity, and assisting fellow
townspeople both in Tehran and in their hometowns. Alimandgari and
colleagues (2022) demonstrated that migration networks played a
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significant role in individuals' decisions to migrate. It can be said that
few studies have specifically focused on the lived experiences of
migrants (internal migration) from a particular ethnic group,
particularly in terms of their kinship and ethnic relations.

Goals, questions, and assumptions
This study aims to determine if kinship and ethnic relationships
among Lak migrants and with their ancestral homeland have been lost
or if they continue to be a significant part of their identity, have
evolved with new dimensions. However, the following research
questions were raised:
1. What experience do first and second-generation migrants have of
kinship and ethnic relations?
2. If these relationships have undergone rethinking and change, how
do migrants perceive and interpret these changes?
Studying these cases can help understand the processes of
collective identity change, acculturation, identification, and inform
cultural and social policymaking.

Main discussion

After analyzing the data, nine sub-categories and one core category
titled "Efforts to Maintain Neighborhood and Hometown connections"
were identified. As social agents, migrants are compelled to interact
with their new environment and gradually rethink some of their ethnic
and cultural identity-forming resources. First-generation migrants, in
particular, expressed a strong desire and emphasis on maintaining
interactions and relationships with Lak residing in Nezamabad
neighborhood and with relatives in Kuhdasht County. Current
generations of migrants, despite their similarities with the host society,
emphasize their differences from other ethnic groups, this emphasis
does not necessarily imply a lack of commonalities with the host or
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other ethnic and cultural groups. Rather, they selectively highlight
minor cultural features as ‘'symbols and signs of difference’ to
distinguish themselves from other ethnic and cultural groups. Due to
the tangible differences in socialization experiences across
generations, future generations may significantly reduce their
interactions and kinship and ethnic connections with their fellow
homeland residing in Tehran and their paternal birthplace. However,
they might still maintain a sense of belonging to the Lak culture and
their paternal homeland, expressing it through alternative, real or
symbolic means, a phenomenon Gans (1979) called ‘symbolic
ethnicity'.

Conclusion

Immigrants cannot solely rely on traditional and ethnic components to
survive in the multicultural environment of the host society. While
rethinking their cultural-ethnic components, they still strive to
maintain their kinship and ethnic relations. The depth and extent of
Rethinking vary across different levels and components of ethnic
identity. Moreover, this process does not necessarily imply a desire to
assimilate into the host society's culture at all times. Given the
tangible differences in socialization experiences across generations,
traditional sources of identification may be subject to Rethinking.
Consequently, their connections and relationships with each other and
with their homeland may change, and perhaps the actions and
behaviors of subsequent generations will align more homogeny with
the dominant culture of the host society. Their sense of belonging and
commitment to the components of their ethnic origin culture may take
on a more symbolic form.
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Table 2. Concepts, sub-categories, and Core category
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