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Abstract

The Contrast between tradition and modernity has always been a driving force in
the dynamics of various societies. Writers who are deeply invested in their cultural
heritage, perceiving their identity intertwined with it, strive to juxtapose traditional
elements against modernity while maintaining a profound understanding of their
society's past. Joukha Al-Harithi, a contemporary Omani author, and Simin
Daneshvar, a renowned Iranian writer, delve into the exploration of women's social
status and their strengths and weaknesses within society in their respective works.
In her novel "Naranja," Al-Harithi employs a first-person perspective spanning two
distinct time periods to narrate the stories of two generations grappling with an
identity crisis situated between tradition and modernity. Daneshvar's celebrated
novel "Souvashun™ chronicles the experiences of an Iranian family during World
War Il, as they confront various forms of discrimination and strive to mitigate them.
Given the prominence of the tradition-modernity dichotomy in both novels, this
research aims to conduct a comparative analysis of "Naranja" and "Souvashun™
through a descriptive-analytical lens, focusing on this particular theme. The
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findings reveal that both authors utilize female characters to illuminate the
contradictions and conflicts arising between tradition and modernity in domains
such as marriage, family, rural, and urban life. A key distinction between the two
narratives lies in their temporal representations of tradition and modernity. While
"Naranja" contrasts the past as tradition with the present as modernity, "Souvashun™
simultaneously depicts both tradition and modernity within a single time frame.

Keywords: social criticism, tradition and modernity, Joukha Al-Harithi, Simin
Daneshvar, Naranja, Souvashun.

Introduction

The conflict between tradition and modernity has always been a prominent theme
in various societies, significantly influencing their advancement or hindrance. This
conflict plays a crucial role, especially in the works of writers concerned with
identity and cultural heritage. Simin Daneshvar, a contemporary Iranian author, in
her novel Savushun, and Jokha Alharthi, an Omani author, in her novel Naranjeh,
specifically address the issue of women's status in society and the role of conflicts
between tradition and modernity.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to analyze the two novels and
aims to provide a comprehensive picture of how the conflict between tradition and
modernity impacts identity, values, and social changes.

Results and Discussion

Structure and Themes of the Works

Savushun: The story revolves around an lIranian family during World War |1,
grappling with issues such as social discrimination and class conflicts. Daneshvar
attempts to create a meaningful connection between tradition and modernity, where
characters, while adhering to traditional values, also confront the challenges of
modernity.
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Naranjeh: The narrative follows Omani women living in a world caught between
tradition and modern changes. Alharthi employs a first-person perspective and the
narration of two generations to portray the identity crisis. She explicitly recounts
the conflict between tradition and modernity through themes such as marriage,
family, and social changes.

Conflict in Values

Traditional and Forced Marriage: In both works, marriage is challenged as one of
the most important pillars of society. In Naranjeh, early marriages are depicted,
where characters often enter marital life without their own choice. In Savushun, the
rituals and ceremonies of marriage implicitly reflect the cultural complexities that
exist among families.

Family and Social Changes: The family serves as the main center for preserving
tradition in both novels. In Savushun, the family is not only a place of comfort but
also a battleground for maintaining values against social changes. In Naranjeh,
families are often portrayed as transitioning from traditional to modern structures,
where characters like Bint Amir and Zuhour grapple with new challenges.

Folk Beliefs and Their Conflict with Modern Rationality

Folk beliefs prominently feature in both novels. In Naranjeh, beliefs in the evil eye
and the influence of charms on the characters' daily lives are evident. In Savushun,
Daneshvar clearly references beliefs such as fortune-telling, magic, and their impact
on social and family decisions.

Women in the Arena of Tradition and Modernity Conflict

The authors utilize female characters to illustrate the conflict between tradition and
modernity.  In Savushun, Zari symbolizes a conscious woman gradually
transforming from a passive role to an active character in the social scene. In
Naranjeh, characters like Kahl and Zuhour represent women striving to align
themselves with modernity to build better lives.

Conclusion
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These two novels clearly demonstrate how the conflict between tradition and
modernity leads to profound cultural and social changes in diverse societies.
Although both works address similar themes, geographical, historical, and social
differences between Iran and Oman have influenced the portrayal of these themes.
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