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Abstract
Parvin E'tesami's poetry from the perspective of the intra-cultural and extra-cultural
period (with the approach of comparative literature).Parvin E'tesami, a modernist
and classical poet, despite her short life, left behind a fruitful and influential poems
that were effective in promoting mental, intellectual, and cultural health, especially
in the literary and artistic fields, as well as in preserving the social order and in the
growth of the spiritual of Iranian society. If we leave aside the gender view and
examine Parvin's poems from the perspective of poetic art, we can better understand
the art of this concerned person who is in pain. According to human nature and, as
a result, femininity sense, Parvin uses her poetic art more in the service of human
teachings and illumination within man than her artistic expression. This article
seeks to investigate the origins of the intellectual teachings and enlightened
philosophy of this rare poetess. For this purpose, Parvin Etsami's poetry is analyzed
and described, with the approach of comparative literature, from two perspectives:
intra-cultural and extra-cultural, study culture and:- Intra-cultural factors and
elements that caused the birth and growth of Pravin’s thought and the formation
and growth of his artistic personality; and also

The extra-cultural elements and factors that led to the formation of the

*Corresponding Author's E-mail: m_pirani@sbu.ac.ir


https://clrj.modares.ac.ir/article-12-77684-fa.html

[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2025-04-29 |

Parvin Etesami's Poetry... Mansour Pirani
C L

R

worldview and artistic attitude of the poet are discussed and investigated and its
sources are explained.

Keywords: Parvin E'tesami, intra-cultural, extra-cultural, elements, sources,
worldview

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Reading literary works with a literary criticism approach opens up new perspectives
on the world of the text and the author's worldview to readers and communicates the
diverse voices hidden in the texts to the audience, especially since it helps the texts
to be reread and utilized in light of the necessities and needs of today's man and
society. Parvin's poetry, which contains wisdom and morality, is also cultivated and
studied in an educational manner and, like the poetry of most reformist critical poets,
is a function of the variables of social changes; in terms of thought and content, she
is a modernist poet, but because of her affinity with ancient literary works and
classical poets and her association with ancient and classical poets, she is
traditionalist. She organizes new poetic themes and subjects in an ancient form, style,
and context, and most of these poetic themes and subjects are derived from ancient
Persian literary works and also from Western literature through translation. In her
poems, Parvin Etesami, while expressing consoling wisdom and mysticism, guides
the human soul through the path of effort, action, and hope, seizing time, acquiring
perfection, art, and virtues, towards evolution and transcendence. Realism,
rationality, will, and human responsibility for one’s destiny form the foundation of
her social outlook; relying on work and effort, and avoiding illusions are among her
poetic themes that are also in harmony with the needs of the modern era.

Research objectives and question

This study seeks to examine the intellectual origins, moral and human teachings,
artistic enlightenment, and the potential of Parvin Etesami’s poetry. For this
purpose, it rereads Parvin’s poetry with the approach of comparative criticism from
the perspective of intra-cultural and extra-cultural perspectives, which are common
approaches in the science of comparative literature, and shows examples of the
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intellectual origins of Parvin Etesami’s poetry, and examines the elements and
factors effective in the creation and construction of the poems of this innovative
and rare poetess, thus,. The question of this research is: Where do Parvin Etesami's
intellectual sources and poetic themes come from and where do they originate?

Main Discussion
In Parvin Etesami's time - as in the times before her - literature and art played a
central role, holding the reins of power and guided the collective wisdom of society;
prominent poets and writers were the pioneers and standard-bearers of intellectual
and cultural interests and national interests. Often, scientific (=humanities) and
literary figures were at the forefront of the work, and their presence and influence
were also evident in society, which in the study is interpreted as an intracultural
influence. Parvin's poetry was derived and adapted from two sources within the
intracultural context: first, from ancient Persian literature and literary works (the
thoughts and poems of poets such as Ferdowsi, Naser Khosrow, Sana'i, Attar, Sa'di,
and Rumi), and the other two were through correspondence and meetings with
scientific and literary figures of her time. In addition to language and style, she is
influenced by environmental, social factors, methods, and educational and training
conditions of the poet's time. Also, due to the understanding of the presence of
figures such as Malek-ul-Shu'ara Bahar, Yahya Dolatabadi and Rashid Yasemi, the
archaism that dominated the intellectual-artistic atmosphere that prevailed at that
time, and it was through these traditionalist poets that today the echoes of Ferdowsi,
Sana'i, Naser Khosrow Rumi and Sa'di can be heard beyond Parvin's poems.
Despite her modernism in the meaning of literary thought, Parvin composed poetry
in the style and language of the ancients, but in her poems she sought new meanings
and themes that were appropriate for her time, and in this study, she did not confine
herself solely to the culture and literary works of her own culture and language, but
also benefited from the literary works, thought and literature of other nations;
therefore, from an extracultural perspective, Parvin Etesami, through her familiarity
with Western literature, has taken and adapted the themes of many of her poems
from the literature of other nations.

She was often familiar with the works and literary pieces of European literature,
including the fables of Aesop and La Fontaine, through the literary translations of
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her father, Yusuf Etesam al-Mulk, and made the themes of many of these fables,
which coincidentally were compatible with the taste of Persian speakers and the
development and social order of Iranians, the yeast of her slogan, and in this way,
by creating critical and thought-provoking poems, she added to the leaves and fruits
of the strong and rooted tree of Persian literature. For example, the poem Yad Yaran
(To a Mummy) is an example of Parvin's successful poems, which, by adapting
Yusuf Etesam al-Mulk's translation of Horatio Smith's poem, became the theme for
Parvin to create a literary piece. Acceptance and reception of literary works of other
nations in other literature, especially at certain times, is a direct and inseparable part
of literary taste and, as a result, the formation of the audience's literary and artistic
thinking and personality, as well as the growth of the native author's own artistic
and critical awareness.

Research findings and Conclusion

In examining the intellectual sources and poetic themes of Parvin Etesami, the
author came to the following findings in brief:

1. Considering Parvin's worldview in expressing human, intellectual, artistic,
and literary issues in her poems, she has gone beyond the boundaries of national
literature and has also considered and benefited from the literature of other nations.

2. In utilizing the literary works of other nations, she has often benefited from
an Eastern perspective (emotional, sentimental, and humane) but has given them a
local flavor.

3. In finding her poetic ideas and themes, Parvin has mainly sought genuine and
common human issues within the global context, not within the confines of her
national literature. In this matter, regardless of the degree of success, and the
judgment about it, initiation has great value and importance. So, The conclusion is
that Parvin, by using her genius and creativity, was able to combine and combine
some literary concepts and themes, and create a blessed connection between Persian
(Iranian) literature and the literature of other nations, and is among the influential
people in the field of comparative literature knowledge, who has played and
continues to play a great role in eliminating egoism, unconscious prejudices,
establishing peace and communication, as well as connecting and bringing nations
closer to each other
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And thou hast walked about (how strange a story!)
In Thebes’s streets three thousand years ago,
When the Memnonium was in all its glory,
And time had not begun to overthrow
—Those temples, palaces, and piles stupendous
—Of which the very ruins are tremendous.

Speak! For thou long enough hast acted dummy.

Thou hast a tongue,—come, let us hear its tune;
Thou’rt standing on thy legs, above ground, mummy!
Revisiting the glimpses of the moon,—

—Not like thin ghosts or disembodied creatures,

—But with thy bones and flesh, and limbs and features.

Tell us—for doubtless thou canst recollect—

to whom should we assign the Sphinx’s fame?
Was Cheops or Cephrenes architect

of either pyramid that bears his name?

—Is Pompey’s Pillar really a misnomer?

—Had Thebes a hundred gates, as sung by Homer?

Perhaps thou wert a Mason, and forbidden

By oath to tell the secrets of thy trade,—

Then say what secret melody was hidden

In Memnon’s statute, which at sunrise played?
—Perhaps thou wert a Priest,—if so, my struggles
—are vain, for priestcraft never owns its juggles.

Perhaps that very hand, now pinioned flat,

Has hob-a-nobbed with Pharaoh, glass to glass;
Or dropped a halfpenny in Homer’s hat;

Or doffed thine own to let Queen Dido pass;
—Or held, by Solomon’s own invitation,

—A torch at the great temple’s dedication.

I need not ask thee if that hand, when armed,
Has any Roman soldier mauled and knuckled;
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For thou wert dead and buried and embalmed
Ere Romulus and Remus had been suckled:
—Antiquity appears to have begun

—Long after thy primeval race was run.

Thou couldst develop—if that withered tongue
Might tell us what those sightless orbs have seen—
How the world looked when it was fresh and young,
And the great deluge still had left it green;

—Or was it then so old that history’s pages
—Contained no record of its early ages?

Still silent! Incommunicative elf!

Art sworn to secrecy? Then keep thy vows;

But prithee tell us something of thyself,—

Reveal the secrets of thy prison-house;

—Since in the world of spirits thou hast slumbered,
—What hast thou seen, what strange adventures numbered?

Since first thy form was in this box extended,

We have, above ground, seen some strange mutations:
The Roman empire has begun and ended,

New worlds have risen, we have lost old nations;
—And countless kings have into dust been humbled,
—While not a fragment of thy flesh has crumbled.

Didst thou hear not the pother o’er thy head,

When the great Persian conqueror, Cambyses,

Marched armies o’er thy tomb with thundering tread,—
O’erthrew Osiris, Orus, Apis, Isis;

—And shook the pyramids with fear and wonder,
—When the gigantic Memnon fell asunder?

If the tomb’s secrets may not be confessed,

The nature of thy private life unfold:

A heart has throbbed beneath that leathern breast,
And tears adown that dusty cheek have rolled,;
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—Have children climbed those knees, and kissed that face?
—What was thy name and station, age and race?

Statue of flesh,—Immortal of the dead!

Imperishable type of evanescence!

Posthumous man,—who quit’st thy narrow bed,

And standest undecayed within our presence!

—Thou wilt hear nothing till the Judgment morning,
—When the great trump shall thrill thee with its warning.

Why should this worthless tegument endure,

If its undying guest be lost forever?

O, let us keep the soul embalmed and pure

In living virtue, that when both must sever,

—Although corruption may our frame consume,

—The immortal spirit in the skies may bloom! (www.bartleby.com/lit-

hub/the-worlds-best-poetry/address-to-the-mummy-)
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e Daiches David (1941) Critical Approaches to Literature, 2"
Edition, New York: Longman.

o Wellek, Rene (2009) the Crisis of Comparative Literature, the
Princeton Sourcebook in Comparative Literature: from the European
Enlightenment to the Global Present. Ed. David Damrosch, Natalie
Melas, Mbongiseni Buthelezi. Princeton: Princeton UP, 161-172.
[originally: 1959]

o https://www.bartleby.com/lit-hub/the-worlds-best-poetry/address-
to-the-mummy-at-belzonis-exhibition/
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