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Abstract

One of the most important issues raised in specialized translation of literary works
is preserving the style and genre of the original text before translating it. Style or
style of expression as the most important characteristic of writing depends on the
author's purpose, because the author uses different grammatical structures and
different vocabulary to create the specific effects they want. Considering the style
of the source language text in translation is one of the translator's duties, because
not paying attention to such an option sacrifices the style of the source language
text. One of the important points in translating literary works is the degree of
literariness of the translated text compared to the original text. In statistical
stylistics, the literary level of texts can be achieved by studying the form and content
of the text of the work. Bozeman, a German linguist, presented an equation for
examining the qualitative level of literary texts. In this study, an attempt has been
made to evaluate the qualitative level of literariness of the ghazal "Hala Chara?" by
Shahriar and its Arabic translation into poetry by Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad, using a
descriptive-analytical method. The research findings showed that the literary
quality of the poem "Hala Chara?" Shahriar is higher than his poetic translation by
Abdul Nasser Al-Hamd, because Abdul Nasser Al-Hamd was sometimes
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unsuccessful in understanding and transmitting Shahriar's language due to his lack
of familiarity with Persian; therefore, despite the translator's efforts, there is a
semantic and emotional void and a failure in choosing equations in his translation.
However, Abdul Nasser Al-Hamd has provided a relatively acceptable translation
due to his benefit of translating poetry to poetry and using rhyming words and
verbal and spiritual harmony in the Arabic language.

Keywords: Comparative stylistics; Why now?; Shahriar; Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad;
Bozeman theory.

Introduction
Translation is changing a text from the source language to the target language,
without the slightest increase or decrease in form and meaning. This definition is
precise; but it has only a theoretical aspect, because no message is transferred from
one language to another without changing its form and meaning. Poetry, as one of
the basic pillars of literature, has always been of interest to nations. Features such
as line, rhyme, imagination and emotion make poetry a special language and make
it more complex than prose. Therefore, all the elements that make up poetry and
what is presented in the language of images, such as simile, metaphor, irony and
allegory, are outside ordinary words; because they are mixed with poetic feeling
and expressed with poetic experience and as much as it is different from ordinary
words, its translation is also difficult, complex and sometimes impossible. Among
the translations of literary texts, the translation of poetry is considered more difficult
and complex, to the extent that researchers in the field of translation have presented
various theories in this regard. Some of them have emphasized that poetry cannot
be translated due to its specific structure, and believe that form and content in poetry
are so united and intertwined that they cannot be separated. Jahiz believes that
"Poetry cannot be translated into another language. Whenever a poem is translated
into another language, it becomes vague and ambiguous, its weight and beauty are
lost, and its place of wonder, that is, the emotional and artistic elements of poetry,
collapse.

The existence of multiple layers of meaning between the original and
metaphorical meanings of poetic words and the translators' lack of familiarity with
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the alternating meanings between words and meanings in verses prevents the
correct transmission of the poet's thoughts to it. Since the translator understands and
translates the literary work according to his own situation, Shahriar's poetry also
provides the opportunity for readers and translators to understand and translate his
poems from a different perspective. Therefore, the translator sometimes fails to
understand the content of the verse and interprets, deletes, and adds, which causes
the loss and insufficiency of the meaning of the text, and sometimes complicates
the concept by translating literally, leading to confusion in meanings for the target
audience. It seems that Abdul Nasser al-Hamad was not fully fluent in Persian;
therefore, this ghazal was first translated into Arabic for him by a group from Ain
al-Shams University under the supervision of Badi’ Muhammad Juma and
Muhammad al-Sa’id Jamal al-Din, and then al-Hamad transformed it into Arabic
poetry. This gap between the source language and the target language has created
structural and lexical gaps in the accurate translation of Shahriar’s ghazal. The
reason for choosing Shahriar’s poem is mainly because Shahriar composed this
poem for his long-time lover in the hospital in his most intense mental and
emotional states.

Now, we must see that despite the translator of Shahriar's poetry who had the
opportunity to refine and accurately translate Shahriar's poetry into Arabic, is the
level of literary quality of the text comparable to the original Shahriar's poetry? Or
has the translator failed to translate the most emotional feeling that comes from the
heart of a painful and romantic poet into Arabic? Therefore, this article analyzes
the poetic style and level of literary quality in the translator's poetry in comparison
to Shahriar's poetry. Among Shahriar's odes, the ode "Now Why?", which is one of
his most famous and important emotional odes, was selected for this study and the
qualitative level of literary quality of the translator's style was compared with
Shahriar's. The structural and content factors affecting the level of literary quality
of the text in both poems were also scientifically and accurately examined.

Research questions

The following research questions were the focus of this study:

1. Based on the criteria of Bozeman's theory, is the text of Shahriar's poem more
literary or its translation?

135


https://clrj.modares.ac.ir/article-12-77956-fa.html

[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2025-04-29 |

A Comparative Stylistic Study... MohamadHassan Amraei
C L

R

2. What factors have influenced the literary style of both works?

Research method

The research method is statistical analysis with a stylistic approach. The main
framework of the research is divided into two basic parts (theoretical and
comparative). The theoretical part of the research deals with Bozeman's statistical
equation and its components, as well as the conditions for determining verbs and
adjectives in Persian and Arabic, etc. The comparative part of this research deals
with the practical application of Bozeman's theory in the ghazal "Hala Chara?" by
Shahriar and its Arabic translation titled "Al-Aan?" by Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad. Of
course, along with special tables and charts that allow for accurate statistical
comparison between the two styles.

Research background

There have been valuable efforts in the field of statistical analysis for how to
understand the style of literary texts, such as what Saad Maslouh (1943) presented
in his book Style: A Statistical Linguistic Study. Maslouh used the Bozeman theory
to classify literary texts, including plays or novels by several authors. In addition,
there are other valuable studies that deal with the style of literary texts based on the
Bozeman theory. By carefully examining the available sources, we found that most
of the studies that have relied on the Bozeman theory have applied this equation to
Arabic texts. Of course, this is because the Egyptian linguist Saad Maslouh (1992)
translated the Bozeman theory for using in the analysis of Arabic texts and, based
on this, precisely defined the conditions for determining verbs and adjectives in the
Arabic language. It has also been studied in Arabic works, paving the way for the
study of Arabic texts. This theory can be easily applied to Persian, which is close
to Arabic but far from the complexities of Arabic. Below are some of the studies
conducted in this field:

Sedqi and Rastaei (2013) discussed examples of classical, and free poetry in light
of this theory and concluded that free poetry is more literary than the other two
types because the poet is not trapped by meter and rhyme.

In another study, Sedqi and Zare Barami (2014) studied the cognitive stylistics
of Al-Hamadani and Hariri magamats and concluded that the verb-to-adjective ratio
is higher in Hariri magamats.
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Amiri and Parvin (2016) used the Boziman theory to examine the style of
Nahjul-Balagha sermons. Based on the results of this study, a specific literary style
is observed in the sermons and letters of Nahjul-Balagha that follows specific
expressive rules and regulations.

Omidvar et al. (2018) have examined the literary level of the Hashemite poetry
of Kumayt ibn Zayd al-Asadi and the Hijazi poetry of al-Sharif al-Radi based on
the Bozeman theory and have concluded that the style of al-Sharif al-Radi's Hijazi
poetry is more literary than the Hashemite poetry of Kumayt ibn Zayd al-Asadi.

Nu'imi and Torabi-Hour (2018) examined the literary style of the poetry
collection "Qalt li al-Samra™ by Nizar Qabbani and "Rastakhiz" by Simin
Behbahani. Taking into account the gender and characteristics of the author, they
concluded that Simin Behbahani's style is more literary. Naturally, Simin
Behbahani's gender or femininity had a direct impact on the results of the research.

However, as far as this study has examined, no research has been conducted on
the statistical stylistics of Shahriar's poems, especially the ode "Hala Chara?" and
its Arabic translation by Abdul Nasser al-Hamad entitled "Al-Aan?" Therefore, this
study based on the Bozeman theory in statistical methodology is a useful study for
readers.

Theoretical framework of the study

The Bozeman theory is one of the statistical stylistic methods that was first
proposed by the German scientist Bozeman in stylistics. Saad Maslouh adapted it
to the Arabic language so that researchers could evaluate Arabic literary works
based on it. Bozeman concluded by examining children's stories that children use
verbs more than adjectives. He also found that calm and emotional people use verbs
more than others in their speech and that the amount of verbs used in oral
conversation is more than in written conversation.

According to Bozeman, the quantity of a literary text or the separation of a
literary text from other types of texts can be explained by comparing the use of
verbs to the number of adjectives. The more verbs there are, the more literary style
and emotional approach the text has. This ratio is obtained by dividing the number
of verbs by the adjective. Bozeman's theory compares styles and quantitatively
identifies literary language. Therefore, by considering the ratio of the number of
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verbs in a literary work to the number of adjectives in that work, he formed a general
equation and called it "VAR" for short. He believes that increasing this percentage
in the work of a writer or poet brings more literariness to him, while decreasing this
percentage leads to the scientificization of the style.

In this study, this equation examines Shahriar's ghazal titled "Now Why?" and
its Arabic translation into poetry by Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad, and also examines
the general ratio of verb to adjective, that is, the "VAR" ratio. Comparing the poems
of these two poets showed that the way of thinking and expressing these two Persian
and Arab poets is completely different from each other, as if each has put their own
stamp on their work. These two poets have used each language and style to convey
their new mental images to inspire their insight to others. In this research, the
method and degree of literary style in the text of Shahriar's ghazal titled "Now
Why?" and its Arabic translation into poetry by Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad has been
studied with a descriptive-analytical and statistical approach.

Bozeman's theory

Researchers have paid great attention to statistical stylistic research, to the extent
that it can be used to identify different styles and separate them from each other in
any text. Among the methods known for identifying the style of a work using
quantitative and statistical methods is the Bozeman theory, which is named after
this German scientist. He is the first person to propose this equation in his own
name, then he examined it on German literary texts and published it in research in
1925 (Maslouh, 1992, p. 74). In his theory, Bozeman used two terms: "verb
expression” and "descriptive expression.” Verbal expression refers to the
occurrence of something, and descriptive expression includes words and phrases
that only refer to the characteristics of an object, which can be quantitative or
qualitative (ibid., p. 67).

Conclusion

The results of this study showed that using the Bozeman theory, we can identify the
level of emotion in the poetic style of these two poets. Therefore, by using this
critical method, we identified the level of emotion in these two works and compared
them with each other, and it was found that Shahriar's ode "Now Why?" has much
more emotion than its Arabic translation by Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad, and therefore
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its style is more literary. There is a difference in the style of the two poets Shahriar
and Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad based on the criteria recommended in the Bozeman
theory; because Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad's translation is actually a version of the
Arabic translation of the original Shahriar poem. In this regard, the ratio of verb to
adjective sentences in Shahriar's poem was 8.5 percent, while the frequency of these
sentences in Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad's Arabic translation does not exceed 5.33
percent, which means that Shahriar's poem is closer to an emotional and passive
style.

In the poetic style of these two literary masterpieces, there are factors that lead
to a decrease or increase in the value of VAR (n. f. (p.)) which indicates the level
of their feelings. These factors are:

Formal factors that are effective in the level of literariness have special indicators
such as language and type of poetry, use of verbs, use of rhetorical images,
involvement of emotions and feelings in poetry, etc. However, among the content
factors, we can mention the factor of age and life. Although at the time of
composing the poem "Why Now?" Shahriar was older than the translator, the poet's
old love and outburst of emotions and feelings for his beloved at the moment of
meeting caused an increase in (n. . (p.)) in his poetry.

The gender factor did not affect the increase or decrease in the ratio of verb to
adjective in both poems, because the style of both poets was masculine and similar.

In Abdul Nasser Al-Hamd's Arabic translation, some verbs such as "nagheseh"
and "mogharebeh”, etc. lack the meaning of the verb and the event, and only the
element of time is involved in them. As a result, the number of verbs that indicate
both time and place is less in Abdul Nasser Al-Hamd's translation than in Ghazal
Shahriar, as a result, the amount of (nfs) is also less in this translation.

It can be said that Abdul Nasser Al-Hamad, due to his advantage in translating
poetry into poetry, the translator's youth, and the use of rhyming words and verbal
and spiritual harmony in the Arabic language, has presented a relatively acceptable
translation of Shahriar's ghazal "Hala Chara?". However, the style of speech, tone,
and lyrical and romantic content of his poem never reach the level of Shahriar's
ghazal and requires a serious and fundamental revision.
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