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Abstract

Persian novels of the 1930s and 1940s encompass common themes such as loneliness,
despair, frustration, fear, and suspicion regarding individual and social relationships.
Taqi Modarresi wrote "Yakolya and His Loneliness™ influenced by the political and
social atmosphere of the 1930s, especially the conditions following the coup of
August 19, 1953. The author's familiarity with the Bible is evident both in the writing
style and content of this novel. The oppressive atmosphere of that era compelled the
author to express his political concerns through myth and symbolic language. Mikhail
Lermontov, the Russian poet, also influenced by the political and social conditions in
Russia after the Decembrist uprising, sought refuge in biblical myths to escape the
frustration and alienation of the intellectual class, composing the narrative poem
"Devil" (1838), which reflects his disillusionments. The similarity in the political and
social origins of these two works, the thoughts and beliefs of the two authors, shared
themes, and their utilization of the Old Testament and the story of "Tamar"
necessitate a comparative study employing mythological thematics between these
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two works, using a descriptive-analytical method. This study shows that Modarresi
drew from the story of "Tamara" in the Book of Genesis, while Lermontov utilized
the story from the second part of Samuel in the Bible, revealing shared themes such
as despair, loneliness, alienation, protest, and love, influenced by the social
conditions of the authors' times in both narratives.

Keywords: Comparative literature; thematics; Yakolya and His Loneliness; Taqi
Modarresi; Devil; Lermontov.

Research Background

Previous studies have interpreted "Yakolya and His Loneliness" from various
perspectives. Mousipour, in her thesis titled "The Myth of Twins in Contemporary
Persian Novels with Emphasis on 'Boo-Fur' and 'Yakolya and His Loneliness,
'Malakout,' and "The Body of Farhad™ (2016), Nasiri Gahrz in "Review and Analysis
of Narrative Elements in the Novels "Yakolya and His Loneliness' and "The Date Palm'
by Tagi Modarresi and Hossein Fattahi" (2015), and Dehghan-Nejad in "The
Reflection of Confessional Literature in Selected Political Novels after the 1953 Coup™
have each interpreted "Yakolya and His Loneliness” with a unique approach.
Additionally, articles have separately analyzed the two works discussed in this
research, including "The Reflection of Ancient Times and Biblical Prose in Taqi
Modarresi's Works" (2004) by Shiri and "The Reflection of the Theme of the Devil's
Apology in Persian Novels with Emphasis on "Yakolya and His Loneliness' and
'Malakout™ (2020) by Farahani et al. Some research works, such as "The Influence of
Nima and Shahryar from Lermontov's " Devil " (2011) by Pourhamdollah, have
focused on the influence of Lermontov's " Devil " on Iranian poets. However, as the
review of research background indicates, no studies have yet conducted a comparative
analysis of "Yakolya and His Loneliness" and the narrative poem " Devil," considering
the similarities in the political and social origins of these two works.

Research Objectives and Questions

The goals of this article include uncovering the impacts of the political and social
conditions of both authors' societies on their thought systems, examining the
influence of a specific period in Iran and Russia, and reflecting on this in " Devil "
and "Yeklia and His Loneliness." Additionally, it aims to identify the commonalities
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and the nature of the influences of Modarresi and Lermontov from the myth of
"Tamar" in the Torah. In this research, following the approach of American
comparatists, we intend to answer two main questions:

1. How have the relatively similar political and social origins of the era of
Lermontov and Modarresi influenced the similarities between these two works?

2. How have " Devil " and "Yakolya and His Loneliness™ been affected by the
mythological themes of the story of "Tamar" in the biblical prototype?

Main Discussion

Themes such as loneliness, despair, distrust, fear, and suspicion of social relationships
are common in Persian novels of the 1930s and 1940s. Following the coup of August
19, 1953, “when social life became unbearable, inner life gained importance, and the
anxiety of the time and the futile, exhausting search of a generation wanting to change
the world was expressed in works inspired by a pessimistic romanticism. With the
rise of oppression, feelings of emptiness and futility overwhelmed intellectuals, and
the optimism and excitement of the years 1941-1951 gave way to a kind of
disillusionment” (Mirabedini, 1998, Vol. 1, p. 276). This sense of frustration and self-
loathing led intellectual writers to retreat into allegorical-mythical stories. Modarresi
himself considers the writing of his third work, "Yakolya and His Loneliness," to be,
on one hand, a result of his personal and political frustrations in the post-coup era
and, on the other hand, a product of his familiarity with the Bible (Modarresi, 1989,
p. 25). He constructed an ancient biblical myth into a story that reflects the fated and
unavoidable destiny of humanity and the failure of intellectuals who cannot intervene
in social matters, believing that the only way to escape loneliness is to surrender to
ancient love and beauty.

In November 1825, following the death of Tsar Alexander I in Russia, events
unfolded that led to a rebellion by the populace and army officers. According to
Russian royal laws, the throne should have passed to Alexander's second brother,
Constantine, as he had no children. However, according to a letter written by
Alexander | before his death, the throne passed to his third brother, Nicholas I. The
reformist nobles and dissatisfied officers conspired to support Constantine against
Nicholas I, and ultimately, the rebels were shot by the Tsar's orders. This failed
uprising in Russia, known as the “Decembrist Uprising,” also sparked opposition
among intellectuals, poets, and major Russian writers against Nicholas I's autocratic
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rule, among whom Lermontov was one (Mantifouri, 2022, pp. 298-306).

Both Taqgi Modarresi and Mikhail Lermontov lived in societies plagued by
oppression, despotism, unsuccessful movements, and the failure of freedom-seekers,
alongside disillusioned and lonely intellectuals. They utilized myth and the Bible to
symbolically reflect the pains of defeated humanity in their quest for freedom. In fact,
due to the censorship prevailing in the post-coup society, Modarresi and Lermontov,
influenced by the oppressive atmosphere of Russia following the Decembrist
uprising, sought refuge in biblical myths and their characters to present human
suffering in a new and symbolic narrative.

Conclusion

In this comparative study, the shared themes of the novel "Yakolya and His
Loneliness” and the narrative of " Devil " have been analyzed in light of the biblical
prototype and influenced by the political and social conditions of the creators' times.
The results indicate that both Modarresi and Lermontov, affected by the movements
of their era, understood the despair, loneliness, frustration, and alienation of the
intellectual class. They symbolically drew upon a biblical myth to illustrate the
mental turmoil, disorientation, and loneliness of intellectuals, as well as their feelings
of helplessness in the face of societal violence. The creators of both works have
symbolically utilized the character of the devil in reinterpreting the biblical story of
"Tamar" to represent the autocratic rulers of their time. It is believed that both artists
used the mythological narrative as a pretext for indirect and veiled criticism of the
tyranny of their rulers, aiming to express their despair and frustration regarding the
oppressive conditions of their society through these works. However, Modarresi
utilized references to the Bible and its characters more extensively and prominently.
In contrast, Lermontov's use of the biblical prototype is much more limited, relying
primarily on thematic interpretations rather than symbolic uses of characters and
places.
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