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The Zero Time of History and Narrative:
Micronarratives Deconstructing the Grand Narrative in
Beyzai’s Death of Yazdgerd
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Abstract

In the play Death of Yazdgerd, Bahram Beyzai challenges the
conventional historical narratives surrounding the death of Yazdgerd.
The characters improvise both plausible and implausible micronarratives
about the king’s murder. The play investigates, on one hand, the grand
narrative in which divine power grants the king the authority to govern
the populace, and on the other hand, the micronarratives that challenge
the logic of this absolutist monarchy. The research also demonstrates
Beyzai’s techniques to deconstruct the grand narrative and
recontextualizing it within the level of micronarratives.
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Introduction
Yazdgerd 11l was the last king of the Sassanid Dynasty before the
invasion of Arabs. By his death (651 AD) in a mill in the city of Marv,
the ancient era of Iranian history ended and the Islamic era began. The
play Death of Yazdgerd presents a series of narratives—both grand
and micro—about his murder in a water mill at the zero time of
history. It captures the historic transition when one epoch, along with
its episteme, comes to an end, and a new era, with a different
episteme, has yet to begin. The zero time is a moment of chaos and
subversion of the order when lay people dare to challenge the state
order, its absolutist monarchy, its lengthy violence, and suppression.
Hayden White (1973) in his theory of history discusses the validity
of historical narratives and states that history is a literary narrative
with literary figures and frames emplotted by historians. In Death of
Yazdgerd, Bahram Beyzai also questions the accuracy of historical
narratives about the murder of King Yazdgerd Ill. This research aims
to explore the improvisation of both plausible and implausible
micronarratives about King Yazdgerd III’s murder in Bahram
Beyzai’s Death of Yazdgerd , while closely analyzing the grand
narrative in which divine authority grants the king the legitimacy to
govern. Thus, any acts of murder or deposition are contrary to God's
will and should be followed by an immediate revenge and restoration
of the order. In the play’s grand narrative, King Yazdgerd III
embodies the natural order of things and his murder disrupts the whole
order of nature and universe. In the divine right of king, the
sovereign’s men must restore his throne by whatever necessary means.
The study explores the ways Beyzai first states and then challenges
the historically established grand narrative of the divine right of the
monarch by which killing King Yazdgerd is evil; that is all the
military, the cleric, the aristocracy, the gentry, and the peasantry who
have already imbibed the naturalness of this order regard any act of
rebel as evil. Hence, there is a legitimate and illegitimate murder. The
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grand narrative determines which violence is ‘good’ and ‘necessary’
for the order. In such an absolutist system of power, the king is the
epitome of God’s will and grace on the earth, but Beyzai stands on the
side of the most unheard and the lowest voices of this hierarchy of
power, the peasantry, and provides a space, a gap to make them
narrate the murder and advocate their rights.

Results
The grand and the micronarratives in Death of Yazdgerd reveal that
the play not only challenges the grand narrative of the absolutist
monarchy but also subverts the dominant reading of Yazdgerd’s death
and reduces the meta-historical narrative of his death to a
micronarrative with the same worth like other micronarratives. In such
a reformulation of history, Beyzai stands with the side of the
oppressed and narrates their silenced voices. He innovates new
techniques such as mingling diachronic and synchronic axes of
narration and role-playing of characters who are simultaneously in
past and present, and act as both the king and his people. All can be
him and even more kingly than he was. Through the improvisation of
both plausible and implausible narratives, they deconstruct the grand
narrative of his divine kingdom. In doing so, they compel his
followers to confront previously unheard objections to his tyranny and
oppression, ultimately altering their judgments. Thus, the king and the
miller become one and it is not clear who killed whom and who
survived. Hence, Death of Yazdgerd is a play in which micronarratives
deconstruct the grand narrative and question its validity. The play is a
scene of one episteme dying and another coming while people resist
the former and welcome the latter. Considering its context of
revolution in Iran in 1979, Death of Yazdgerd has much more to say
about history.
References
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