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Abstract

Various approaches within urban studies have
consistently sought to represent the urban phenomenon.
However, today, the concept of the city as an analytical
category has become increasingly challenging. The
emergence of diverse urban concepts is often influenced
by the distinctions  between  cartographies,
representations, and the vocabulary used in different
spatial conditions and urban realms, as well as the
intellectual approaches of the twenty-first century. This
paper, while aiming to understand the processes of
urban transformation, seeks to develop a framework for
comprehending the evolving sphere of urban theory
(based on assumptions and consequences). The central
objective of this study is to critically examine the
normalized preconditions regarding the analytical
object in urban studies and categorize their implications.
A thematic analysis method is employed at two levels:
documents (review of relevant texts and regulations)
and individuals (in-depth/semi-structured interviews
with experts) to identify the main themes. The paper
argues that at least three macro-level (preconditions)
and nine micro-level (consequences) pathways exist to
address the current conceptual challenges in the sphere
of urban theory in Iran, each suggesting a different
future trajectory for urban studies. The conclusion
highlights that the transformation of the urban
phenomenon and its related concepts provides an
opportunity to rethink how we engage with the current
field of urban studies and its potential consequences for
the future of urban theory.

Keywords: Urbanization, Urban Theory, Thematic
Analysis, Iran.
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