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Abstract

The issue of the excess and primacy of existence and essence is
one of the most important philosophical discussions, serving as
a bridge from general skepticism to specific and more specific
skepticism. Although this topic was explicitly raised as an inde-
pendent issue within the Isfahan philosophical school, its roots
can be traced throughout the history of philosophy. Therefore,
the emergence and development of this issue should be regarded
as a product of the philosophical discourse prior to the Isfahan
school. As a result, the foundations and arguments for the prin-
cipality of existence can be found in the thoughts of earlier phi-
losophers as well. Ibn Sna (Avicenna) is considered one of the
philosophers who explicitly addressed the excess of existence and
essence, while implicitly discussing the principality of existence.
Given that some scholars have classified Ibn Sina as an advocate
of «principality of existence» others have attributed to him the
view of «principality of essence,» and till others have leaned to-
ward the notion of «suspension» (wagf) regarding his view, the
central research question is whether one can find in Ibn Sina>s
«al-Mubahathat»(The Discussions) any allusions close to an ex-
plicit declaration of the principality of existence, thus strengthen-
ing the attribution of existential principality to him and consider-
ing later existentialists as continuers of his intellectual path. The
authors of this study have aimed to examine this hypothesisin a
descriptive-analytical manner. By analyzing Ibn Sinass statements
in «al-Mubahathat» they try to demonstrate a comprehensive and
systematic view of Ibn Sina>s principles, perspectives, and state-
ments fully supports this claim, thus enabling the assertion of the
«Avicennan principality of existence.»
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