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Elements and Calligraphy Changes of Inscriptions
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Abstract

One of the principal archaeological documents of Ilkhanids and Timurids are the
coins struck with various motifs and fonts. These coins have some information about
calligraphy, language, and history. The study of these coins leads to a better identification
of the history of these two eras. One of the principal archaeological documents of
Ilkhanids and Timurids is the coins struck with various patterns and fonts. In addition
to valuable historical and social data, these works decomposed from an artistic point,
result in important questions raised in this research which are: What is the composition
of the visual elements of the coins? What were the changes in the calligraphy of the
coins? And what were the possible reasons for these changes? Based on this information,
descriptive and comparative methods have been used to analyze the composition of the
visual elements and recognize the changes in the calligraphy of coins. Through library
research, the samples under investigation were selected in a purposeful cluster manner
to achieve the desired results. Based on this, 20 coins of the Ilkhanid era and 15 samples
of the Timurid era from the Ashmolean, David, Malek, and Kumesh Semnan museums
were studied. The samples of this research have been adapted and categorized from the
perspective of visual aspects and composition of calligraphy, calligraphy fonts, chair, and
study ratio. Based on the results, the most used calligraphy fonts in the Ilkhanid era, Kufi,
and the Timurid era are the aghlam sites. Regarding the rules of calligraphy, like seat
and ratio, it can be stated that the most used seat examples are Ilkhanid and Timurid eras
linear form. Furthermore, the results state that the indicator of “proportion” in the Ilkhani
samples has been correctly applied but it was regular in the Timurid era. The diversity
used in calligraphy fonts in the Ilkhanid era belongs to the Ghazan, and in the Timurid era
belongs to the Shahrukh.

Keywords: Composition, Calligraphy fonts, Ilkhanid coins, Timurid coins
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