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Assessment of the Degree of Engagement with Interactive
Elements in the Process of Reading Architectural Works in the
Educational System

Hamid Ghias” Mehdi Hamzehnejad™ Ahmad Aminpour™”* Shahab Karimi-Nia™""

Abstract

If architecture students rely primarily on the shape and form of architectural works in the process
of reading and understanding them, it will lead to consequences such as neglecting historical-identity
values, meaning, and significance of the works. Therefore, the most important question of this research
is: To what extent do students pay attention to each of the communicative aspects of the work-audience
relationship in the process of critique and engagement with the work? This study aims to measure the
degree of attention and utilization of communicative aspects through field and library studies using both
qualitative and quantitative methods. Initially, the position and importance of engagement and critique in
the understanding and perception of students were examined. Subsequently, the communicative aspects of
the work-audience relationship were inferred through a comparative method and content analysis based on
the alignment of phenomenological and interpretive approaches. To evaluate the extent of the application of
these aspects concerning the case study, Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque in two universities, Isfahan University of
Art and Islamic Azad University of Khorasgan, statistical tools such as questionnaires and SPSS software
were employed. According to the results obtained from the tests and the calculated confidence intervals,
it can be stated that the aspect of awakening memories and the performative aspect of the work have an
average higher than the mean, with the performative aspect having a greater average compared to other
aspects. This means that the performative aspect of the work has a more significant impact, and if necessary
measures regarding attention to it in the critique of architectural works and the design process are not taken,
its threatening educational and formative role in the critique process of architecture students will become
more apparent. Additionally, the average of the value-oriented and historical authenticity aspects was below
the mean, and considering the average values and confidence intervals related to each, it can be said that
the value-oriented aspect has a lower average compared to other aspects. This indicates a lesser impact of
the value-oriented aspect compared to other aspects on the understanding of the work’s achievements. The
reasons for this, as reported by university professors, include neglecting the meaning and content of the
work alongside a tendency towards specific styles and methods in architecture.

Keywords: work, audience, reading, critique, communicative aspects.
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