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The Dialectic of truth and meta-reality in Shifa: The Small
Century Manuscript based on Jean Baudrillard theory

Raja Abuali ™, Ahmad Arefi 2

Abstract

Baudrillard claims that politicians who secretly and openly control people distort the truth
through technological tools, media, brands, consumer culture, politics, and other factors.
This distortion, by creating false informational facts that cause conflict and a dialectical
duality between truth and hyperreality, has become a tool for controlling human minds
and stripping them of their will. In this context, victory lies with the dominant reality
constructed by major stakeholders, business creators, and capitalists who promote their
industrial products, as well as the energy consumers and thought controllers. The novel
Shifa: The Small Century Manuscript is a science fiction work in which the author
addresses the issue of technology and media that distort the truth. This study analyzes the
novel using a descriptive-analytical method and employing Baudrillard’s theory along
with linguistic and narrative techniques. It concludes that the author uses postmodern
techniques to construct hyperreality and discusses the destructive technologies of the U.S.
government that conceal scientific and security secrets. These secrets are ultimately
revealed by Isaac Jamil, the novel’s protagonist, following his terrestrial and space travels
with a scientific mission team by UFO. Upon his return, he is detained by the U.S.
government to prevent the disclosure of secrets among the public, and his character is
transformed into a passive and weak individual through torture with contemporary
technological mechanisms. In the novel, hyperreality is constructed through mechanisms
such as technology, media, alienation, ambiguity, simulation, hybridization, wonder,
estrangement, events, characters, language, image dominance, space and time, and power.
This indicates a lack of democracy and the dominance of power, transcending reality and
entering an imperceptible and supernatural world.

Keywords: Arabic narratology; Jean Baudrillard; media; hyperreality; narrative;
Shifa: The Small Century Manuscript.
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