Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.5, No. 10, Fall & Winter 2024-
2025, pp 7-38

Kharazmi University

The Most Important Strategies for Updating Islamic
Philosophy'

Mahdi Abbaszadeh?

For several centuries, Islamic philosophy has been in a state of "isolation,"
meaning it has lost its relevance to contemporary issues. It neither addresses
pressing problems nor, at the very least, actively engages with modern
challenges. This paper explores the nature, potential, and realization of
Islamic philosophy, its key achievements, and its historical development
across early, late, and contemporary periods. It identifies three types of
Islamic philosophy: Islamic Philosophy as a Concept, the theoretical
foundation and ideas behind Islamic philosophy. Islamic Philosophy as an
Actualized Phenomenon, represented by schools such as Peripatetic,
[lluminationist, Sadrian, and Neo-Sadrian philosophy. Future Islamic
Philosophy, an ideal form that could emerge, contingent on certain
conditions and prerequisites, including its capacity to engage with
contemporary issues, especially socio-cultural and practical concerns. The
survival of Islamic philosophy, and its avoidance of becoming merely a
historical relic, against the notion of the "end of Islamic philosophy",
depends on its ability to adapt and address modern-day challenges. This
paper proposes key strategies to realize the future or ideal Islamic
philosophy:
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Introduction
For centuries, Islamic philosophy has existed in a state of relative isolation.
By "isolation,” we do not mean it has remained entirely stagnant or devoid
of progress. Instead, it has lost its relevance to contemporary challenges,
failing to actively engage with or address current issues. This lack of
contemporaneity has contributed to its diminished global presence. The
emergence and longevity of any philosophical tradition, including Islamic
philosophy, depend on its ability to remain relevant and address
contemporary issues meaningfully. A brief look at the historical
development of Islamic philosophy reveals that it has taken centuries—three
to five, in fact—for new movements or schools (such as the Peripatetic,
[lluminationist, Sadrian, and Neo-Sadrian traditions) to emerge. This
timeline suggests a slow pace of evolution. Moreover, some scholars argue
that the progression from Peripatetic philosophy to the Neo-Sadrian school
represents a “regressive" trajectory, though this view is not universally
accepted. Over the past four centuries, Sadrian philosophy has dominated the
field. The Neo-Sadrian school, however, is not viewed as an independent
movement but as a continuation of Sadrian thought (Hikmat Muta’aliya).
While this dominance is particularly evident in Iran, the situation of Islamic
philosophy in other Islamic countries appears equally stagnant. To address
these concerns, we explored several foundational questions: What is the
nature of Islamic philosophy? Is it possible to revive it, and what would this
entail? What are its historical achievements, and how has it evolved across
different periods (early, late, and contemporary)? From this investigation, we
identified three distinct forms of Islamic philosophy:
1. Islamic philosophy as a concept, reflecting its theoretical foundations.
2. Islamic philosophy as an actualized phenomenon, referring to its
historical and existing schools.
3. Future or ideal Islamic philosophy, which envisions a dynamic and
relevant philosophy actively engaging with contemporary issues.
This paper focuses on the third form, future Islamic philosophy, which aims
to address modern challenges and align with present-day realities. Achieving
this requires a forward-thinking approach and a set of conditions and
strategies to bridge the gap between the current state of Islamic philosophy
and its ideal future. The Challenges Facing Contemporary Islamic
Philosophy
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Contemporary Islamic philosophy has largely failed to engage with current
global issues or offer solutions to pressing problems. When it has engaged,
its contributions have often gone unnoticed in global intellectual circles. A
telling sign of this limited influence is the absence of Islamic philosophy in
contemporary philosophical literature. If it were producing significant and
updated philosophical insights, these would likely be referenced by scholars
worldwide.
To ensure the survival and relevance of Islamic philosophy, we must move
toward a future-oriented model capable of addressing contemporary issues.
The idea that Islamic philosophy has exhausted its possibilities and is
"complete™ must be rejected. Significant intellectual and philosophical effort
is required to reduce the gap between its current state and its ideal potential.
A comparison with Western philosophy provides valuable insights. In the
West, philosophy has extended its influence into culture, society, and
practical domains, such as politics, economics, ethics, and law. Philosophical
inquiry has addressed real-world issues, offering insights that shape modern
life. Could Islamic philosophy not achieve similar relevance? While this
expectation cannot be met by the current state of Islamic philosophy, it could
be fulfilled by a revitalized, future-oriented model.

Strategies for Updating and Revitalizing Islamic Philosophy

To realize the potential of Islamic philosophy and make it relevant to

contemporary challenges, several key strategies should be prioritized:

1. Engagement with empirical sciences and new technologies: Islamic
philosophy should explore the philosophical questions arising from fields
such as physics, astrophysics, biology, biotechnology, and artificial
intelligence.

2. Focus on the "fourth wave" of philosophy: Philosophy has evolved
through four major waves—ontology, epistemology, logical-linguistic
studies, and cognitive science. Islamic philosophy should engage with
the "fourth wave," addressing challenges related to human cognition.

3. Adopting a "philosophy of" approach: This involves philosophical
reflections on various sciences and practical matters from an external
perspective, which can enhance its relevance and applicability.

4. Incorporating concrete approaches: Historically, Islamic philosophy has
often been abstract. To address contemporary individual and social
issues, it should adopt more concrete approaches, such as
phenomenology and existentialism.



10/ Journal of Metaphysical Investigations, VVol.5, No. 10, 2024-2025, pp7-38

5. Fostering interdisciplinary research: Solving complex modern problems
requires collaboration between Islamic philosophy and other sciences.
Interdisciplinary research should be prioritized to tackle these challenges
effectively.

6. Utilizing new methodologies: Islamic philosophy can benefit from
modern research methods, such as genealogical analysis,
phenomenology, interpretive-hermeneutical approaches, and semantic
studies, to address contemporary issues more comprehensively.

Conclusion

The future of Islamic philosophy depends on its ability to engage with
contemporary issues and offer meaningful solutions. Achieving this will
require substantial intellectual effort, interdisciplinary collaboration, and a
willingness to adopt new methodologies and approaches. Only by
revitalizing its relevance can Islamic philosophy regain its prominence and
make a significant impact on global philosophical discourse.
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