[ Downloaded from jgs.khu.ac.ir on 2025-04-18 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jgs.25.78.20 ]

Journallof/AppliediResearches/in
GeographicaliSciences]

Print ISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
https://jgs.khw.ac.iv/

America's strategy to contain China's power in the South China Sea

hamid dorj ™" | reza simbar 2. | Ahmad ansiz *

1. Corresponding author, PhD student, Department of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, Rasht,
Iran. E-mail: hamid.dorj@gmail.com

2. Professor of International Relations, Department of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, Rasht,
Iran. E-mail: rezasimbar@hotmail.com

3. Associate Professor Associate Professor of International Relations at Gilan University, Rasht, Iran.

E-mail: jansiz@guilan.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received
2024/04/23
Received in revised
2024/06/16
Accepted
2024/06/23
Published
2024/07/06
Published online
2025/09/23

Keywords:

United States,

China,

South China Sea,
freedom of navigation,
balance of power.

As China's economic, technological, and military power continues to
rise, the United States has grown increasingly concerned about
Beijing's expanding influence. Washington perceives China's regional
ascendancy as a challenge to its hegemonic ambitions. China's growing
military capabilities and political influence in East Asia have sparked
concern and suspicion among some of its neighbors and the United
States. In response, the U.S. has maintained an active presence in the
region, citing reasons such as countering China's rise and supporting
freedom of navigation. Washington's efforts to challenge China's
maritime sovereignty reflect its broader concerns about China's rise
and its determination to maintain hegemony in the Asia-Pacific region.
This has led the United States to attempt to create a strategic
encirclement against China, aiming to contain its regional influence
and prevent a shift in the balance of power in East Asia that could
disadvantage Washington. The research question addressed in this
study is: What strategy does the United States employ to contain
China's power in the South China Sea? The proposed hypothesis is
that, given China's economic growth and the expansion of its maritime
power are perceived as strategic threats to the region and the United
States, Washington seeks to prevent China from becoming a regional
hegemon in East Asia. By countering China's rise, the U.S. aims to
shape the balance of power in favor of itself and its regional allies,
thereby securing its goals and interests in the region. This study
employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine how the U.S.
strategy of containing China's power and isolating it regionally
contributes to maintaining the balance of power in East Asia, while
advancing the influence and interests of the United States and its allies.
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Introduction

The South China Sea has recently attracted considerable attention from both regional and
international actors due to escalating territorial disputes in the region. This area is not only
rich in natural resources but also serves as a critical hub for international shipping lanes. The
primary impetus for competition, however, is the rising power of China. Beijing has
intensified its military activities in the disputed waters and has been actively enhancing its
maritime capabilities within the region. The growing power of China and its assertive posture
in the South China Sea have raised concerns among neighboring countries, prompting them
to seek the support of the United States. These nations advocate for a more robust U.S.
presence in the region to counterbalance Beijing's expanding influence and contain its
ambitions. China's increasing power and assertiveness in the South China Sea pose a
potential challenge not only to U.S. dominance in the Asia-Pacific region but also to
Washington's hegemonic authority in both regional and international contexts. This dynamic
has transformed the South China Sea into a focal point of geopolitical competition, where
the interests of regional and global powers intersect, thereby creating a complex and volatile
security environment.

Material and Methods
This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine and analyze the subject

matter. Given the nature of the research topic, data and information were collected through
library and internet-based sources. This method facilitates a comprehensive examination of
the strategies employed by the United States to contain China's influence in the South China
Sea.

Results and Discussion

As the global hegemon, the United States defines its national goals and interests on a global
scale. Politically, the U.S. aims to promote democracy and strengthen human rights
worldwide. Economically, it seeks to protect global trade and financial systems. Since the
end of the Cold War, the United States has maintained its status as the dominant naval power,
with its navy operating extensively around the globe without significant challenge. This has
accustomed Washington to a high degree of freedom of action in international waters and
airspace. For decades, the United States has engaged in more trade with Asia than with
Europe. Currently, many critical trade routes traverse the Pacific Ocean, and the U.S. has
established a network of free trade agreements (Campbell, 2016: 235). In the South China
Sea, the United States identifies two primary interests. First, it emphasizes the principle of
freedom of navigation, citing Article 87 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea, which states that "the high seas are open to all States, whether coastal or landlocked."”
The U.S. asserts legitimate economic and military interests in ensuring freedom of
navigation in the South China Sea, with over $1 trillion in annual trade passing through the
region and the Persian Gulf (Glaser). Second, the U.S. seeks to promote peace and stability
in Southeast Asia, which are crucial for trade and economic development. Any disruption to
the security of sea lines in the South China Sea could adversely affect cross-border trade and
investment (Sinaga, 2015: 8). The United States perceives China's continuous growth and its
emergence as a superpower as a threat to its hegemony. Consequently, Washington has


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jgs.25.78.20
https://jgs.khu.ac.ir/article-1-4324-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jgs.khu.ac.ir on 2025-04-18 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jgs.25.78.20 ]

Kharazmi University

GeographicallSciences)
PrintISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
hitps://jgs.khu.ac.ir/

[@] Journalof/AppliedResearchesin

developed a strategy aimed at containing Beijing's increasing influence. The U.S. concern
regarding the South China Sea is not solely about potential military escalation or
commitments to allies; it fundamentally represents an effort to contain China's rise. China's
emergence as a regional and global power challenges the existing world order and threatens
American dominance (Navarro, 2016: 5). In summary, the United States' strategy in the
South China Sea is driven by its desire to maintain its hegemonic position, ensure freedom
of navigation, and promote regional stability, all while countering China's growing influence.
This approach reflects Washington's broader goal of preserving the balance of power in East
Asia and safeguarding its economic and strategic interests.

Conclusion

The South China Sea, as a critical economic and political region, has garnered increasing
attention from regional and international actors in recent decades. China's maritime
developments and its reassertion of sovereignty over certain islands in the South China Sea
have created tensions in China-U.S. relations. The United States, as a major player in the
region, is primarily focused on ensuring freedom of navigation and expanding its influence.
Washington's main concern stems from China's growing influence, which it perceives as a
challenge to its strategic interests. The United States is not only seeking to counter China's
rise in Southeast Asia but also aims to contain Beijing's influence on a global scale. In
response to perceived threats to its national interests, Washington has intensified its efforts
to strengthen economic and security ties with regional countries. These efforts are aimed at
containing and isolating China in the region. To achieve this, the U.S. has increased its
presence and activities in the South China Sea, reflecting its broader strategy of maintaining
regional stability and safeguarding its hegemonic position. In summary, the South China Sea
has become a focal point of geopolitical competition between the United States and China.
Washington's strategy of containment and alliance-building underscores its commitment to
preserving the balance of power in the region and protecting its economic and strategic
interests. This dynamic highlights the complex interplay of regional and global forces
shaping the future of the South China Sea and its surrounding areas.
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