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Abstract

Objective: Main purpose of this study was to discover the impact of book reading meetings on the responsibility
of 9-14 years old members of Mood public library, focusing on juvenile literature.

Method: This research was a quasi-experimental study designed by experimental and control groups. It included
pre-test and post-test. The statistical population of the research included 120 teenage members of this public library, of
which 40 people were randomly appointed as the sample in two groups of 20 people by random assignment method.
Analysis of covariance and independent t test were used for data analysis.

Findings: The results showed that reading meetings increased the level of responsibility and all its components
in the subjects. In the follow-up phase, it was found that responsibility and all its components (except fiduciary)
have changed steadily among the subjects. The average responsibility of young library members was significantly
higher than the average and less than the ideal. Significant difference between responsibility and seven components
(self-management, orderliness, legality, trustworthiness, conscientiousness, organization, and progressiveness) were
observed in both experimental and control groups. The follow-up stage showed that the average level of responsibility
and six components of self-management, orderliness, legality, conscientiousness, organization and progressiveness
have been increasing, but the average level of trustworthiness has decreased.

Conclusion: Book reading meetings centered on juvenile literature have led to changes in the responsibility and
its components, i.e., self-management, orderliness, trustworthiness, conscientiousness, legality, organization, and pro-
gressiveness in teenagers.

Keywords: Book Reading Meeting, Teenage Literature, Responsibility, Accountability, Public Libraries

Citation: Hashemzadeh, MJ., Khodkar, M., Kiani, MR., & Sangari, M. (2024). Impact of Book Reading
Meetings on the Responsibility of 9-14 Years Old Members of Public Library by Focusing on Juvenile
Literature. Research on Information Science and Public Libraries, 30(4), 396-412.

Received 12 October 2023; Received in revised form 20 February 2024

Accepted 29 February 2024; Published online 30 December 2024

@ @ Atrticle Type: Research Article
© The author(s)
Publisher: Iran Public Libraries Foundation

Online ISSN: 6117-2645

Print ISSN: 5730-2645

No.4

Serial 119 ® Vol.30 ® Winter 2025

Research on Information Science & Public Libraries

-
D
O



mailto:E-mail:%20hashemzadeh%40birjand.ac.ir?subject=
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7171-6776
mailto:%20hashemzadeh%40birjand.ac.ir?subject=
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2581-7052
mailto:%20Maryam.khodkar%40gmail.com?subject=
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1461-4348
mailto:%20mreza%40birjand.ac.ir?subject=
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0444-7515
mailto:%20msangari%40birjand.ac.ir?subject=

Introduction

The reading meetings held in public libraries cultivate the personality of teenagers and are very effective in
their personal and social development. In addition, they promote the social status of public libraries in this field.
The meeting of book readers was held with the focus on literary books and literature is considered one of the most
important tools of education, which is indirectly many times more effective than indirect education. On the other
hand, teenagers’ role modeling and imitation of people such as heroes of stories have made participating teenagers
prone to acquire social capital such as responsibility and its components. The main purpose of this study was to in-
vestigate the impact of book reading meetings on the responsibility of 9-14 years old members of Mood city public
library by focusing on teenagers’ literature.

Method

This research was a quasi-experimental study designed by experimental and control groups. It had a pre-test
and post-test approach. It was performed on 40 randomly selected teenager users of the Mood City Public Library.
In this study, the teenagers’ responsibility questionnaire (Nemati, 2007) was used. Its validity was determined by
factor analysis and its reliability was determined by Cronbach’s alpha. The statistical population of the research
includes 120 teenage members of the public library; of them 40 people were randomly appointed as the sample in
two groups of 20 people by random assignment method. Analysis of covariance and independent t test were used
in data analysis.

Results

Reading meetings increased the level of responsibility and all its components in the subjects. In the follow-up
phase, it was found that responsibility and all its components (except fiduciary) have changed steadily among the
subjects. The average responsibility of young library members was significantly higher than the cut-point and less
than the expected level. Significant difference between responsibility and seven components -self-management,
orderliness, legality, trustworthiness, conscientiousness, organization and progressiveness- were observed in both
experimental and control groups. The follow-up stage showed that the average level of responsibility and its six
components have been increasing, but the average level of trustworthiness has decreased. Book reading meetings
centered on teenage literature have changed the organization of teenagers and caused planning in work, feasibility
and investigation of matters, order, discipline, etc. in the experimental group.

Conclusions

Considering that membership in public libraries is completely optional and teenagers who seek to benefit from
the library as a social place and willingly accept the rules in the social environment larger than the family and bind
themselves to the trustworthiness of books, order and compliance cleaning, communicating and interacting with
others, they are definitely different from teenagers who are less concerned about their future, or at least, they have
not been in a social place and this difference will become more obvious if teenagers who are members of public
libraries participate in various extra-curricular cultural programs, which are a suitable platform for the growth and
promotion of all kinds of social capital. In book reading meetings, group activities and collective functions have
been used to improve ideas, strengthen the sense of participation and cooperation, and other social capitals for a
healthy life, so that teenagers are placed in the group of peers, participation in holding meetings with active pres-
ence. By participating in the book-reading meetings, the teenager has made some decisions, and in this way, he/she
has learned in a practical way how to deal with this issue if he/she finds himself/herself in a choice situation and
what points he/she should pay attention to when making a decision (according to the librarian’s instructions) so that
he/she can direct the conflicts that he/she faces when making a decision. Therefore, participating in the book read-
er’s meeting has provided an opportunity to increase the component of progressivism, of which decision-making
is a subset. Progressivism itself has a close relationship with responsibility. By being in a friendly atmosphere for
exchange and discussion and social interactions with librarians, peers, etc., the teenagers participating in the book
reading meeting have had the opportunity to acquire a social skill such as adaptability, self-management, etc. It is
possible that with the presence of the teenagers in the book reading meeting, in addition to the book that they bor-
rowed to present at the meeting, by introducing the books that their friends presented at the meeting, they have been
encouraged to borrow the book more, as well as borrowing and keeping the book and trying to return it on time. It
has been a practical exercise for the trustworthiness of the participants. Since in the meetings, trustworthiness and
commitment are taught in different ways, as a result, commitment is created and strengthened in the individual. Most
extracurricular activities are implemented in the form of group activities in order to flourish talents and abilities.
Therefore, public libraries benefit from group activities and collective functions in improving ideas, strengthening
the sense of participation and cooperation of people in doing various tasks. Creating opportunities for participation
and delegating responsibility according to the ability of young people and paying attention to individual differences
and encouraging teenagers and young people to participate in group work strengthens their sense of responsibility
and commitment, the results of which are consistent with the findings of the present study. It can be argued that in
the book-reading meetings, a teenager who has chosen a book and has undertaken the introduction and analysis
for others and is trying to do his/her job as well as possible is a responsible person and his/her responsibility has a
close relationship with conscientiousness. The more responsibility teenagers have, the more conscientious they are.
People who scored high in the conscientiousness test tended to be more responsible, efficient and reliable. Users
prefer an environment where they can work as a group and where they can discuss and exchange opinions and this
is an expression of social learning. Book reading sessions are also a kind of group activity and can lead to learn-
ing things such as conscientiousness. With the increasing sense of responsibility and conscientiousness among the
people of the society, the protection of the environment also increases in the society, and this issue is also true on



the contrary. According to what was said, book reading sessions centered on teenage literature have the potential
to increase the level of trustworthiness of adolescents. In the reading meetings, the teenagers had to categorize the
material they had extracted from the text of the book in such a way that they could present it to the public at the des-
ignated time. As a result, it is argued that they should first learn planning, organization and time management with
the help and advice of the librarian. so that they can present the material in a favorable way in the meeting; There-
fore, it is thought that the experience of attending book reading meetings can strengthen organization in a person.
On the one hand, by understanding the instructive points related to organization in the context of discussions of the
same age and the contents of their books, teenagers’ knowledge of social capital such as feasibility and investiga-
tion, order, discipline, etc. has increased and increasing self-awareness is a prelude to better performance in times of
need. Adolescents who have been taught life skills have more decision-making ability than others, which is a part of
organization; The public library is helpful for the creation and development of social capital in two ways. The first
direction is related to its policy and the second is the library space as a public and safe place for holding informal
meetings of patrons, which include book reading meetings and extracurricular activities with a significant impact
on the organization as a social capital. Book reading meetings centered on teenage literature have led to changes in
the responsibility and its components. It can also be said that book reading meetings centered on teenage literature
have an effect on changing responsibility and its components. Teenagers have heard the concept of responsibility
and its applications in a successful life from their peers in the reading meetings. The influence of the words of peers
can be seen as a reason for increasing the effect of the education.
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