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Auvailable statistics show that countries have moved towards greater integration in
economic globalization over the past three decades, and this process is occurring in most
countries, but the trend of this movement is not the same for all countries, which indicates
the asymmetrical integration of countries in globalization. The characteristics of this
research also indicate that the Iranian economy is closed and unfree and is slowly moving
towards an open economy and greater integration into the globalization of the economy,
The reason for this movement is that the rentier structure of Iran's economy has emerged
from the global economic structures, and therefore economic development and political
decline has been created. As a result, reliance on windfall income from rent, especially oil,
has affected the structure and functioning of the middle class after the revolution,
confronting this class with political and economic challenges. The following article
focuses on the question of what impact has rentier structure and asymmetric integration in
economic globalization in Iran had on the structure and functioning of the middle class in
Iran. The research hypothesis is also based on the fact that it seems that rentier structure
and asymmetric integration of economic globalization have caused the gradual decline of
the middle class in post-revolutionary Iran. Therefore, the main purpose of this article is to
describe the political-economic challenges of the middle class in the rentier state, which
can lead to the dynamism and role of the middle class in the political-economic
development of Iran. This research has a descriptive-analytical approach in terms of the
documentary research method.
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1. Introduction

The country of Iran is among the countries that have an asymmetrical integration in
economic globalization and has a closed and unfree economy and a slow movement
towards economic globalization, this has also affected the structure and functioning of the
middle class after the revolution and has confronted this class with political/economic
challenges. The following article focuses on the question of what impact has rentier
structure and asymmetric integration in economic globalization in Iran had on the structure
and functioning of the middle class in Iran. The research hypothesis is also based on the fact
that it seems that rentier structure and asymmetric integration of economic globalization
have caused the gradual decline of the middle class in post-revolutionary Iran.

2. Theoretical Framework

This study uses Terry Lynn Carle's theory of the rentier state, which is a political economy
theory that seeks to explain the relationship between the state and society in states that
derive their largest share from rent income and single-product payments, especially oil. He
believes that the existence of rent affects the capacity of the state and in the short term, it
creates the conditions for financial crises, budget deficits, corruption, backwardness,
underdevelopment, and authoritarianism in the political structure. The main point is that in
rentier states, it is possible that due to the improper performance of the state and excessive
dependence on rent income, the state is placed against the social classes, and this
independence of the state without resorting to the body of social classes means the lack of
class balance, which faces social classes, including the middle class, with political and
economic challenges.

3. Research Method

The researchers recorded and maintained the results of their studies in appropriate tools
including forms, tables, and forms, and finally classified and utilized them. Therefore, the
present study is methodologically an analytical study that used documentary and library
methods to collect information.

4. Results and Discussion

Economic globalization provides the basis for the economic-political development of
countries, but it has not had the positive results that it has had on other countries and caused
their progress and symmetrical integration into the international economic system in Iran
due to the structure and functions of the national government. Therefore, the Iranian
government has been disconnected from the process of economic globalization and has
become a rentier government because the Iranian economy is an extrovert in terms of oil
exports. Therefore, the integration of the country's economy with the international
economic system in terms of the excessive share of oil in the composition of commodity
exports is a type of asymmetrical integration. The rentier government has also had negative
effects on the construction of the state, relations between the state and society, and on the
economy. On the other hand, when the rentier state becomes the most powerful distributor
of rent in society, it provides the necessary resources to exercise its tyrannical power. In
such a situation, the state feels no need for the participation of social classes, especially an
independent and critical class called the middle class. As a result, it feels no need for an
active civil society, which leads to the formation of one-sided relations between the state
and social classes.

5. Conclusion
This study conducted in this research shows that, based on the combined indicators of the
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Foreign Policy Institute, the Heritage Foundation, and the Fraser Institute, Due to the
continuation of the rentier structure, the country of Iran has somehow been placed in the
asymmetric integration of the globalization of the economy. Now, the main point of this
research is that it can be concluded from these results that Iran's failure to integrate into
economic globalization and the formation of a rentier economy itself can impose a lot of
pressure on social classes, including the middle class, and face this class with specific
economic-political challenges. Among the important economic challenges are: weakening
of economic capital and the middle class approaching the poverty line, devaluation of the
national currency index, increasing inflation rate, increasing unemployment rate in society,
lack of economic transparency, and among the political challenges, we can mention
massification and political pluralism, deepening of the gap and conflict between the state
and the nation, lack of attention to the elite in light of the statist political culture, political
distrust of the government and evasion of responsibility, intensification of the government's
independence without paying attention to entrepreneurial groups, and alienation and
weakening of party activity.
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