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: Abstract

¢ Introduction: Animal hushandry is one of the subsectors of agriculture, which
: plays a significant role in providing the country's needed protein and,
: accordingly, food security. Production of camel meat in the provinces of Razavi
: Khorasan, South Khorasan and Sistan and Baluchestan is economically viable
: due to the desert location of the region. By examining the factors affecting the
: willingness to consume, it can be substituted for other meats and with capital
¢ placing on it reduced the fluctuations in the price of red meat in the market.

¢ Materials and Methods: In this research, data and statistical information were
: collected from the completion of 1020 questionnaires using a two-stage cluster
: sampling method with appropriate assignment at the level of the centers of the
: three provinces of Razavi Khorasan, South Khorasan and Sistan and
: Baluchestan in 2020.

: Findings: The findings of this research show that at different levels of
: willingness to consume camel meat, the variables of age, education, the
¢ existence of camel meat distribution centers and having knowledge of the
. benefits of camel meat have a positive and significant effect on the willingness
: to consume camel meat, while that the price of various types of fish, beef and
: sheep meat has a positive and negative effect on the willingness to consume
: camel meat based on the relationship of substitution and complementarity

¢ Conclusion: Two variables including quick and easy access to distribution
: centers and awareness of the benefits of camel meat, have a positive effect on
: the willingness to consume camel meat. In this regard, it is suggested that with
: the expansion of distribution centers and awareness of the benefits such as
: healing properties and low-fat percentage of camel meat, the willingness to
¢ consume camel meat can be improved and considering the production capacities
" of camel meat in the east of the country. replaced it with fish, beef and sheep.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

One of the sub-sectors of agriculture is animal
husbandry, which plays a vital role in providing the
protein needed by the country and, consequently,
food security. This sub-sector has fluctuated a lot in
the market. Examining consumer behavior to
allocate consumer costs between goods and their
response to price changes is vital for both market
knowledge and consumer behavior. It makes
livestock producers planning to produce and sell
their products. In this study, the willingness to
consumer for camel meat in Sistan and Baluchestan,
South Khorasan and Razavi Khorasan provinces has
been investigated consumer behavior.

Materials and Methods

The purpose of this study is to investigate the
willingness of consumers for camel meat in the east
of the country using the generalized ordered logit
method in 2020. The data of this study have been
collected by completing 1020 researcher-made
questionnaires in three provinces of Khorasan
Razavi, South Khorasan, and Sistan and
Baluchestan by two-stage cluster sampling method.
In this study, the generalized ordered logit approach
has been used to investigate the effect of socio-
economic variables on the probability of accepting
the willingness to consume for camel meat. The
reason for using this approach is that in the
classification of the probability of accepting the
consumption of camel meat, they are classified into
3 groups of high, medium, and low consumption,
respectively. The variables used in the ordered logit
model are: willingness to consume camel meat, age,
gender, occupation, education, household size,
income, establish a distribution center, awareness of
the benefits of camel meat, fish price, beef price,
mutton price and the price of camel meat.

Findings

The findings of this research show that tendency to
low consume for camel meat, the variables of age,
establish a distribution center, awareness of the
benefits of camel meat, price of fish and sheep meat
have been effective, and all these variables have had
a positive and significant effect on the tendency to
consume camel meat. Except for the price of fish
meat, which has a negative and significant effect on
the tendency to consume camel meat. Therefore, it
can be said that the effect of the age of the head of
the household on the willingness to consume camel
meat in South Khorasan province has become
positive and significant, that is, as the age of the
household members increases and other variables
remain constant, the probability of the households'
willingness to consume increases. The reason is due
to attention to the healing properties of camel meat
with age. The establish a distribution center has a
positive and significant effect on the willingness to
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consume camel meat in the provinces of Sistan and
Baluchestan and South Khorasan, that is, the more
camel meat distribution centers there are or the more
camel meat is available to households, with a fixed
assumption. If other variables remain the same, the
willingness of households to consume will probably
increase, and having knowledge of the benefits of
using camel meat is positive and significant on the
willingness to consume camel meat in Sistan and
Baluchestan province. Due to the fact that the
properties and benefits of this meat in Sistan and
Baluchestan province are not hidden to anyone, and
finally due to the existence of a substitution
relationship between sheep and camel meat, the
price of sheep meat has a positive and significant
effect on the desire to consume camel meat in Sistan
and Baluchestan province. but due to the
complementary relationship between fish and camel
meat, the effect of fish meat price on the tendency to
consume camel meat in Razavi Khorasan Province
is negative and significant.

Discussion and Conclusion

Results tendency to high consume show that age,
size of the household, establish of camel meat
distribution centers, having knowledge of the
benefits of using camel meat have a positive and
significant effect on the tendency to consume camel
meat in Sistan and Baluchestan province, that is,
with The increase of each of these variables and the
other variables remaining constant, the probability
of increasing the willingness to consume households
will increase, but the effect of the price of beef and
mutton on the willingness to consume camel meat
has been negative and significant, that is, between
the price of beef and mutton and the willingness to
consume camel meat has a complementary
relationship. Therefore, it is suggested that with the
expansion of distribution centers and awareness of
the benefits such as healing properties and low-fat
percentage of camel meat, the tendency to consume
camel meat can be improved, and considering the
advantage of camel meat production in the east of
the country, it can be replaced the meat of fish, beef
and sheep
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