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1- INTRODUCTION

The study explores the effectiveness of facilitation offices in
empowering marginalized women, particularly in the Bahonar district of
Mashhad. Empowerment is recognized as a pivotal aspect of sustainable
development. Women's empowerment, specifically in marginalized
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communities, plays a vital role in achieving societal growth and equity. The
research investigates the impact of facilitation offices on improving
women's social participation, responsibility, and community engagement.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The theoretical foundation of this research relies on social
empowerment theories, including Kabeer's empowerment framework (1999)
and Longwe's theory (1993), which focus on the resources, agency, and
achievements model. These frameworks are essential in understanding how
empowerment manifests in different stages: welfare, access, awareness,
participation, and control. Additionally, the study integrates theories related
to social capital and empowerment, examining how various social variables
like trust, social cohesion, and community participation influence
empowerment.

3- METHODOLOGY

This research employs a quantitative approach to evaluate the social
empowerment of women in the Bahonar district. A total of 200 women
participated in the study, divided into two groups: 100 women who used the
services of local facilitation offices and 100 who did not. Data were
collected through structured questionnaires measuring variables such as
social responsibility, trust, cohesion, and satisfaction. Reliability was
ensured using Cronbach's alpha, and independent t-tests were conducted to
compare the empowerment levels of the two groups.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The results indicate significant differences in empowerment levels
between women who utilized the services of facilitation offices and those
who did not. Women who received services showed higher levels of social
participation, responsibility, and community cohesion. The study highlights
the positive role of facilitation offices in fostering trust and social
integration, although some dimensions, like social satisfaction, did not show
a significant impact. This suggests that while facilitation offices are
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effective in enhancing certain aspects of empowerment, other factors like
personal satisfaction require further investigation.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The research concludes that facilitation offices are successful in
empowering marginalized women in Mashhad's Bahonar district. However,
to maximize their impact, it is recommended to address areas where services
are less effective, such as enhancing personal satisfaction and deeper
community engagement. Further studies could explore the long-term effects
of such initiatives and the role of external social and economic factors in
sustaining empowerment.

Keywords: Women's Social Empowerment, Local Development
Offices (Facilitation), National Development, Promotion of a Culture of
Monitoring and Evaluation.
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