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Abstract

Public participation in governance is a fundamental aspect of social behavior and a key
pillar of political development, as well as an essential indicator of good governance. Un-
derstanding the barriers to public engagement in decision-making across political, social,
and economic domains is crucial for policymakers. This study aims to identify the obsta-
cles hindering public participation in governance and propose strategies to enhance civic
engagement in alignment with the general policies of the Fourth Development Plan. The
research is applied in nature, employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, and follows
a mixed-methods approach (quantitative and qualitative). A meta-study approach is used
to systematically identify, collect, synthesize, and summarize findings from previous re-
search. The analysis reveals that more than forty distinct barriers to public participation
exist, which can be categorized into four major groups: legal-political, socio-cultural,
economic, and technical. Among these, socio-cultural barriers are identified as the most
significant challenges, followed by legal-political constraints. The findings underscore
the need for targeted policy interventions to foster a more participatory governance
framework by addressing these structural and institutional challenges.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Public participation in governance is a fundamental element of political develop-
ment and an essential indicator of good governance. It depends on various social
and cultural factors such as freedom of speech, political parties, public discourse,
and civil society institutions. The involvement of individuals and organizations,
including associations, guilds, and non-governmental organizations, in deci-
sion-making and policy implementation is a crucial aspect of governance. How-
ever, in Iran, public participation faces numerous challenges due to economic, so-
cial, cultural, historical, and religious factors. The concept of public participation
has been emphasized as a fundamental principle since the establishment of the
Islamic Republic, as reflected in the statements of its founding leader, Imam Kho-
meini (RA), who considered public engagement vital for national development.
Moreover, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution has repeatedly under-
scored the importance of active public involvement in addressing political, so-
cial, and economic challenges. The Iranian Constitution also acknowledges pub-
lic participation in Article 6, which serves as the foundation for various models
of civic engagement. Given the critical role of participation in national progress
and development, identifying and addressing barriers to public participation is of
paramount importance.

Methods

This study adopts an applied research approach and employs a descriptive-ana-
lytical methodology. The research utilizes the meta-study framework proposed by
Paterson et al.,, incorporating both quantitative and qualitative methods to identi-
fy, collect, integrate, and synthesize existing research findings. Data collection was
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conducted through a systematic review process, wherein relevant literature
was retrieved using targeted keyword searches in credible academic data-
bases. Initially, 196 articles were identified, which were then screened based
on the Glynn Tool Model to ensure their relevance. The screening process in-
volved evaluating four key components: title, abstract, methodology, and main
text. Ultimately, 113 studies were selected for in-depth analysis. To synthesize
the findings, open coding was performed following the Sandelowski and Bar-
roso model, after which axial coding was applied to categorize the data into
broader thematic groups.

Results and Discussion

Scientific research is grounded in specific theoretical approaches, which

serve as the foundation for analysis. While previous studies have examined

public participation, there has been no comprehensive framework for iden-

tifying its barriers. A thorough analysis of existing literature revealed that

obstacles to public participation can be categorized into four primary do-

mains:

¢ Cultural-Social: The most frequently discussed category, accounting for 68
studies, highlighting sociocultural constraints as the primary impediment
to participation.

e Political-Legal: Identified in 41 studies, emphasizing legal and political
challenges.

¢ Economic: Examined in 16 studies, addressing financial and economic
limitations.

e Technical: The least explored category, with 10 studies, focusing on
administrative and infrastructural barriers.

Conclusion

This study systematically examines the barriers to public participation in Iran
and identifies over 40 distinct challenges. Through a two-stage classification
process, these challenges were categorized into four broad areas: legal-politi-
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cal, cultural-social, economic, and technical. The findings suggest that cultural
and social constraints represent the most significant barriers to participation,
followed by political and legal challenges. Based on the identified obstacles,
practical recommendations and strategies for enhancing public engagement
are proposed to foster greater civic involvement and improve governance ef-

fectiveness.
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