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An Investigation of Women’s Circumambulation (Tawaf al-Nisa’)
from the Perspective of Islamic Denominations

1
Fatima Ebadinick

Abstract

Tawaf al-Nisa’ is one of the acts of Hajj and Umrah on which the
Islamic denominations disagree. The Imamiyah consider Tawaf al-
Nisa’ to be one of the types of obligatory circumambulation by which
the relationship between a woman and her husband becomes lawful,
and vice versa; Sunnis consider legitimate Tawaf to be of three types:
Tawaf of arrival, Tawaf of pilgrimage to Mecca, and Tawaf of farewell.
In their jurisprudential sources, there is no mention of Tawaf al-Nisa’
and they believe that after Tawafof pilgrimage, the relationship
between spouses becomes permissible. The Imamiyah agree with the
Sunnis on the legitimacy of the mentioned kinds of Tawaf. In addition,
they believe in the legitimacy of the Tawaf al-Nisa” and consider it as
one of the non-pillar obligatory acts and one of the things that makes a
remarriage lawful in Hajj and Umrah. Using descriptive, analytical and
comparative methods, this paper examines the types of Hajj and Tawaf
from the perspective of Islamic denominations. Then, by examining
the arguments of Shiite jurists regarding Tawaf al-Nisa’, its legitimacy
and obligation is proved. Finally, by examining Hijjatu Al-Wada“, the
only document and evidence of the Prophetic tradition that is accepted
by all Islamic denominations, the veracity of the Shiite claim on the
legitimacy of the Tawaf al-Nisa’ is proved.

Keywords: Hajj, Umrah, Tawaf al-Nisa’, Islamic denominations,
comparative jurisprudence.

1. Researcher and Student of Level Four of Jurisprudence and Principles, the sub-discipline of Family

Jurisprudence, Jami’at al-Zahra, F.ebadinik @ gmailcom
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