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Abstract

The horizon of expectation among Iranian adolescents is a significant topic, yet it
remains relatively unexplored. One promising avenue for delving into this area is the
realm of literature, particularly novels. This is because the cultural experiences of a
society intersect and can effectively mirror the experiences of adolescents. Novels
geared towards adolescents’ progress beyond mere representation, capturing and
reflecting the perspectives of these young individuals as active participants within
society rather than passive subjects. Therefore, it becomes essential to capture their
viewpoints and perspectives on literature, as this can contribute to the vibrancy and
vitality of this literary genre in Iran, aiding in the comprehensive understanding and
analysis of the horizon of expectations held by Iranian adolescents.
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I ntroduction

One of the key dimensions in understanding the culture of adolescents in Iran is
recognizing and comprehending their perspectives as audiences of literary and artistic
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works. To this end, it is essential to explore the expectations of this demographic from
society and examine their expectations from producers of literary and artistic works. In
this perspective, adolescents are not passive consumers but rather engage in interpreting
literary works, expanding horizons of understanding, critiquing these works, and
representing social realities within them. Another crucial aspect of Iranian adolescents
expectations lies in the delineation of identity boundaries between themselves and
children on one hand, and between themselves and adults on the other.

In this paper, the attempt is made to investigate the expectations of Iranian
adolescents and youth in the field of literature (novels). This is because the novel, more
than other literary types and genres such as epic and poetry, has simultaneous
connections with context and time.

The experience of Iranian adolescents and youth, whose cultural and social world
differs from that of other societies, is one of the sources shaping the genre of young
adult novels in Iran. On the other hand, the diversity within Iranian youth culture,
observable for instance in local and ethnic subcultures, can enrich this literary
experience. This dynamic encompasses cultural richness and self-awareness in
alignment with religious values, which have always been emphasized in Iranian culture
and worldview. Iranian adolescents also demonstrate their agency in interpreting texts,
reflecting on personal and social situations depicted in novels.

Materials & Methods

Given the neglect of Iranian adolescents expectations, this research employs an
anthropological approach to study a group of adolescents (aged 13 to 18) in the
provinces of Sistan and Baluchestan, Kurdistan, Khuzestan, Golestan, and Tehran. The
aim of this study is to deeply understand the expectations of Iranian adolescents
regarding literary works. The study was conducted in the time period of 1392 (Persian
calendar) and utilized focus group discussions as its primary method.

The research approach of this article combines ethnographic (social) and literary
criticism approaches. Ethnographic techniques used in this research are based on
various types of interviews. These interviews aid in understanding the worldview of
children and adolescents and comparing them with each other. In this study, the method
includes focus group interviews with adolescents, conducted by moderators, to gather
necessary information.
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Discussion & Result

The research identifies elements that represent key components of identity boundaries
of the studied adol escents compared to both children and adults. These elements include
the pursuit of equal relationships, proximity to emotional poles versus normative poles,
pursuit of happiness, rejection of imposed expressions, intrinsic value of dialogue,
agency, and possession of socia roles, among others. Adolescents in this study
expressed the extension of their values towards both children and adults, depicting
adolescence as an idealistic world grounded in core values such as justice.

The egalitarian relationship between the author and the reader, where the author of
young adult novels avoids hierarchical relationships and moral preaching in language
usage, is the focus of interest in this study. Adolescents believe that if the language and
style employed by the author of young adult novels are based on frank and genuine
expressions, it not only retains its teenage audience but also influences them positively.
From this perspective, the difference between the egalitarian space of novels and the
hierarchical space of home, family, and school lies in the attractiveness of emancipation
for adolescents to discover life truths and find creative pathsin this journey.

Although the adolescents studied in this research show interest in reading novels that
familiarize them with the cultural heritage of their homeland/province, they also express
a strong inclination towards exploring other cultures and their cultural heritage both
within and even outside the country.

Adolescents consider novels as a cultural expression of their socio-cultural identity,
which should, on one hand, respond to their practical expectations and, on the other
hand, resonate with their lived experiences. Creating spaces for dialogue enables the
integration of diverse perspectives and horizons, as mentioned in the article.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this research, it appears that understanding the expectations of
Iranian adolescents can pave the way for bridging the gap between this group and
adults, establishing them as an inclusive and authoritative constituency. The
participation of Iranian adolescents in shaping the structures of meaning produced in the
realms of literature and art enhances the strength and depth of national solidarity as a
significant social capital.
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