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Obijective: The purpose of branding is to create a relationship between what the city offers
(identity) and the mental image that people have of the city. In particular, Jan Lang
considers a positive mental image to be a prerequisite for the survival of cities in global
competition and considers the strategy of place branding to be important in this respect. He
also sees a direct link between branding and mental image. In fact, the concept of branding
has been introduced as a set of measures with different tools to gain competitive
advantages between cities, with the aim of attracting capital and tourists, strengthening
local identity, introducing the city to its citizens and, ultimately, improving the image at
home and abroad. Place branding is defined as a set of measures introduced with various
tools to gain competitive advantages between places or cities with the aim of attracting
capital and tourists, strengthening local identity, introducing cities and places to their
citizens and ultimately improving their image at home and abroad. The purpose of this
study is to evaluate the role of place brand in the development of tourism in the historic
village of Palangan.

Method: The present study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in
nature. The purpose Data collection was done using documentary-library and field
methods. In the documentary method, the indicators under study were extracted and these
indicators were organized in the form of a questionnaire and finally, in the form of a
survey, a 45-question questionnaire based on a five-option Likert scale was distributed to
the sample population.

Results: The statistical population of the study consists of tourists who made the village of
Palangan their tourist destination in the summer and autumn of 1402. The sample size was
estimated to be 384 using the Cochran formula.

Conclusions: The results of the study showed that physical-environmental, socio-cultural,
economic and management criteria ranked first to fourth in importance to tourists.
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Introduction
The urban brand is an effective tool for the development of cities and in fact it is a

distinguishing feature of cities and increases their success and has an impact on value creation
and social, cultural, political, economic development and consequently investment attraction
and development, tourism industry boom, technology transfer and impact Branding is more
than anything along the lines of entrepreneurship and place marketing, and business affairs
with a competitive approach are in the field of urban governance. The development of
governance and the formation of urban entrepreneurship trends can be considered the most
important areas of place marketing and urban branding; therefore, globalization and the
development of urban systems and local governments have accelerated the process of place
marketing and urban branding. Nowadays, most of the major cities of the world are branding
their symbols and places in order to create and enhance their city brand in the minds of the
audience regarding all the places, buildings and other attractions of that city. In the year 1400,
Oraman region of Kurdistan and Kermanshah province was registered in the world with many
efforts of managers and researchers. This region has many potentials in various economic,
social, cultural and tourism fields which remain unknown in many dimensions and
components. Palengan village is also because it is one of the villages of Oraman region in
Kurdistan province and has a unique and stepped architecture. The nature is pristine and
untouched and according to the local authorities, it receives more than a hundred thousand
tourists every year. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to evaluate the role of place
brand in attracting tourists to this region, a case study in this research is the historic village of
Palengan tourism, which is a part of Oraman region, is considered.

Method
The present research is applied and descriptive-analytical in nature. Documentary, library and

field methods were used to collect information. In the documentary method, the studied
indicators were extracted and these indicators were set in the form of a questionnaire, and
finally a questionnaire with 45 questions based on a five-point Likert scale was distributed
among the sample population.

The statistical population of the research is made up of tourists who made Palangan village
their tourist destination in the summer and autumn of 1402. The sample size was estimated to
be 384 using Cochran's formula. Simple random sampling method was used to select the
sample. In this research, branding indicators were first identified and operationally defined in
Palangan village through library studies and research background. In this research, to measure
the validity of the questionnaire, face validity was used in such a way that the opinions of
researchers and experts were used for the accuracy and correctness of the indicators, and to
measure the reliability of the questionnaire, Cronbach's alpha calculation method was used.
The calculated alpha rate is 83% for the questionnaire items, which is an acceptable
coefficient for confidence in the questionnaire data. The table below shows the indicators
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used in this research, which were obtained by examining different sources and localising them
in the area of study.

Results
The research results consist of two parts. The first part discussed the weighting and

importance of the research criteria .

For this purpose, a questionnaire was given to 15 experts to rate each of the criteria from 1
to 9 according to their importance. The results obtained were analyzed in the form of a
pairwise comparison and a hierarchical analytical model, using Expert Choice software to
determine the weight of each criterion .

In this research, at the final stage, in order to weight the research criteria, a questionnaire
was given to the experts, in which a pairwise comparison of the criteria was made according
to the importance of each of them in the place brand, and the results were obtained using the
hierarchical analysis model. They were then compared in pairs using the Sports Choice
software. The result showed that the management criterion was in first place with a weight of
0.29, the physical-environmental criterion was in second place with a weight of 0.26, the
socio-cultural criterion was in third place with a weight of 0.24 and the economic criterion
was in fourth place with a weight of 0.21.

Conclusions
In the next stage of the research, questionnaires were distributed to the tourists who had

chosen this village as their destination. The result showed that the physical-biological
criterion with an average of 4.49 had the highest average and ranked first. This result shows
that the pristine and untouched nature of the village, as well as the presence of green gardens,
the presence of the roaring Sirvan River, the presence of waterfalls in this village, as well as
the staircase architecture, the use of local materials in the physical structure of the village are
the most important reasons for this.

Wetting the village and attracting tourists to this village. After the physical-environmental
criterion, the social-cultural criterion had the highest mean, with an average of 4.42. The
existence of indigenous culture, the use of ancient ceremonies such as Nowruz, which attracts
the attention of thousands of people every year at the beginning of the New Year, as well as
religious ceremonies in the village that are held every year, the warmth and hospitality of the
people of the region and the establishment of a close relationship with tourists who consider
them part of their family and the existence of an environment full of social capital confirm the
high average of the social-cultural standard .

After the two criteria mentioned, the economic criterion came third with an average of
3.42.

The existence of the village fishing project, which is one of the most important projects in
the country and even abroad, and the existence of fresh fish in the village, as well as the
existence of handicrafts and native crafts of the village, such as giveh shoes, which are made
in the village and called Klash in the local language.The presence of handicrafts such as
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baskets, wickerwork and local men's and women's clothing and ornaments in the village at a
reasonable price can play an important role in attracting tourists .

Finally, management was ranked fourth with an average score of 2.72. This result shows
that the attention of national, provincial and city managers is increasingly focused on this
historic tourist village. By providing more welfare for tourists, using the knowledge and
expertise of local experts who come from this environment, as well as attracting the necessary
funds, the managers can be very useful in introducing and branding this tourist village.
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