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A Verse from Surah Al-Kahf at the Tomb
of Khajeh Nasir al-Din al-Tusi

Yazdan Farrokhi'

Abstract: A biographical report of Khajeh Nasir al-Din al-Tusi states that at his tomb in
the shrine of Imam Musa Kazim (PBUH), this verse was inscribed: "Their dog stretched its
forelegs at the entrance". This point has been regarded as definitive in historical research
about Khajeh’s life. While there is no contradiction between this inscription and Khajeh’s
devotion to Imam Musa Kazim (PBUH), a detailed examination reveals lack of credibility of
such report. This raises the question: What is the source of this claim? It appears the original
report comes from a later, questionable source and this paper aims to clarify the account of
Khajeh’s life. This research, conducted using descriptive-analytical approach, indicates that
due to the existing mindset regarding Khajeh’s devotion to the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH), biographers
accepted a later report, leading some researchers to add a distorted claim to Khajeh life,
ignoring credible historical documentation.
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