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Abstract Info Abstract

Article Type: In this article, the 2011 Egyptian revolution is discussed from a holistic
and structuralist point of view. The problem of the study follows as:
why the new rulers have not been able to transform the basic structures
like the Iranian Islamic Revolution? The hypothesis is that not
changing the structure of the revolutionary model will lead to failure.
Skocpol's historical adaptation structuralism model was used as
research methodology. Not accompanying the society with the new
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Introduction

Several definitions of revolution have been presented in political science and literature so
far. From the point of view of political sociology, the theories that have paid special
attention to the revolution in the context of the social construct-based society's structures
are considered as one of the important revolution-related theories. The structuralism is
chosen from the sociological school based on the comparative and historical sociology of
the revolution in order to answer the main question of the research according to the
sociological context of the revolution and comparing the important transformations in the
societies of Egypt and Iran, "How can the failure of the 2011 Egyptian revolution and the
victory be explained?" Iran's 1979 revolution with an emphasis on historical comparison
and matching?" Also, to prove or disprove the main hypothesis of the research by using
different sources and carrying out validity and reliability, "Deep social transformations
including changes in values and social structures play a decisive role in the failure of the
Egyptian revolution".

Methodology

This study is a theoretical and developmental research in terms of objective, and
descriptive-analytical and comparative research in terms of nature and method.
Documentary analysis and historical-comparative analysis (as a Qualitative Research
Method) was used in this study, therefore, information related to the causes of the
revolution in Iran and Egypt was collected by referring to documents (books, articles...)
Also, the historical-comparative method of Theda Skocpol was used to compare the
changes of the basic structures in the Iranian and Egyptian revolutions, in such a way that
it was tried to compare the similarities and differences in each of the two revolutions.

Discussion

The role and position of the army, Al-Azhar University and the republic based on
democracy and elections are noteworthy and reflective in the study of the political and
social structure of Egypt. It may be said that the tripartite states of the Arab Republic of
Egypt have confiscated the development process for their own benefit by weakening the
secular-liberal parties and trying to claim successes for themselves. In the Pahlavi era of
Iran, the Shah of Iran as the main element of the social structure plays a decisive role in
the political, social and economic changes of the society. The court and the army make
up this structure. Changes in power structures are taken into account to understand the
role of structure in the revolutionary developments of Egypt and Iran. In Egypt, Morsi
and Muslim Brotherhood could not make fundamental changes in the existing structures,
despite short-term efforts, because the tripartite army, al-Azhar, and the democracy-based
republic were still effective. The situation is completely different in Iran, because Shah
and the court were removed in the new system and the monarchy was replaced by a
republic based on the teachings of Islam.

Conclusion

No fundamental change was created in the transfer of power in Egypt; The legal
president was replaced by another legal president. The army continued to show strength
in the political structure and the liberals played the role of mediator between Egypt and
the West as before. Public dissatisfaction intensified a year after Morsi, and finally led to
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the intervention of the judiciary and the army to remove Mubarak. In the same way, the
next president - Sisi - also moved in the usual direction of the Egyptian political society,
and there was no change from Morsi to Sisi in Egypt, there was no will for fundamental
changes. No person, group or organization actually wanted a revolution. Changing the
status quo may have been the only goal of the Egyptian opposition. Even the liberals and
seculars did not speak against the social structure of Egypt. On the other hand, the Iranian
revolution was very different from the former political regime in terms of form and
nature and had completely evolved fundamental values and class and social structures.
Therefore, the term revolution is suitable for it in political sociology. By examining all
the discussed issues and aspects, this hypothesis "deep transformations in the victory of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the lack of these transformations have been effective
in the failure of the 2011 Egyptian Revolution" has been fully confirmed and proven.
According to the results, creating fundamental changes in the basic values and structures
of a political society is a very important indicator for determining the occurrence or non-
occurrence of a revolution.
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