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Introduction

The statement known as the "Second Phase of the Revolution" is a paramount document
in the political landscape of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Despite the undeniable
significance of this statement, theory-oriented studies to analyze the linguistic
components in this statement to better understand its discourse have been relatively
scarce. Therefore, the present study addresses this gap by employing a functional
linguistic approach which views language as a system of choices for conveying meaning
within a context. Specifically, we will examine the ideational and interpersonal
metafunctions of the statement to gain insights into the author's worldview, the
organization of their experience, and the dynamics of meaning exchange between the
author and the audience.

Methodology

Employing a descriptive-analytic approach, this study investigates the discourse of the
Second Phase of the Revolution statement, grounded in Halliday and Matthiessen's
(2014) Systemic Functional Grammar. The analysis begins by manually segmenting the
entire statement into individual clauses, serving as the corpus for the study. Subsequently,
each clause is examined based on ideational and interpersonal metafunction. The
ideational analysis focuses on identifying the six processes employed within the clauses,
while the interpersonal analysis delves into the primary tense, subject, modality, and
polarity to determine the dominant Mood structure of the statement.

Discussion

The data analysis indicates that among the 500 clauses of the statement, the material
processes dominate the statement, constituting 40.62% of the total. Relational processes
follow closely at 36.94%, while mental account for 13.54%. Behavioral, verbal, and
existential processes make up a smaller proportion of the clauses with 3.29%, 3.1%, and
2.51% respectively. The high frequency of the material process suggests the author
places significant emphasis on concrete actions and events; because this process, in
addition to objectifying the issues for better understanding and highlighting the main
concepts, generally, due to its nature, helps the audience better understand the text. Also,
out of a total of 500 clauses, 88.6% of the clauses have a positive and 11.2% a negative
polarity. The predominantly positive polarity of the clauses indicates a confident, clear-
cut, powerful and assertive tone, grounded in factual evidence. As to the main tense of
the clauses, the present tense is used in 8.49% of the clauses, and the past and future
tenses in 2.36% and 14% of the clauses, respectively. All types of processes are revealed
and represented over time, but the way processes are revealed may differ from one type
of process to another. Regarding the modality, in a total of 500 clauses, the most common
mood in the statement is the declarative, which is used in 87.6% of the clauses; in the
following ranks, the suggestive mood is used in 6.6% and the imperative mood in 5.8%
of the clauses, and the frequency of the interrogative modality is also zero. The
declarative mood, due to its characteristics of "susceptibility" and "determination in
action", is closer to its prototype form in terms of meaning compared to other moods.
Therefore, since the discourse of the statement is in the position of a true narrative of the
issues, the use of the declarative modality contributes to the factual and assertive nature
of the statement which leads to honesty, clarity, and certainty in conveying the message.
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Conclusion

The research shows that from an ideational perspective, all six processes are used in the

statement in proportion to the importance of the topics, the communicative goals

governing the text, and the relevant genre. Therefore, the primary processes, namely
material, relational, and mental, have the highest frequency of use, respectively, and the
secondary processes, namely behavioral, verbal, and existential, have the lowest
frequency, respectively, to represent the author's experience of the external world in
language. From an interpersonal perspective, the dominant modal structure of the
statement is a clause with an absent subject, present tense, positive polarity, and
declarative mood. The overall results suggest a realistic discourse with decisiveness,
clarity, and honesty in speech that is prevalent throughout the statement. In essence, the
primary focus of the statement is on providing a truthful, realistic, and yet idealistic
description of the weaknesses and strengths, activities, measures, programs, and policies
that are mainly accessible to human experience through material and relational processes.
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