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In order to operationalize the idea of resistance as a strategic element
of the Islamic Republic, a question is posed as follows: What is the
operational model of the resistance strategy in the Islamic Republic
from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei? This research seeks to
answer this basic question by qualitative method in the form of content
analysis. The findings show that focusing on the main issues,
explaining the merits of resistance, the authenticity of religious duty,
maintaining unity, insight and the strength of the internal structure in
the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei are the most central components
that lead to the operationalization of the resistance strategy in the
Islamic Republic. Each of these components, due to having special or
common characteristics, such as a necessary cause, foundation or
protector for meaningful relationship with each other in order to realize
the strategy of resistance. For this reason, a special model for the
operationalization of the resistance strategy is formed in the intellectual
system of Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Introduction

The Quranic concept of resistance, signifying unwavering and dynamic perseverance, has
been central to the ideology of the Islamic Revolution's founder since its inception.
Ayatollah Khamenei, in numerous speeches, elaborated on the theory of resistance and
outlined its parameters and rationale. Given the operationalization of the idea of
resistance as a strategic element of the Islamic Revolution to achieve its goals, as well as
the field-based and operational nature of this concept, designing an operational model for
the strategy of resistance is more imperative than ever. This research delves into the
thought of Imam Khamenei as the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic to answer the
question: "What is the operational model of the resistance strategy in the Islamic
Republic of Iran?".

Methodology

This is a qualitative research study employing thematic analysis as a form of applied
research. Data collection for this paper is based on text mining with purposive sampling.
By searching for the keyword “moghavmat”, "resistance" and related terms
such as “istadegi”, "steadfastness", ‘“payedari”, "perseverance", and ‘“estegamet”,
"endurance " in the Ayatollah Khamenei Documentation and Publication Center
(http://www.khamenei.ir), approximately 2356 records were obtained. Through screening
and categorization, 30 speeches from the beginning of his leadership until the end of
1399 were selected for analysis.

Discussion

In Ayatollah Khamenei's thought, the core components for the realization and
operationalization of the resistance strategy are: A) Focusing on fundamental issues; B)
Explaining the benefits of resistance; C) Primacy of duty; D) Maintaining unity; E)
Insight; and F) Strengthening internal structure. Based on the research findings, there is a
significant correlation between some themes. For instance, some characteristics are
commonly repeated in several components. The theme of ‘strengthening and
empowering' as a 'constitutive cause' is common in components A, B, C, and F, while the
theme of 'preserving from destruction and decay' as a ‘protective' factor is common in
components A, D, E, and F, and the theme of 'creation' as a 'necessary cause' is observed
in components B, E, and F. Based on the research findings, an operational model for the
resistance strategy is proposed in the form of a triangle. At the base of this triangle is the
‘necessary cause', with the 'constitutive causes' and the 'protective’ factors forming the
sides. In the proposed triangle, the 'strengthening of the internal structure', which
possesses all three causes, is placed at the base, with the entire triangle resting on it. The
components of 'explaining the benefits' and 'maintaining unity', each with only one
characteristic, form the sides of the triangle, while 'focusing on fundamental issues',
which has two causes, is placed at the apex to connect the two sides and clarify the
concept of focus. The component of 'insight', which is common in the 'necessary cause'
with the 'strengthening of the internal structure' and in the 'protective cause' with
'maintaining unity', is placed at the left angle to convey the concept of shared
characteristics. Similarly, the component of 'primacy of duty' plays a similar role at the
right angle for the 'necessary' and 'constitutive' sides..
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Conclusion

By examining Ayatollah Khamenei's thought, it can be concluded that each of the six
components of the resistance strategy has its own unique and shared characteristics, and
there is a significant correlation between them. Therefore, to operationalize the resistance
strategy, the internal structure of power must first be strengthened, and by relying on
insight and duty, resistance must be created. Then, by explaining its benefits, it must be
strengthened, and by maintaining unity, it must be prevented from decay and destruction.
Finally, by focusing on fundamental issues, steps should be taken to operationalize its
goals and programs.
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