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Islamic scholars have mentioned about the Qur'anic phrase “except the
saying of Abraham to his father, T will surely seek forgiveness for you™
in verse 4 of Surah Al-Mumtahina three aspects: (1) that exceptional
article “Ella” therein is a connected one and what is excepted is
exemplarity of Abraham; (2) that “Ella” here is an interrupted exception,
and what is excepted is detesting (of Abraham from...); and (3) that
“Ella” is like previous one (interrupted one) but the phrase is parenthetical
and excepted one , which refers to the time of detesting. This research
uses the analytical-critical method, by examining and criticizing all three
aspects, favors the third aspect finally. According to result of this research,
Abraham’s behavior toward his uncle Azar has two stages: the stage
before knowing surely that he (his uncle) is disbeliever. And the second
one, after knowing assuredly that he is disbeliever, which disassociating
of Abraham from his is in the second stage, and be deduced from "When
they said to their people, Indeed, we disassociate from you and whatever
you worship other than Allah." Conversely, in first stage, seeking
forgiveness for disbeliever is not only permitted but is as a duty, as he still
retained his uncle's guidance and return from disbelief, as Abraham when
has hope for his uncle to be guided promised him to seek forgiveness for
him. The exception in the Surah Al-Mumtahina also refers to this time.
According to that the verse is unconditional, others can also seek
forgiveness for disbelievers whom hope that be guided, whether their
family or non-family. According to this, Abraham is a sample and can be
followed by all human being in all aspects.
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Introduction

There are different opinions about the exception in, verse 4 of Surah Al-Mumtahanah,
particularly the phrase “except for the statement of Abraham to his father,” among the
commentators: Some of them say that it is a “connected one” and what is excepted is
exemplarity of Abraham ; others see it as interrupted one and say that what is excepted
is “to detest”; and few of the researcher in field of Quranic studies by knowing the
Exception as interrupted one, see the phrase “when they said to their people, indeed we
are reluctant from you” as a parenthetical clause. This research by evaluating the
evidence of the three aspects answers these questions: what is the Excluded and
excempted in verse 4 of Surah Al-Mumtahanah “except saying of Abraham to his
father, I surely will seek forgiveness for you™? What is the interpretative result of each
of these aspects regarding the verse? The authors in this research, by examining and
criticizing the arguments of each of these three aspects, present the reasons for
preferring the third (chosen) aspect.

Methodology

This research has been done in critical-analytical methodology. At first, opinions of
two groups of commentators (whether Shiite or Sunni) has been extracted and
explained , so by examining and criticizing the view and evidences of each one of
them, the reasons of third aspect which is the preferred and chosen one, has been
mentioned. This study reviews classical and contemporary commentaries,

Discussion

Group of commentators consider the exception relating to Abraham in the fourth verse
of the Surah Al-Mumtahanah as connected one, and believe that what is excepted in it
is exemplarity status of Abraham; That is, Abraham is a model in all his attributes and
actions, except in the matter of asking forgiveness for his father. There are two
possibilities In this regard: The first one is: incorrectness of Abraham's act about asking
forgiveness for the polytheist; and the second is: specificity of Abraham's condition,
because of the promise he made to his uncle, and these conditions are not generalizable
for others. But we can say in examining these two that, the first possibility is not
consistent with the infallibility of the prophets and the personality traits of Abraham(A)
in the Quran. The second possibility has no reason to be specified to Abraham in the
Quran.

Another group of commentators consider the exception to be interrupted one and see
the excluded phrase as "to detest and disconnection” of Abraham and his companions
from the polytheists. In this possibility, even interrupted exception is preferred, but by
accepting the excluded part as "to detest", is not consistent with the context of the
verse, which refers to the words of Abraham and his companions which is
unconditional.

The third group and few contemporary commentators believe that the exception is
interrupted due to the lack of a similitude between the promise for asking forgiveness
and "detest" so they have the same idea which second group had. But they see the
phrase “except the saying of Abraham to his father, 'I will surely seek forgiveness for
you” as parenthetical and that its excluded part of it is the phrase "when they Said to
their people:" We detest you and What you worship instead of Allah"; That is, the verse
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mentions the time of expressing the detest by Abraham and his companions and brings
Abraham's forgiveness for his uncle in a separate sentence to show that these two
Abraham's behaviors are not related to the same time period. In addition of above
mentioned reasons about examining and criticizing of two first aspects, we can mention
verse 114 of the surah of Repentance (Al-Tawbah) which indicate that “to detect”
needs time and gradually happens as confirmation for them. In fact, Ibrahim's behavior
toward Azar has two stages: once when Abraham did not have any knowledge of the
polytheism of Azar, and another one is after Azar insisted on disbelief and Abraham(A)
knew that he is the enemy of Allah, so he detest from him. Accordingly, it can be said
that the beginning of the fourth verse of Surah Al-Mumtahanah, is about the second
stage, that is, after knowing his polytheism, and exceptional phrase indicates the time
before it.

Findings

According to this, Abraham's detest from Azar is in stage of knowing Azar’s disbelief
certainly, which can be deduced from the phrase "when they said to their people:" We
detest you and what you worship instead of Allah". In contrast, seeking forgiveness for
the disbelievers before being clear that they insist on their disbelief is not only
permitted but is a duty too. And it is not permissible to detest from them, and it is not
exclusive to Abraham. According to this, Abraham is a model for humanity in all his
deeds, including asking forgiveness for his unbelieving uncle.
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