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Article Info Abstract

Introduction: Today, the development of international scientific activities has

Keywords: Driving factors, become one of the main concerns of the world's top universities in order to

higher education, increase their reputation, quality, revenue generation and branding. Therefore,

international scientific h d o 8 wilethe ai f identifvi he kev drivi

cooperation, international the present study was conducted with the aim of I gntlfylngt e key driving

department managers factors affecting international scientific cooperation in higher education in the
country from the perspective of international department managers and experts
in this field.

Methods: The present study was conducted with a qualitative approach and
applied in terms of purpose. The target group of the present study was the
international department managers of the country's public universities and
experts in this field. Using purposive and snowball sampling methods, 14
international department managers of public universities and 4 experts in this
field were selected as samples. Semi-structured interviews were used to collect
data, and data analysis was performed using thematic analysis.

Results: After analyzing the interview data, the total number of open codes
extracted from the interview content was 149 codes, which were classified into
12 similar concepts, and finally, the key driving factors affecting the expansion
of international scientific cooperation in higher education were categorized
into 5 main themes including: economic, political, cultural and value,
technological, and environmental factors.

Conclusion: Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that in order
to promote and strengthen international scientific cooperation between
universities, it is necessary to be aware of the social contexts of the society in
which the university is located. The relationship between the university and the
society in which it is located is a mutual and collaborative relationship, and
key drivers play an influential role in promoting international scientific
cooperation in higher education.
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