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The issue of the current research is the criticism of the book
"Hermeneutics, Book and Tradition" by Mujtahid Shabastri. The criticism
is presented into two parts and performed by descriptive-analytical
method:1. Criticism of his extra-religious presuppositions with a general
view of the category of religion and, 2. criticism of his specific intra-
religious opinions, especially those related to the Qur'an and Sunnah. The
findings of the research show that Mujtahid Shabestri's opinions seem as
being rare, odd and sometimes eclectic due to his optimism towards the
opinions of western hermeneutics and, on the contrary, his pessimism
towards the traditional religious society, along with the concern of bringing
religion into the realm of life. In the first part of the basic criticism of his
views, relativism, limiting the functions of religion, lack of belief in the
innateness of religion and his extra-religious view of religious categories
are seriously exposed to objection. Viewing Qur'anic propositions as not
giving knowledge, interpreting the Qur'an to the Qur'an as being ijtihad,
and traditional signification as being conjectural, are among the erroneous
views of Mujtahid Shabestri in the book mentioned.
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