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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Human capital and social capital are terms that originated from economics and
PP: 430-454 other social sciences, respectively. In this regard, the aim of the current
research is to evaluate the role of cooperatives in regional sustainable
development based on the social capacity model in the General Directorate of
Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare of Kerman province. The studied
community in the qualitative stage were university managers, heads and
professors, and their opinions about the proposed dimensions, components and
indicators of the model, which were extracted from the theoretical foundations
and background of the research, were used, and finally included 32 experts are
the selection of the research sample in qualitative research is of the saturated
and targeted type. The statistical population was a small part of experts and
managers of government organizations in Kerman city who have at least an
employment relationship (corporate, contractual, contract or official) with the
mentioned ministry. In this research, to estimate the sample size, Morgan's
table is used, which is finally 265 people, which was determined by stratified
Keywords: random sampling. This research is among the combined exploratory research
Cooperative, Regional and tool making model, which was implemented in two qualitative and
Sustainable Development, | quantitative stages. The current research is descriptive-survey and the data
Social Capacity, General collection tool is a questionnaire. The results obtained show that the role of
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Administration of cooperation can improve social capacity through increasing regional
Cooperative, Labor and sustainable development. It can be said that the variable role of sustainable
Social Welfare of Kerman | regional development is a partial mediation in the sense that the roles of
Province cooperatives both directly and indirectly (through sustainable regional

development) affect social capacity.

Citation: Soleimani, S., Salajegheh, S., Jalal Kamali, M., Mehdizadeh, S. (2024). Evaluation of the Role
of Cooperation in Regional Sustainable Development Based on the Social Capacity Model. Geography
(Regional Planning), 14(55), 430-454.

* Corresponding Author: Sanjar Salajegheh Email: salajeghe 187@yahoo.com

Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the

CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

DOI: 10.22034/jge0q.2023.270687.2912

* Corresponding Author: Sanjar Salajegheh Email: salajeghe 187@yahoo.com
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



431 Soleimani et al: Evaluation of the Role of Cooperation in Regional Sustainable...

Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the major problems is the lack of
fundamental consideration in the traditional and
modemn economic fields of cooperatives in
solving the problems of traditional and social
society; It is the lack of dynamism or the lack of
local and regional sustainable patterns that has
created desperation in the economic cycle.
Development in underdeveloped countries is
socially defined as the ability of social
organizations to achieve general and social
goals. From the point of view of sociology,
economic and technical development becomes
possible when there is simultaneous progress in
three technical, economic and social fields. The
amount of economic progress can be measured
by the amount of development and activity in
these three fields. In general, cooperatives are a
strong and effective tool for the participation of
people in the process of development and fair
distribution of benefits from it in the society.
This research aims to quickly and with a
coherent plan to create a sustainable
development model in line with the social
capacities and relying on cooperative
foundations that have been formed for a long
time with the religious and modem traditions of
the existing society to implement successful
models locally so that He overcame economic
problems in various fields. The results of this
research, from the practical aspect, can provide
development conditions for organizations in
charge of development in Kerman province and
other provinces of Iran by exploiting and
modeling this model. Also, the development of
research literature in the field of management
can open the way for researchers' studies. The
main question of the research is as follows:
"What is the role of cooperation in regional
sustainable development based on the social
capacity model?".

Methodology

The research method is a combination of qualitative
and quantitative methods. In the first stage, a
proposed model was designed by reviewing the
theoretical literature of the research, and Delphi
analysis method is used to perform the first stage.
Also, in the second stage of the research, a survey
method was used, and the research questionnaires
were designed in a researcher-made way. The
questionnaire of experts (qualitative part of the

research) and the questionnaire used in the second
part of the research were evaluated using a S-point
Likert scale. The statistical population in the
qualitative section was 40 managers and university
professors. The statistical population of the
quantitative phase of the research, in which the
finalized conceptual model is tested, are the experts
and managers of government organizations in
Kerman, whose number was 900, and with the
simple multi-stage random sampling method and
the appropriate sample size from the table Morgan,
about 265 people were considered as a statistical
sample. If there is a collective consensus of experts
on a topic, the Delphi method is used. Therefore, the
Delphi method is one of the main techniques in
designing and compiling the model of this research.

Results and Conclusion

Today, along with economic, cultural and
symbolic capitals, there is another capital called
social capital, which is considered as one of the
important social components and one of the
important and fundamental aspects of local
sustainable development. This capital, along with
the two factors of financial and human capital,
forms the third pillar of achieving development
and is the main leaven of development. Social
capital is a macro concept that includes
dimensions such as trust and participation. Social
capital is one of the most important human
criteria related to the level of resilience in a social
system. The most important component of social
capital is trust networks, which in the process of
adaptive entrepreneurship are very sensitive to
disturbances and disorder, and the increase of
resilience and adaptive capacity in the social
system depends on the level of trust in the
network. Also, the main challenge in sustainable
development research is a better understanding of
the wide variety and spatial variability of
transformational approaches. According to the
results of the research, cooperation can play a role
in the sustainable development of the region
according to the social capacity. The development
of social capital in the welfare organization of
Yazd province has a significant effect on the
development of knowledge management; In such
a way that the improvement of social capital in
the organization provides opportunities for
acquiring, creating and transferring knowledge in
the organization. The results of the research
showed that social capital has a relationship with
social, cultural, political and economic
dimensions and organizational effectiveness. In
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general, it can be said that the proposed model of
the research is confirmed from the statistical point
of view, and also by examining the conducted
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