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Sustainable development in rural areas is one of the fundamental challenges
in public policy-making that requires a deep understanding of the
perspectives of local stakeholders. This study attempts to examine, through
qualitative analysis, the key dimensions and components affecting
sustainable development in rural areas of l1lam province. The present study is
applied in terms of purpose and qualitative in terms of how to collect
information. The statistical population includes university professors and
expert experts from llam Governorate. 15 experts were identified as
sufficient for interviews. The present study was conducted using theme
analysis. The results show that 60 indicators in the form of 12 components
(diversifying the rural economy, improving economic infrastructure,
supporting sustainable agriculture, improving the quality of life in rural areas,
increasing social participation and empowering local communities,
preserving local culture and identity, managing natural resources and the
environment, developing sustainable tourism, combating climate change and
natural disasters, improving rural development policymaking and planning,
financing and supporting rural investment, monitoring, evaluating and
improving the performance of local institutions) and 4 dimensions
(economic dimension, social dimension, environmental dimension,
institutional and governance dimension) constitute the dimensions of the
qualitative analysis of sustainable development policies in rural areas: a
study based on the perspective of local stakeholders. The qualitative analysis
of sustainable development policies in rural areas of llam province, based on
the perspective of local stakeholders, shows that sustainable development
requires a multidimensional approach. The research findings relate to four
key dimensions: economic, social, and environmental.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ilam province has the best tourist villages in Iran
in the field of tourism. Tourism development in
these villages, in addition to having a relatively
long history, is very intense and crowded;
especially in certain seasons of the year. In this
way, a very high volume of tourists from various
regions and cultures, sometimes very different
from the local culture of the village residents,
come into close contact and interaction with the
local people every year, and in addition to the
positive or negative effects they have on this
society in environmental and economic
dimensions, they also cause significant and
numerous cultural effects and changes. The
increasing studies that have been conducted in
recent years regarding the development of
tourism in rural areas in Iran and its effects and
consequences have mainly focused on the
economic consequences of this phenomenon,
and the social, cultural and environmental
consequences have been less considered.
Therefore, given the importance of tourism, the
development of rural tourism in order to exploit
the capacities and capabilities of villages in
developing countries such as Iran is high.
Despite having cultural and tourist attractions,
most lranian villages are not prepared to meet
the necessary needs in the field of rural tourism
development, such as capital, technology, and
information. As a result, to help deprived rural
communities, including the villages of Ilam
province, there is a need to create a platform for
creating businesses. The reality indicates that
this industry is not growing in Iran compared to
other countries in the world. In fact, many parts
of Iran, despite having many attractions, are
deprived of even domestic tourists. llam
province, considering the potential and
capacities of historical, cultural, and ecotourism
tourism in and around the villages, its location
on the Karbala route, its young workforce, and
the service nature of the economic nature of the
villages of the province, has a suitable basis for
creating businesses. Despite having many
unique tourist attractions, the villages of Ilam
province have unfortunately not yet benefited
from the achievements of the tourism industry
as much as they should. This research will
identify the factors affecting the development of
this industry in llam province, given the
importance of developing the rural tourism

industry. Therefore, the question of this research
is: What are the effective sustainable
development policies in rural areas: A study
based on the perspective of local stakeholders in
Ilam province?

Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of its
purpose and qualitative in terms of how
information is collected. The statistical
population includes university professors and
expert experts of llam Governorate. The sample
size was determined according to the theoretical
saturation level. With this process, 15 experts
were identified as sufficient for the interview.
The data collection tool in the qualitative part is
interviews. In the present study, semi-structured
interviews were used to identify the qualitative
analysis of sustainable development policies in
rural areas: a study based on the perspective of
local stakeholders. The qualitative part of the
present study was conducted using theme
analysis.

Results and Conclusion

A qualitative  analysis of sustainable
development policies in rural areas of llam
province, based on the perspective of local
stakeholders,  shows  that  sustainable
development requires a multidimensional
approach. The research findings have identified
four key dimensions in the rural development
process. The economic dimension includes
diversifying the rural economy, improving
economic infrastructure, and supporting
sustainable agriculture. The social dimension
emphasizes improving the quality of life,
increasing social participation, and preserving
local culture and identity. The environmental
dimension is related to natural resource
management, developing sustainable tourism,
and combating climate change. Finally, the
institutional and governance dimension includes
policymaking, financing, and monitoring the
performance of local institutions.

Comparison with the research background
shows that similar domestic research, especially
in the western and central regions of Iran, has
placed greater emphasis on economic and
institutional challenges, while international
studies have focused on environmental
sustainability  and local community
participation. Global studies (such as the
experiences of the European Union and
Scandinavian countries) have shown that
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institutional support and access to sustainable
financial resources are key factors in the success
of rural development policies. However, in Iran,
institutional challenges remain one of the main
obstacles to sustainable development.

Some suggestions are made to promote
sustainable development in rural areas of Ilam.
First, diversifying the rural economy by
developing small industries, green jobs, and
rural tourism should be considered. Second,
empowering local communities through training
in entrepreneurial skills and promoting public
participation in policymaking is essential. Third,
improving environmental infrastructure through
implementing water resource management
projects, developing renewable energy, and
supporting smart agriculture is suggested.
Finally, strengthening institutional frameworks
by increasing transparency in resource
allocation, establishing independent local
institutions, and continuously monitoring policy
implementation will play an important role in
sustainable development.

In summary, sustainable development in rural
areas of llam requires a combination of
macroeconomic, social, and environmental
policies with effective local interventions.
Implementing a localized model that adapts
global experiences to the specific conditions of
this region can play a key role in the
sustainability of rural development.
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