Geography(Regional Planning)

Spring 2024. Vol 14, Issue 54
ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112
Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

The Position of The West In Shaping the Foreign Policy of The Islamic Republic of Iran
And the Republic of Tiirkiye (The Period of the Justice And Development Party)

Mahdi Vahidi,! Keihan Barzegar*2, davod kiyani?
1. PhD student of International Relations, Faculty of Law, Theology and Political Sciences, Science and
Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
2. Associate Professor, Department of International Relations, Faculty of Law, Theology and Political
Sciences, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
3. Associate Professor, Department of International Relations, School of Political Science Law, Qom
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qom, Iran

ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Investigating the position of the West in the foreign policy of the Islamic
PP: 431-452 Republic of Iran and the Republic of Turkey in the form of indicators such as the
way international alliances are formed, the extent of the influence of norms on
foreign policy, how to define and secure international interests, the assessment
of the symmetry of threats and capabilities, and finally the degree of
compatibility of each country with international developments. It is included in
the agenda of this research. The West as a collective identity and a security
complex regulating the structures of the international system; It is one of the most
important external variables influencing the political, economic, military and
normative foreign policy trends and approaches of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the Republic of Turkey. The aim of this article is to compare the position of
the West in the functions and achievements of the foreign policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Republic of Turkey. This research has analyzed the
systemic variables in the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Republic of Turkey by using a combination of constructivist theories and
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The changes in variables affecting
international relations in recent decades have
challenged the analysis of foreign policy.
Transformations in the concepts of power,
security, sovereignty, and legitimacy, along
with changes in the structure of power
distribution in the international system and the
emergence of issues such as the environment,
digital economy, terrorism, and populism, are
among these challenges. New actors within
countries and international organizations have
also emerged as variables affecting countries'
foreign policies. Theories of international
relations mainly address the behavior of
governments, and some of them include the
examination of internal and external variables
in the formation of foreign policy. However,
the best model for a two-level examination of
foreign policy is found in comparative foreign
policy studies. In the era of globalization,
leaders and political elites cannot implement
foreign policies without understanding the
interrelationships of the effective variables.
The distinction between foreign and domestic
politics has also become blurred in this era.
The Islamic Republic of Iran has been the
least influenced by international variables due
to its normative attitude toward national
interests and ideological conflicts, while the
Republic of Turkey has been more influenced
by Western norms. These differences are
examined in terms of compatibility with
international  developments, international
alliances, definition of national interests, and
symmetry of threats and capabilities.

Methodology

This study employs a comparative analytical
framework to examine how Western influence
shapes the foreign policies of Iran and Turkey
during the Justice and Development Party
(AKP) era. It reviews geopolitical theories and
historical ~ contexts,  analyzes  policy
documents and empirical data, and applies
gualitative methods to assess Iran and
Turkey's responses to Western norms and
strategies. The study aims to highlight
differences in their foreign policy alignments,
alliances, and management of global

challenges. Ultimately, it seeks to provide
insights into how Iran and Turkey navigate
international relations under the influence of
Western dynamics.

Results and Discussion

In recent decades, international alliances have
primarily been driven by interests rather than
principles. The formation of international
alliances by the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the Republic of Turkey aims to enhance
security against threats. Their alliance
strategies are shaped by identifying shared
threats, evaluating potential alliances, and
selecting suitable partners to mitigate these
threats. Both Iran and Turkey seek alliances
not for power politics but to safeguard against
their perceived threats. Their foreign policy
alignments are influenced by their distinct
national identities: identity-focused in Iran
and economically-driven in Turkey. This
study compares how Western influence
affects  these alliances,  highlighting
compatibility or conflict of national interests
with Western norms in shaping their foreign
policies amidst global transformations.

Conclusion

The foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran is shaped by identity-centric
constructivist theories, emphasizing the
preservation of revolutionary policies for
legitimacy, security, and governance. lIran
distances itself from the West due to
conflicting capitalist secular norms versus
Islamic identity, viewing this divergence as a
quest for independence and legitimacy.
Economic priorities and Islamic values
underpin lIran's conflicts of interest with the
West. Conversely, Turkey's foreign policy
shifts from unipolarity to post-unipolarity
align with its pursuit of economic gains
through Western interactions. Turkey's ability
to convert potential resources into actual
power contrasts Iran's constrained economic
capability due to ideological conflicts. While
Turkey maintains alliances with the West for
transactional benefits and legitimacy, Iran's
policies resist Western norms, emphasizing
ideological independence.
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