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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The trend towards symbols and signs in traditional architecture, contemporary
PP: 369-384 architecture and even modern architecture has always been of special attention
since the time of human cave dwelling and the study of the works of early
humans for technical and functional reasons, symbols and paintings on the walls
of caves have been done. During the evolution of mankind and with the
establishment of schools, religions and cultures, this process continued
throughout history, and in today's society, you can hardly find a place where
there is no sign of symbols. This is especially evident in contemporary
architecture. This research was carried out with the aim of recognizing the
meaning of symbol concepts in the formation of the body nature of authentic
traditional Iranian architecture and its effects on contemporary architecture. The
research method was descriptive, field method using library and survey
documents to extract and examine the role of symbols in contemporary
architecture. The statistical population of the research is experts and university
professors. Using a researcher-made questionnaire tool, research data was
Keywords:Symbols, collected from about 250 people by simple random sampling method, using spss
Architecture, software and using linear regression test, the effect of dimensions of symbols in
Geometric Shapes, contemporary architecture was examined and tested. The results showed that
Colors, Four Pillars | 9eometrical shapes, colors, plant motifs, slimy and Khatai motifs, animal motifs
and the elements of fire, wind, water and soil symbolizing the elements of the
four fundamental states of matter have an effect on the formation of
contemporary architecture.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the past, influenced by their native religion,
rituals, and culture, Iranian architects have
turned to the use of signs and symbols in the
landscape. By doing so, they have
strengthened the theme and content of their
designs based on cultural and religious themes
while paying attention to the physical form of
the design. However, the lack of attention to
identity-giving factors in current cities, such
as symbols, is one of their most significant
weaknesses. This has led to the creation of
illegible environments, a decrease in the sense
of place and belonging, reduced social
solidarity, and the failure to achieve
demographic goals. Today, the landscape of
many cities lacks a distinctive and defined
identity and cannot reflect the identity, beliefs,
and cultural and traditional values of the
citizens. Therefore, it appears that no targeted
efforts have been made to instill an identity in
them. For this reason, understanding the
strengths and weaknesses of the landscape of
contemporary cities and examining each city
in terms of identity-giving factors, especially
cultural symbols, is important and can help
solve many problems caused by the lack of
city identity (Taghvaei et al., 2018: 66). Thus,
the present research discusses the importance
of symbolic concepts in the formation of the
body of authentic Iranian traditional
architecture and its effects on contemporary
architecture.

Methodology

In this research, by examining the available
sources in the field of traditional Iranian
architecture and according to documentation
and library studies, the nature of the concepts
of symbols in the formation of authentic
traditional Iranian architecture and their
effects on contemporary architecture have
been discussed. By extracting the concepts
and symbols of specific elements, the
representation and understanding of these
Iranian symbols were conducted in a
descriptive-analytical manner. This was done
so that, ultimately, by presenting the hidden
patterns and foundations in this renowned
body of work, a step could be taken in
recognizing the meaning of symbols and their
influence on contemporary architecture. The

most important tool for data collection in this
research is the questionnaire.

Results and Discussion

This research assesses the impact of geometric
shapes, colors, plant motifs, arabesque
designs, animal motifs, and the elements of
fire, wind, water, and earth on contemporary
architecture using linear regression. The
hypotheses tested were whether geometric
shapes influence contemporary architecture.
The correlation coefficient between the
independent and dependent variables is 0.73,
with a determination coefficient (R?) of 0.53,
indicating a strong explanatory power. The
adjusted R2 also confirms that 53% of the
variance in contemporary architecture is
predicted by geometric shapes. The Durbin-
Watson statistic of 1.91 shows no
autocorrelation. The F-statistic is significant
at the 0.05 level, validating the model's
explanatory  power.  The  regression
coefficients table indicates the standardized
and unstandardized impact of each
independent variable on the dependent
variable.

Conclusion
This research demonstrates that symbols
significantly influence contemporary

architecture. Historically, Iranian architecture
has reflected the power of governments,
utilizing past experiences while maintaining
unique characteristics. Beyond Islamic
culture, which connects Iran with other
Islamic nations, Iranian architecture also
draws from pre-Islamic history. Throughout
Islamic history, governments prioritized
constructing various buildings, especially
mosques, giving us greater insight into the
architecture of the era. The research highlights
the importance of semantic processes in
transforming functional design into perceptual
design, emphasizing the role of signs and
symbols in architectural meaning.
Recognizing different types of symbols helps
define their use in architecture, illustrating a
shift from early symbolism to intricate
decoration in Islamic-era Iranian architecture.
This research highlights the link between
traditional and contemporary architecture in
Iran through updating and integrating
traditional environmental behaviors. Some
designers incorporate traditional elements
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with minor changes, while others adapt
proportions, shapes, or materials, or transform
environmental needs into innovative modern
designs. The study aims to recognize the
persistence of symbolic concepts in traditional
Iranian architecture and their impact on
contemporary architecture. Despite extensive
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