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The purpose of this article is to investigate the impact of the structural adjustment
policies of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund on social
inequality. In this research, after reviewing the theoretical and experimental
background of the research, the dimensions of the main variables obtained from
the theoretical framework were evaluated using structural equations. The
research method is cross-sectional at this time and in the city of Arak, the Delphi
method, which was measured with the questionnaire tool in the production units
of Arak as the effectiveness measurement unit. The results obtained from the
research variable modeling test showed that the privatization variable has 87%
on the social rank of social inequality; 75.1 percent on the local mentality of
social inequality; 94.7% had an effect on the social capital of social inequality
and 77% on the social role of social inequality. The variable of economic
liberalization and the creation of a free currency market had a 55.7% effect on
the social rank of social inequality, 54.9% on the social capital of social
inequality, and 59.4% on the social role of social inequality, but it did not have
a significant effect on the positional mentality. The variable of non-payment of
subsidies is 54.1% on the social rank of social inequality; 47.6 percent on the
local mentality of social inequality; 52.9% had an effect on the social capital of
social inequality and 51.2% had an effect on the social role of social inequality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Inequality is defined as the differences
between people or the socially defined
positions they occupy, which affects their way
of life, including their rights, opportunities,
rewards, and privileges. There is also a
consensus that inequality encompasses issues
such as the gap between the rich and the poor
or the differences between the privileged and
the  deprived (Grap, 1373:10).Social
inequality has been a significant concern and
issue in the field of social studies. Many social
scientists have expressed various opinions and
ideas in this area. Research on this topic can
be found in the works of Duke (1976), Taylor
(1979), Kerbo (1983), Messner (1989), Dixon
(1990), Kasimon and Erigers (2016), Lenski
(1996), Chalabi (1382), Kamali (1379),
Shakuri (1383), Lehsaizadeh (1380), Hadi
Zenzouz (2005), Tahmasabi (2011), Rabbani
(2019), Barat Alipour (2015), Sajjadian
(2015), and many others. In summary,
according to the results of these studies, the
consequences of inequality include rebellion
and violence in society, a reduction in
harmony and social solidarity, indifference
and decreased social participation, a reduction
in public involvement in intellectual and
cultural production, a decrease in human
respect and dignity, an increase in
humiliation, a decrease in social mobility, and
a rise in poverty, unemployment, and
marginalization. Therefore, inequality is an
important issue for social scientists.The
purpose of this study is to examine the effect
of structural adjustment program indicators
(independent variable) in line with the
implementation of Iran's economic, social,
and cultural development programs on the
dependent variable of inequality in Arak city.

Methodology

The research method is quantitative, utilizing
a questionnaire tool in production units. After
analyzing and examining the identification of
indicators and dimensions of structural
adjustment and using theories in the field of
inequality, the research framework was
determined, and the conceptual model and
hypotheses were formulated. Then, the Delphi
method was used to achieve consensus on the
importance and priority of each indicator of

this program from the perspective of
producers and investors in the industrial hubs
of Central Province in 1401 (42 units). These
indicators were used to assess social
inequality. The opinions of the producers and
investors  were collected through a
questionnaire, and finally, the effectiveness of
the research variables was investigated using
the structural equation method.

Results and Discussion

At this stage, panel members' opinions were
integrated into guestionnaires and
redistributed to gauge agreement levels.
Statistical analysis, including mean, median,
mode, and standard deviation, was conducted
using data from Delphi rounds and various
questionnaire sections. Items with averages
below 3 were removed, while those above 3
proceeded to the third round. Consensus
indices and expert agreement levels were also
assessed using Kendall's coordination
coefficient via SPSS software (Sarlak et al.,
2011).For structural model assessment,
significance coefficients (t-values) were
crucial. Values exceeding 1.96 confirmed
construct relationships at a 95% confidence
level. Results showed all t-values surpassed
1.96, signifying significance in question and
variable relationships.Economic liberalization
and foreign exchange market creation
significantly impacted social inequality's
dimensions: 55.7% on social rank, 54.9% on
social capital, and 59.4% on social role, all at
a significance level of 0.000. However, they
didn't notably affect local mentality. Hence,
while they significantly influenced social
inequality (social rank, social capital, social
role), they had no impact on local mentality.
Positive coefficients indicated increased
social inequality dimensions with economic
liberalization and foreign exchange market
creation, thus rejecting the null hypothesis and
confirming the research hypothesis.

Conclusion

Examining the results obtained from the
research variables modeling test showed that
the variable of economic liberalization and the
creation of a free currency market has a
significant effect on all dimensions of social
inequality except for local mentality.
Economic liberalization and the creation of a
free currency market have a 55.7% effect on
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the social rank of social inequality at a
significance level of 0.000, a 54.9% effect on
the social capital of social inequality at a
significance level of 0.000, and a 59.4% effect
on the social role of social inequality at a
significance level of 0.000. However,
regarding the variable of local mentality, it
should be noted that economic liberalization
and the creation of a foreign exchange market
do not have a significant effect on local
mentality. In other words, with a probability
of 99%, economic liberalization and the
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